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Every day at Skyline College students are empowered 
with the knowledge and tools they need to succeed. 
From the day a student applies, to the day they reach 
their goal and beyond, Skyline College serves as a 
valuable community resource that can impact their 
future, and by extension, the lives of all they touch.

It’s this responsibility to students, across the entire life 
of their higher educational journey, that catalyzed a 
new initiative, built on years of work spent developing 
a comprehensive diversity framework, that puts 
students first, and increases equity and access within 
higher  education.

THE SKYLINE COLLEGE PROMISE
We are making a public promise to students that at 
Skyline College they can:

Get in. Get through. And get out…on time!

It’s a simple idea, but one that touches every aspect 
of our College. We believe students should be able 
to easily apply to college without being confused by 
the process. They should be able to find the resources 
they need to succeed, be it financial aid, tutoring, 
counseling, career services and more. And they should 
be able to clearly navigate their pathway to a degree or 
certificate so that they can go out into the world and 
make their mark.

REACHING OUR GOAL
Thanks to the hard work of faculty and staff during the 
last academic year, we are already making strides to 
meet that goal.

We have worked with local high schools to create new 
avenues for students to be more accurately placed 
in college courses by using a variety of placement 
methods beyond placement tests, such as high school 
transcripts, which propel students closer to their 
educational goal faster.

The faculty are working to clarify the degree and 
certificate designs so that students will have access to 
structured pathways that take the guesswork out of 
degree attainment.

And we have completed the transition of our website to 
a fully responsive design that allows students to easily 
access information on their mobile devices.

PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP
I am particularly proud to announce the launch of the 
Promise Scholarship, which will help make college 
more affordable and ensures that higher education 
is achievable for all members of our community. 
Recipients of the Promise Scholarship will have their 
enrollment fees waived for the first year of their 
education, and the scholarship is open to recent high 
school and adult education school graduates who enroll 
full-time and plan to earn a certificate or degree.

The Promise Scholarship allows us to incentivize 
students to make their education their first priority. 
By encouraging students to enroll full time, declare a 
major and earn a certificate or degree, students are 
empowered to think critically about their future and to 
reach their educational goal on time

As I look at the year ahead, I am excited by this 
promise and what it means for our students. And as I 
look toward all the work we have accomplished in this 
past year, I am immensely proud of our institution and 
the community that drives it ever forward.

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud
President of Skyline College
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We are making a public 
promise to students to 
help them Get in. Get 
through. And get out… 
on time!

 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT



 BRINGING HIGH SCHOOL  HELPING STUDENTS CREATE

 TO COLLEGE  A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

COMMUNITY CONNECTION COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Our reach as a college extends beyond the years our 
students spend working towards their certificate or 
degree. We impact students long after they reach their 
educational goal, and conversely we influence students 
before they finish high school.

As part of our promise to “get students in” to higher 
education, Skyline College’s new Middle College 
provides high school students in the South San 
Francisco Unified School district with an alternative to 
traditional high school that offers a tuition-free
accelerated pathway to their future in higher 
education. Students spend the last two years of high 
school taking classes full-time at the Skyline College 
campus, and emerge with their high school diploma 
along with college credits that can be applied to 
certificates, an associate degree, or transfer to a four-
year university.

This year, thirty-nine juniors, 95% of whom are 
historically underrepresented students, completed their 
first year in the Middle College at Skyline College. And 
all of them gave back to their communities through 
volunteer initiatives that highlighted civic engagement 
and social justice.

This partnership is a bold approach to high school 
education that combines academic rigor and 
community engagement, and allows students to save 
time and thousands of dollars in tuition so that they 
can pursue their academic goals, develop clear career 
aspirations and give back to their communities.

Our students today will be building the sustainable 
world of tomorrow, in some cases quite literally. Giving 
them the knowledge and tools they’ll need to do it is 
crucial to their success.

Aiming to reach students early, Skyline College’s 
Center for Sustainable Construction has created a 
“mobile classroom,” a vehicle equipped with tools and 
materials aimed at delivering a college-level, “green 
construction basics” course to students at their high 
school campuses.

The innovative mobile classroom provides an 
instructional bridge for students in high school to 
gain early exposure to college faculty, curriculum and 
culture. Students at partner schools Capuchino and 
Mills High Schools are also able to receive high school 
career technical education credits – a graduation 
requirement – while simultaneously gaining college 
credit.

Professor Bruce Greenstein is coordinating the program 
as well as teaching the courses. “Integrating a young 
demographic into the emerging green sector is 
essential to the development and growth of a robust 
workforce to meet the challenging climate, energy and 
water challenges in our near future,” he says.

This year’s cohort included over 20 students, each 
of them learning the fundamentals of construction, 
including tool safety and handling, small project 
building, and rudimentary mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing installation.

