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	Assignment Fulfillment


	Essay is off-topic and/or fails to fulfill the directives (i.e., minimum number of quotes, etc.). 

. . 
	Essay is on-topic but fails to fulfill some of the directives (i.e., minimum number of quotes, etc.).
	Essay is on-topic and fulfills most of the directives (i.e., minimum number of quotes, etc.).
	Essay is on-topic and fulfills all directives (i.e., minimum number of quotes, etc.).


	Thesis
	Thesis is missing, unfocused or vague.
	Thesis is clear and engages the topic appropriately, but is not original. 


	Thesis is clear, engages the topic appropriately, and is somewhat original.  
	Thesis is clear, insightful, and original.  

	Organization/ Coherence/ Focus
	No clearly defined or apparent organization.  Paragraphs lack focus and cohesion.

	Sequence of ideas is functional but may have abrupt or illogical shifts.
	Sequence of ideas is effective but may lack smooth transitions. 
	Sequence of ideas and transitions between paragraphs are effective.

	Development & Support
	Body paragraphs contain summaries or generalizations that lack relevant supporting evidence and analysis.  

	Body paragraphs offer a functional level of evidence and analysis which at times may be too general.
	Body paragraphs offer solid, convincing, and somewhat original analysis of relevant evidence.
	Body paragraphs offer richly developed, insightful, original, and convincing analysis of relevant evidence.

	Grammar & Usage
	Frequent errors in grammar, usage and spelling.
	Some errors in grammar, usage and spelling.  Sentences may by simplistic, choppy or awkward.
	Occasional errors in grammar, usage and spelling.  Demonstrate syntactical maturity through varied sentence structure.
	Few if any grammatical or proofreading errors.

Demonstrate syntactical maturity through varied sentence structure.



	Basic Research & Documentation Skills
	Neglects relevant sources and/ or improperly cites sources according to MLA format.
	Inconsistently integrates relevant sources and quotes to substantiate claims, and demonstrates an inconsistent use of MLA format.
	Integrates relevant sources and quotes to substantiate claims, using MLA format with occasional lapses in usage.
	Smoothly integrates relevant sources and quotes to substantiate claims, consistently using MLA format.  
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