Standards for Essays – rubric 


	      
    

characteristics
	F/D (0-1 point)

	C (2 points)
	B (3 points)
	A (4 points)

	1

Quality of

Thesis Statement / Thesis Paragraph
	No identifiable thesis statement.  Essay lacks a central controlling idea. 
	Thesis statement is vague, or not clearly articulated, or not interesting (such that it would require an argument).
	Essay has an interesting thesis statement, but it could be sharpened or better expressed.  
	Clear, precise, and interesting thesis statement.  The reader has a clear idea of the conclusion of the main argument.

	2

Grammar and Writing Mechanics


	Excessive spelling and grammatical errors.  No citation or incorrect citation
	Numerous spelling and grammatical errors.  Incomplete citations.
	Some spelling or grammatical errors.  Text is correctly cited for sources.
	Few spelling or grammatical errors.  Text is correctly cited for sources.

	
3

Completeness

and 
Development

of the Thesis 
	Main ideas are missing or only superficially developed.
	Main ideas are adequately developed, but incompletely.  Reader has to fill in the gaps.


	The thesis is well developed.  The main ideas are presented and explained.
	Thesis is focused and very well developed.  Main ideas are thoroughly and accurately presented.



	4

Structure /

Organization.

Logic and

Support. 
	Poorly structured.  Essay lacks a clear argument.  Premises are given, but they are untrue, or obviously problematic, or irrelevant.
	The argument structure could be made clearer.  Premises are provided, but could be supported in greater detail.
	There is some logic and structure to the essay.  The premises provide information that is relevant to the conclusion.  Premises are supported with some detail  
	Essay structure clearly reflects argument structure.  The argument is clear and logically correct.  The premises are well-supported with reliable sources of information.

	5

Overall effectiveness, Creativity, 

Style, 

Content


	Only basic information or common knowledge is presented. 

The essay shows only some familiarity with the topic.  Poorly written and uninteresting.


	Main ideas are present with some attempt to make them interesting.

The reader at least has some sense of the purpose of the essay.  Readable but not engaging.
	Main ideas have importance and are presented in a manner that makes them interesting.

The reader is informed of the ideas and is intrigued.


	The essay engages the interest of an intelligent reader.  The reader is accurately informed about important matters and wants to read more.  Very well written. 