This project is designed to provide students with a 
smooth transition into college with credits that can 
be applied to a certificate or degree. And it provides 
students with concrete skills they will be able to apply 
to everyday life as they seek jobs in the workforce.
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Middle college offers a 
tuition-free accelerated 
pathway to students’ 
future in higher education.

Students learn the 
fundamentals of 
construction… and 
rudimentary mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing 
installation.



 SHAPING CAREERS THROUGH

 LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

For many non-native English speakers, the barriers to 
getting a solid job can be daunting. At Skyline College, 
we recognize that challenge, and have begun creating 
innovative new ways to help students develop the 
language skills they will need to succeed.

The recently developed Hospitality and Tourism Adult 
School Bridge program addresses the needs of non-
native English speakers through relevant classes and 
certification courses that build in the language 
development necessary for career success in the 
hospitality industry – a swiftly growing career sector 
within the Bay Area. But the program also aims to 
provide students with the preparation needed to 
transition into college-level coursework – work that 
will eventually enable greater upward mobility within 
their careers.

The bridge design integrates the opportunity to earn 
three industry-recognized certifications, work-based 
learning experiences and 1.5 units of college credit 
leading to a stackable credential.

During the pilot delivery of this training and classroom 
experience, it provided over 50 Adult School students 
with advanced customer service training, 32 students 
with language skill development that led to the 
possibility of a paid internship opportunity with Bon 
Appetit @ Google and the ability to transition into 
college level coursework at Skyline College.

As a result, 15 new students enrolled at Skyline 
College through this bridge experience pursuing paths 
in Hospitality and Tourism Management along with 
general education courses. Their continued 
determination to reach their potential serves as an 
inspiring example of why programs like the Adult 
School Bridge are crucial to supporting the local 
community.

The program builds in 
language development 
necessary for career 
success in the hospitality 
industry.
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 ENSURING ALL STUDENTS

 GET THE RESOURCES THEY NEED

EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

Skyline College is committed to creating a strong 
foundation for all its students – one that provides a 
launching point for a bright future, no matter their 
past.

The Guardian Scholars Program (GSP) was established 
in August 2015 through a collaboration with the Walter 
S. John Foundation as a way to ensure Skyline
College’s foster youth community is provided with a 
central resource for services and campus support.   

In order to ensure that the over 65 students in the 
program have what they need to succeed, students 
are provided with textbooks, transportation and lunch 
vouchers, school supplies and priority registration, 
in addition to a dedicated staff including a retention 
specialist, financial aid liaison, counselor and a 
program services coordinator. Students also have 
access to a lounge dedicated to welcoming and 
supporting students’ learning and growth. 

This year the program saw a retention rate of over 80 
percent, high financial aid application completion rates, 
multiple students transferring to 4-year institutions, 
and high engagement in conferences, workshops and 
activities at Skyline College and the surrounding 
community.  

In May 2016, the GSP hosted the 2nd Annual Fostering 
Student Success Summit which provided workshops on 
higher education to foster youth providers, community 
based organizations, Skyline College faculty and staff, 
and foster youth in the San Francisco Unified School 
District. This summit helps to ensure that Skyline 
College continues to remain at the forefront of building 
support for foster youth, and that we share best 
practices and new ideas with the community we touch.

We ensure Skyline 
College’s foster youth 
community is provided 
with a central resource 
for services and campus 
support.  

 ANSWERING OUR CALL

 TO CONCIOUSNESS

EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

Skyline College’s Call to Consciousness Lecture Series 
continued to bring groundbreaking thought leaders to 
campus to share how they are challenging the status 
quo. The series explores subjects from activism and 
community service to social justice and innovative 
educational practices.

This year Skyline College welcomed two very special 
speakers:

Camille Seaman is an award-winning photographer, 
Senior TED Fellow and environmentalist whose work 
focuses on the fragile environments of the Arctic 
and Antarctica and extreme weather conditions that 
are caused by climate change. The images that she 
captures show the immense power of nature and 
fragility of our world.  Camille shared the story of 
her own rising consciousness as a young artist and 
how she was able to take advantage of serendipitous 
circumstances to begin a meaningful and rewarding 
career.

Jose Antonio Vargas is a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist, filmmaker and immigration activist whose 
work centers on the changing American identity. He 
is also the founder of Define American, a non-profit 
media and culture organization and while at Skyline 
College he spoke about the need to elevate the 
conversation around immigration and citizenship in 
America. 
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 ENTERING COLLEGE

 AT THE RIGHT LEVEL

EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

One of the major challenges Skyline College faces is 
ensuring that first-year students are placed in English 
and math classes that correspond to their ability level. 
This ensures every student is in the best position to 
succeed, but sometimes placement tests aren’t the 
best measure of a student’s ability.

That’s why faculty and staff have worked with local 
high schools to create multiple measures for students 
to place into college-level English and math classes on 
the basis of their high school transcripts, which propels 
students closer to their educational goal faster.

Sometimes students just need a refresher course to 
prepare them for the basic math and English courses 
they’ll need to take in college. That’s where the Math 
Jam and Summer Scholars Institute programs come in.

Math Jam is a free two-week intensive workshop that 
is available to any student who wants to prepare for 
their upcoming Math course, prepare to place at the 
highest level possible in Math; or wants to retake the
Math placement test and work on gap areas that will 
help them place at a higher math level. Students work 
independently and in groups to build math and test-
taking skills. At the end of the workshop students are
then able to take the Math placement test with over
50% placing at one or more levels higher than 
previous attempts.

The Summer Scholars Institute provides entering 
students with credit-bearing college coursework and 
activities designed to improve their academic skills, 
accelerate their college acclimation, and improve their 
academic efficacy and motivation prior to their first 
academic semester. Program faculty have worked 
tirelessly to develop a unique and integrated 
curriculum that will help students develop their critical 
thinking skills, mathematical skills, and reasoning and 
writing skills, while examining their academic and 
cultural identities.

Faculty and staff have 
worked with local high 
schools to create multiple 
measures for students to 
place into college-level 
English and math classes.
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35
Associate
Degree 
Programs

 ASIA 107

 EUROPE 18

 N AMERICA  3

 S AMERICA  5

 AFRICA 29
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CURRICULUM

DEGREES/CERTIFICATES AWARDED

TRANSFERS TO UC/CSU 2014-2015

AA/AS Degrees 1,299 =100 Degrees =100 CertificatesCertificates	 844

Transfers to California State UniversitiesTransfers to University of California Campuses

Skyline College is committed to 
developing culturally rich and globally 
informed educational opportunities 
for an annual population of over 
17,000 students. Students can choose 
from approximately 100 degree and 

certificate programs to achieve their 
educational goals in an affordable 
and supportive environment. Key 
transfer agreements set with a wide 
range of public and private colleges 
including UC Berkeley, UCLA, UC 

Davis and San Francisco State 
University make Skyline College a 
top destination for students working 
to transfer to a four-year college or 
university.

AT A GLANCE
Unique Headcount by Ethnicty Unique Headcount by Gender Unique Headcount by Age

In fall 2015, Skyline College enrolled 165 International students 
originating from 41 countries.

International Student Program

Black (Non-Hispanic) 

White (Non-Hispanic)

Hispanic

Multi-Ethnic

Filipino

Asian

Unknown/Unreported

Pacific Islander 

Under 18

18-22

23-28

29-39

40-49

Over 60 

Female 

Male

Unknown/Unreported

2% 2%3%
17%

5%5%

3%

19%
48%

52%

20%
24%

46%

19%
23%

19%
1%

68
Certificate  
Programs18

Associate 
Degree for  
Transfer 
Programs

Davis  37

Berkeley 20

Santa	Cruz	 14

Los Angeles 11

Santa	Barbara	 8

Riverside 7

San Diego 5

Irvine  3

 TOTAL  105

2015-2016

San	Francisco	 	 288

East Bay  39

San Jose  32

Sacramento  13

Los Angeles  7

Pomona	 	 6

San Diego  3

Chico   3

Other   17

	TOTAL		 	 408 13



It has never been a better 
time to be an alumnus of 
Skyline College.

 NEW FUNDS DRIVE  ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

 COLLEGE FORWARD  REACHES OUT TO GRADUATES

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS

Fiscal Year 2015-2016 marked a record year for 
innovation and fiscal sustainability for Skyline College.  
The District revised its General Fund resource allocation 
model which now includes ongoing innovation funds.  
Of this year’s $1.5 million Innovation Fund, Skyline 
College received $200,000 for the institutionalization 
of SparkPoint at Skyline College, and $600,000 to 
launch Middle College in fall 2015.   

The Board of Governors of the California Community 
College System formally approved 15 pilot bachelor’s 
degree programs in March 2015, awarding $6 million in 
one-time funds to successful colleges for this effort. 
Skyline College received $350,000 for the 
baccalaureate program in Respiratory Care that will be 
offered beginning Fall 2016. The Bachelor of Science 
in Respiratory Care program will address the needed 
education and training to prepare respiratory care 
practitioners for practice in the workforce.

This year’s State budget included $100 million in 
one-time funds.  The District received $10 million 
and allocated $2.9 million to fund the Skyline College 
Promise to help students “Get In, Get Through and 
Get Out…on time” according to their educational 
goals. The College is in the midst of redesigning its 
current processes to develop clear guided pathways 
for students to transfer or earn a degree or certificate, 
providing imbedded support services, as well as 
financial and other assistance to incentivize them 
to enroll full-time. The college will utilize some of 
its SSSP and Student Equity funds on integrated 
counseling and professional development, which are 
key components of the Skyline College Promise, to 
better assist disproportionately impacted students. 

The San Mateo County Transportation Authority & the 
City and County Association of Governments of San 
Mateo County awarded $202,703 in grant funding 
in support of the Skyline College Express Shuttle.  
Starting fall 2016, the Shuttle will provide regular and 
direct access between Daly City BART Station and 
Skyline College, and will create convenient first and last 
mile connections for more than 5,000 students and 
employees residing in Daly City, San Francisco, and East 
Bay vicinities. The total cost to implement the Shuttle 
program over a two-year period is $449,435 and per 
the District’s proposal it will sponsor the Shuttle in the 
amount of $246,733 to partially fund this effort.  

In September 2015, the San Mateo County Community 
Colleges (SMCCC) Foundation launched a district-wide 
Alumni Association serving the graduates of Skyline 
College, Cañada College and College of San Mateo. 
The new Alumni Association has allowed the colleges 
to enhance already established alumni events and 
communications.

Now for the first time, the district has an Alumni 
Relations Manager who has been assisting Skyline 
College in engaging formally with the institutions’ 
alumni and a central database of alumni information 
has been established. The database will not only 
aid in increasing the number of alumni donors, but 
will also create an avenue to share current news 
with the community. A quarterly alumni newsletter 
is also under development, sharing campus news, 
highlighting alumni success stories and inviting alumni 
to reconnect. 

The Alumni Association has already begun to engage 
alumni via LinkedIn, asking what alumni want to see 
from their Alumni Association. The most popular 
request was professional networking opportunities, 
and plans to provide these are already underway. It 
has never been a better time to be an alumnus of 
Skyline College. To be sure you receive the alumni 
newsletter, please update your information on www.
smcccfoundation.org/alumni. To get connected with 
fellow alumni right away, join the Skyline College 
Alumni LinkedIn Group.
 
For more information about the SMCCC Foundation 
Alumni Association, contact the Alumni Relations 
Manager at alumni@smccd.edu or (650) 358-6873.

Skyline Unrestricted Funds
Total Expenditures	$36,846,920

Certificated Salaries

Employee Benefits 

Classified Salaries

Administrator Salaries

Operating Expenses

Reserve 

Materials and Supplies

Certificated Salaries

Employee Benefits 

Classified Salaries

Administrator Salaries

Operating Expenses

Materials and Supplies 

Books/Equipment

Skyline College Categorical & Grant Funds
Total Expenditures $9,590,758

50%

32.4%

24.6%

14.2%

1.5%

12.7%

7.2%
0.2%

18%

20%

7%
2%

2%
1%



 AUGUST 2015

JANUARY 2016

SEPTEMBER 2015

FEBRUARY 2016

OCTOBER 2015

MARCH 2016

NOVEMBER 2015 APRIL 2016

DECEMBER 2015
MAY 2016

•  Welcome Week events hosted by the Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC) 
•  International Student Orientation welcomes students from 20 countries 
•  Learning Communities Launch Party builds community and showcases resources 

•  SparkPoint begins providing free income tax preparation services to students, faculty, staff and community members 
•  San Bruno Chamber hosts annual Board Member Installation and State of the City Address at Skyline College.
•  Bay Area Biotechnology Education Consortium and 23andMe hosts an interactive workshop on Modernizing Genetics in the Classroom

•  Legit 3D Art Exhibition opens featuring sculptural installations from 4 artists made from unconventional, commercial and recycled materials
•  Skyline College Dance Festival offers a day of master classes in Hip Hop, Contemporary, Tap, Tahitian, Salsa/Rueda and Swing Dance
•  ASSC celebrates Latino Heritage Month with a series of cultural events including a discussion on issues affecting the Latino community and a tango  
   workshop

•  Brian Copeland performs his one-man show, Not A Genuine Black Man providing a sociological perspective on “identity” by taking the audience 
   through a journey of his life, sharing his experiences growing up in the East Bay during the 60’s and 70’s
•  The Scream Exhibition opens featuring art from local high school and middle school students at Jefferson, Oceana, Terra Nova, Thornton and 
   Westmoor High Schools and Benjamin Franklin and Fernando Rivera Middle Schools
•  Activist, educator and performer Afia Walking Tree hosts a drum circle and cultural lecture as part of African American Heritage Month

•  Oliver Wang, author of Legions of Boom visits campus for a panel discussion, book signing and DJ showcase sponsored by the Center for Innovative  
   Practices through Hip Hop Education and the Kababayan Learning Community
•  Western Region Council on Black American Affairs (WRCBAA) hosts Community College Career Institute on campus
•  Unlock Your Potential: Career Panel connects students with career professionals to explore their future

•  Eighth Annual Transfer Fair provides students direct access to over 20 representatives from local, out-of-state, public, and private colleges and 
   universities who were able to address student questions about transferring to their schools
•  Over 1,100 middle and high school bay area girls attended the 36th annual Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) geared toward increasing interest in 
   Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) careers through hands-on workshops
•  Ninth Annual Rock The School Bells delivers inspirational day of workshops to over 400 bay area youth and educators
•  A Day of Action honoring Cesar Chavez, offered over 300 students community and campus resources that support the Latino community

•  Veterans Week events honor and support student and community veterans with a guest speaker, Veteran’s Day Ceremony, resource fair and open house
•  Vocal Jazz Ensemble performs at Cuesta College Jazz Festival
•  ESL Registration Day assists prospective students in the enrollment process
•  International Education Week provides a series of events to celebrate diversity and varying cultures
•  Empty Bowls Fundraiser hosted by the Ceramics Club raises over $2,500 for the SparkPoint food pantry

•  The Center for International Trade Development exhibits at the Hanover Messe Conference, the world’s largest industrial trade fair in Hanover, Germany
•  The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center hosts Business Pitch Competition, “Get a Taste of Success” with cash awards presented to top 3 entrepreneurs
•  More than 150 kindergarteners go to college for the day at the annual KinderCaminata event
•  The Spring Musical A Drowsy Chaperone is presented by the Dance, Drama and Music departments

•  The 3rd Street Youth Center visits the campus and explores higher education and pathways to the healthcare industry
•  First Annual Holiday Bling Vendor Fair and Open Mic hosted by the Center for Innovative Practices through Hip Hop Education and Research
•  Sustainability Summit brings students together to generate sustainability project ideas and action plans

•  Energy Systems Technology Management program celebrates its 5-year anniversary and unveils new name, The Center for Sustainable Construction 
•  Poetry reading and book signing by Fil-Am poet, playwright and performer Aimee Suzara, as part of Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month events
•  Career Fair connects students and job seekers from the community with 41 employers looking for talent
•  Forty-sixth Annual Commencement awards 1,355 degrees certificates to 1,153 students

YEAR IN REVIEW
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College Launches New Digital Filmmaking Program
Skyline College will launch its new Digital Filmmaking 
Program. This new program consists of four new digital 
filmmaking courses centered around film production 
and sound design which includes training in field 
recording, studio recording, editing and mixing. A 
degree and certificate program in Digital Filmmaking 
has been approved for Fall 2017.

Beta Theta Omicron Makes Top 10 Internationally
Beta Theta Omicron, the Skyline College chapter of 
the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, was ranked one of 
the top ten chapters of the international honor society. 
The chapter earned the Continued Excellence award 
for achieving Distinguished Chapter status for three 
consecutive years. Beta Theta Omicron received the 
2016 Distinguished Chapter award for their study of 
the effects of invasive plants on Sweeney Ridge and 
their computer literacy program for older adults.

Dr. Pearl Ly Recognized for Leadership
Dr. Pearl Ly, Director of the Learning Commons, was 
presented with the Community College Learning 
Resources Leadership Award from the Association of 
College and Research Libraries (ACRL), Community and 
Junior College Libraries Section (CJCLS) at the June 
2016 American Libraries Association Conference in 
Orlando, FL. She was also selected as an International 
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions 
(IFLA) Fellow to attend the World Library and 
Information Congress (WLIC) in Colombus, OH in 
August 2016. 

Jessica Power’s Amina Named as Outstanding Book 
for Young People
Amina, by J.L. Powers, was honored by The United 
States Board on Books for Young People as a 2016 
Outstanding Internationally Published Book in January 
at the American Library Association’s mid-winter 
conference. 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud Honored Nationally
Skyline College President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, 
was honored with several awards this year including 
the Phi Theta Kappa Shirley B. Gordon Award of 
Distinction, the Mary McLeod Bethune Leaders of 
Distinction Award from the African American Regional 
Educational Alliance, and the California Community 

Colleges Classified Senate Outstanding Statewide 
Leadership Award. Each of these awards underscored 
President Stanback Stroud’s commitment to serving as 
a mentor and role model to those she works with and 
her dedication to furthering and improving educational 
practice both at Skyline College and around the 
country. 

Furthering this commitment to ensuring education is 
available to all, Dr. Stanback Stroud authored an essay 
on education featured in a new book titled What It’s 
Worth: Strengthening the Financial Future of Families, 
Communities and the Nation.

 EXPANDING HORIZONS

POINTS OF PRIDE

When it comes to careers in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM), it’s still a man’s world. 
Skyline College is committed to changing that.

Getting girls excited about STEM is critical to raising 
the number of women who pursue a career in a STEM 
field. Sparking that interest early – before high school 
– helps to set girls on the track toward a meaningful 
career that challenges them to be their best and 
brightest, inspires them to follow their passion, and 
encourages groundbreaking new ways of thinking.

The annual Expanding Your Horizons Conference, held 
at Skyline College, is designed to increase girls’ interest 
in critical STEM careers through hands-on workshops. 
This year, 1,100 middle school and high school girls 
from over 150 schools in four bay area counties 
convened to take part in workshops led by more than 
100 women working in science and engineering.

“For 32 years we’ve been inspiring girls to strive for 
their full potential, no matter what the status quo 
tells them,” says Dr. Christine Case, Skyline College 
Biology Professor. “This conference is about exposing 
girls to career options they may not be familiar with 
and ensuring they take math and science classes to be 
prepared for any career. We’re proud to be inspiring 
the STEM leaders of tomorrow.”

Workshops highlighted the variety of the STEM 
field. Girls designed secret codes, collected forensic 
evidence, made lip balm as “cosmetic chemists,” 
scrubbed in for surgery and learned the chemistry of 
magic tricks. Each girl selected three workshops to 
attend from over 40 options, meaning every girl could 
find something that sparked her passions.

Ultimately, Expanding Your Horizons aims to encourage 
girls to participate in high school math and science 
courses, provide role models for young women who 
are interested in math and science and provide support 
for and promote interaction between people employed 
by industry and education. The conference allows girls 
to come together and get excited about STEM with 
their peers. 

 FOR YOUNG GIRLS  MILESTONES

 AWARDS & 

POINTS OF PRIDE

For 32 years we’ve been 
inspiring girls to strive 
for their full potential, no 
matter what the status 
quo tells them.



 CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR  SKYLINE SHINES AWARDEES

 MEYER EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD

EMPLOYEES & EDUCATORS OF DISTINCTION EMPLOYEES & EDUCATORS OF DISTINCTION

On May 16, 2016, California Community Colleges Board 
of Governors honored Jocelyn Vila, program services 
coordinator in the financial aid department at Skyline 
College with the 2016 Classified Employee of the 
Year Award.  This award honors a classified employee 
who demonstrates the highest level of commitment 
to professional ethics and standards and serves the 
institution through participation in professional and/or 
community activities.

Jocelyn believes that behind every student, there is 
a story, but most importantly, there is a future. She 
strongly demonstrates true dedication to the success of 
our community college students. She is committed to 
empowering and transforming the lives of students by 
providing superior services to our students through her 
outreach and in-reach efforts. 

On a daily basis, Jocelyn is the main point of contact in 
charge of developing and implementing the financial aid 
outreach programs to promote access to higher education 
for low-income and educationally disadvantaged 
students. She also collaborates with on-campus 
departments to help support the retention, completion 
and academic success of Skyline College students.

Community Recipient: Adult-Education 
College and Career Educational Leadership 
(ACCEL)
The Adult-Education College and Career Educational 
Leadership (ACCEL) is the planning body for San 
Mateo County responsible for carrying out the 
charge and opportunity of Assembly Bill 86 to fully 
serve the educational needs of adults. ACCEL is 
collaboratively rethinking and redesigning Adult 
Education to accelerate student success. They are a 
coalition of adult schools, community colleges and 
partners throughout the region and their mission is to 
support adult education students’ transition to college, 
workplace success and community contributions.  
Founded directly in response to AB 86 – Adult 
Education Consortium, this team has been active 
in devising creative solutions to education for the 
thousands of adults left unserved by budget cuts to 
Adult Education. 

Campus Recipient: Amory Cariadus
Amory Cariadus, Director of Student Development, has 
dedicated her career to supporting a campus climate 
that values students by placing them at the center of 
the college work, decisions, activities and efforts. Her 
leadership with the Associated Students of Skyline 
College helped create a robust and active student 
governance council that allows students to voice their 
concerns and ideas through vibrant campus discussions 
and then translate those discussions into concrete 
action.

Amory uses her position to ensure students have 
access to quality programs and services. She often 
takes the time to provide the student perspective in 
the participatory governance process. Amory works 
with college administration, faculty and staff to bring 
in notable speakers, providing enrichment for the 
college campus and community, and she leads the 
student governance council and organizations to 
provide robust connections to the community.

This award was created by foundation donor and retired 
faculty member Phil Meyer, who endowed the award to
recognize a faculty member at Skyline College each year.

Nathan Jones is the coordinator of the African-American 
Success Through Excellence and Persistence (ASTEP) 
Learning Community who, along with a motivated team 
of instructors, strives daily to create an engaging 
atmosphere in the classroom where learning is 
innovative, artistic and intellectually inspiring. As an 
Associate Professor of English, Nathan uses Hip-Hop 
and Critical Pedagogy to instruct his course. His brand 
of teaching has been described as “real world” and both 
students and faculty praise him for meeting the students
where they are. He has shown support for his students 
by writing letters of recommendation to help get them 
get into the colleges and universities of their choices. 21
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 SPARKING THE  GUARANTEEING EQUITABLE EDUCATIONAL

INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY

Skyline College has partnered with non-profit 
workforce and entrepreneur accelerator Base 11 
to kick off the STEM Revolution, a new program 
designed to empower students to become leaders 
and entrepreneurs of the 21st Century in science, 
technology, engineering and math.

A cornerstone of the Base 11-Skyline College 
partnership is Skyline College’s brand new state-
of-the-art Fabrication Laboratory and Innovation 
Center, the first of its kind in a California community 
college and part of a global network that encourages 
intellectual exchange. The Fab Lab hosts a variety 
of cutting edge manufacturing and rapid prototyping 
equipment including advanced 3D printers, a computer-
controlled milling machine, a high-power laser cutter, 
a large gantry routing and drilling bed, molding and 
casting materials, electronic test equipment, and an 
array of electronic components and microprocessor 
development tools for powered and embedded 
design. This new maker space and innovation center 
is open for students, faculty, staff, and members of 
the community, and is a game-changing resource for 
shaping their dreams and ideas into viable products and 
business opportunities.

The availability of new manufacturing and rapid 
prototyping equipment in the Fab Lab allows for the 
integration of cutting edge design projects into all of 
the engineering labs.

The Base 11-Skyline College partnership also includes 
residency-based fellowships and a workforce 
development program. The residency-based fellowship 
program has enabled Skyline College students to 
conduct research at prestigious institutions including 
CalTech, UC Irvine, and the Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum. Base 11’s workforce development 
program is a 16-week training program to insert 
entrepreneurship into several areas of study, most 
notably, STEM courses. Students enrolled in the Base 11 
not-for-credit program will have an opportunity to learn 
about real-world entrepreneurship and be able to use 
the new Fab Lab, to turn their ideas into a reality.

Every student deserves access to the tools they need 
to achieve their educational goals. For students with 
disabilities, this access is especially crucial to their 
success – and it’s why the Skyline College Disability 
Resource Center’s (DRC) Assistive Technology (AT) 
program is such an important part of ensuring we live 
up to our promise of getting students through school 
on time.

Skyline College’s robust AT program is unique in the 
District. Not only do students have access to the latest 
assistive technology in a state-of-the-art lab and 
classroom, but they are also taught how to use that 
technology to enhance their learning.  The center has 
developed a wide range of AT classes that go beyond 
teaching the basics and instead focus on empowering 
students to use technology in a way that works best 
for their learning styles. The SmartPen Loan Program, 
for instance, allows students to borrow SmartPens 
for use in their lectures – an invaluable resource for 
students who struggle to take notes while listening to 
their professors. 

The AT program, in conjunction with the Veteran’s 
Resource Center, was also one of 50 California 
community college programs that received a grant 
providing Sonocent Audio Notetaker licenses for 100 
students. This tool will allow students to audio record 
lectures using their smartphones, remain engaged 
during the lecture and later add notes to the audio 
files. In addition, this year students will have access 
to another program, called Read & Write Gold, that 
will read aloud online materials and allow students to 
highlight important details.

The DRC is proud to continue bringing innovative 
technology and instruction to support student success.  

 ACCESS TO ALL STUDENTS STEM REVOLUTION

The Fabrication Lab 
is… part of a global 
network that encourages 
intellectual exchange.

The center empowers 
students to use 
technology in a way 
that works best for their 
learning styles.
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 FROM SKYLINE COLLEGE  STUDY ABROAD ENHANCES STUDENT

STUDENT LIFE & STUDENT SUCCESS STUDENT LIFE & STUDENT SUCCESS

Many international students were able to transfer 
successfully from Skyline College to prestigious 
universities such as UC Berkeley, UC Santa Barbara, 
University of British Columbia and others after the 
spring semester. Roma Feng from China and Donway 
Dioceldo Sy from the Philippines are shining examples 
of successful international students who used their 
experiences at Skyline College to propel them towards 
academic success. 

Roma Feng believes that her engagement in the 
International Student Program, as well as the 
International Affairs Student Club provided valuable 
experience for her. As a student leader, Roma had an 
active role in the planning and the implementation 
of the 2015 International Education Week, the 
international student orientation and the international 
food festival. Roma also shared how services at Skyline 
College, such as The Learning Center, counseling 
department and the Transfer Center improved her 
academic performance and helped her transfer 
successfully to University of California, Santa Barbara. 

Donway Sy served as the President of Phi Theta Kappa, 
was an honors transfer student, and an active volunteer 
in many local organizations, such as the Second Harvest 
Food Bank, San Francisco City Impact and Relay for 
Life San Bruno. Because of his academic excellence 
and involvement in the community, Donway received 
admission offers from many prestigious universities, 
and he chose to transfer to the University of British 
Columbia. Donway summarizes his experience at 
Skyline College by stating “I have been at Skyline 
College for four semesters and have enjoyed my time 
here. Skyline helped me achieve not just a good GPA 
which is required to transfer, but also to gain a new 
perspective of my surroundings.”

Since 1986, Skyline College and the San Mateo County 
Community College District (SMCCCD) have offered 
study abroad opportunities to students. In this, its 30th 
year, a record number of 35 students are preparing to 
study abroad for a semester in London, England in fall 
2016.

While the increase in study abroad is promising, the 
biggest obstacle for community college students is 
the high expense of studying abroad. SMCCCD Study 
Abroad launched a Community Travel Program where 
a portion of the program fee funds study abroad 
scholarships. It also offers the greater San Mateo 
County community the opportunity to explore the 
world with the assurance of a dedicated tour director. 
These hand-crafted itineraries for a small group of 
10-15 community members were implemented with 
the inaugural program - The Grand Tour of Italy. The 
group toured eight cities in Italy - from the canals of 
Venice to the stunning island of Capri and the history 
of ancient Rome and Vatican City. 

Although Europe is the number one destination for 
American students to study abroad, non-traditional 
study abroad destinations are a focus for SMCCCD 
Study Abroad. The program received a grant from the 
California Colleges for International Education to 
research Ethiopia as a destination for a two-week 
study abroad course in summer 2017. Skyline College 
also has an established study abroad course in Cuba 
lead by Professor of History John Ulloa. Cuba was 
recently approved for the U.S. Government’s flagship 
study abroad scholarship- the Benjamin A. Gilman 
Scholarship - after President Barrack Obama’s visit to 
the country in March 2016.

 TO TOP UNIVERSITIES  SUCCESS THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS

The biggest obstacle for
community college 
students is the high 
expense of studying 
abroad.
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 MAKING THE DREAM OF

STUDENT LIFE & STUDENT SUCCESS

Pricsilla Sanchez-Peña has taken charge of her future 
time and time again. Now, it’s paid off. 

Pricsilla graduated from Skyline College with an 
associate degree in natural science, and is also the 
recipient of the prestigious Pister Scholarship, awarded 
to just 13 community college students nationwide who 
wish to transfer to UC Santa Cruz, show exceptional 
achievement despite adverse socio-economic status 
and have demonstrated a commitment to assisting and 
improving the lives of others.

Her story is a powerful one. 

After immigrating to the United States from Mexico 
when she was thirteen, Priscilla was met with the 
challenge of learning a new language and a new 
culture in a new home.

“Nothing made sense…Everybody here spoke a 
language I didn’t know, but I knew I needed to learn 
this if I wanted to communicate.”

She sought help from family and friends, and when 
she entered high school a year later, she skipped 
two levels of English language development and was 
determined to keep pace with her classmates. She not 
only succeeded, she thrived.

But her undocumented status complicated the next 
step in her educational journey and she found herself 
in need of some guidance. So senior year, Pricsilla 
enrolled in the Hermanos/as program, a Skyline 
College initiative designed to help Latino/a high school 
students identify a pathway to higher education.

“The first semester was all about what it means to be 
a Latina and the second was about having a plan for 
what to do for college. The class was really informative 
because I knew nothing about the college system as a 
first generation student.”

It was in this class that she decided to attend Skyline 
College. 

Pricsilla didn’t waste a second. She enrolled in a full 
load of classes and became active in the Associated 
Students of Skyline College, serving first as a 
representative and then as vice president where she 
sat on the College Governance Council, among others.

She also joined the Puente Learning Community 
which encourages students to transfer to a four-
year educational institution. While in the program, 
Pricsilla met Professor Lucia Lachmayr who became an 
invaluable mentor. 

“Lucia was, is and will continue to be one of the 
people that was always behind me saying you can do 
this. She encouraged me the most, and kept telling me 
to not let anything stop me.”

And nothing has stopped Pricsilla yet. She’ll be 
enrolling at UC Santa Cruz as a biology major, with 
hopes of pursuing a Ph.D. in bioengineering. Her 
passion for education, and her appreciation for the 
system that has helped her succeed, is driving her to 
someday share her passion with other students as well.

 COLLEGE A REALITY

Pricsilla’s undocumented 
status complicated the 
next step in her 
educational journey and 
she found herself in need 
of some guidance.
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