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Victoria P. Morrow, President

July 29, 2010

President’s Report to the Board of Trustees

I made my monthly report to the board last night and it is available at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/index.html.  Several members of the Skyline College and district staff were recognized by the board with an “Above and Beyond Award” related to the creation of our new Veterans’ Resource Center on the third floor of Building 2:  Skyline’s Sylvia Martinez and Richard Inokuchi, as well as district staff Jose Nunez, Brad Witham and Patty Della Bona. Thanks to Regina Stanback Stroud for the first photo of Sylvia, Jose, Patty and Board President Pat Miljanich.  I took the second photo of Skyline Veterans’ Club President Jarom Vahai, who spoke eloquently about the students’ appreciation for our Resource Center.
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Two Skyline students receive $5000 UCLA scholarships
Former Skyline students Isaiah Yuan Lan and Melanie Lago Cuesta, both of whom transferred to UCLA, are among only 40 outstanding new UCLA students to receive a Transfer Alliance Program (TAP) Scholarship for the forthcoming year.  Here is how the letter I received about it from UCLA describes these awards:

Through a number of generous donors, UCLA is able to provide annual scholarships for transfer students entering UCLA.  Recipients must be certified as having completed the Honors/Scholars Program at their community college.  The students are officially recognized as participants in the college’s TAP Scholars Program.  Selection as a TAP Scholar entitles transfer students to an academic scholarship of at least $5,000 per year.  The scholarship is renewable for a second year if students have achieved a UCLA GPA of at least 3.0 (B average), completed 45 units (by Fall 2011), and have participated in or are committed to participating in undergraduate research or an off-campus internship.

Please join me in congratulating these fine students, and Honors Transfer faculty Katharine Harer (Program Director), Melissa Komadina (Counselor), and Joyce Lee (Counselor).  Thanks also to the other Honors Transfer faculty who worked with these students.
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ASSC launches the new academic year with a College Services Fair

Ray Parenti-Kurtilla, incoming president of the Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC), has just announced that ASSC is sponsoring a series of campus wide events to help promote student and community awareness.  The goal is to open opportunities to our students and create a feeling of school spirit among both our students and the community we serve.  On Tuesday, August 24, the ASSC will be holding a College Services Fair from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm on the Main Quad in front of Building 6.  There will be tables set up for the programs, services and divisions who wish to participate in this event. If you are interested in participating, please call the Student Activities Office at (650) 738-4275 to reserve a table by Thursday, August 19.  Please contact the ASSC office at (650) 738-4327 or the Student Activities Office at (650) 738-4275 if you have any additional questions.

What is happening on the ground at Skyline

Have you seen the new mural going up in the loading dock area of Building One?  Do check it out!  Paul Bridenbaugh, Gallery Coordinator and Art instructor, designed a dragon mural for the entrance and is now painting it with the help of some of his students.  So far they have the wall gridded, and drawing and some painting are in on about 1/2 of the mural. The rest of the work will be done during fall semester.  Below is Paul’s description of the project, along with a photo of what it will look like when it is completed.  This project is funded through the President’s Innovation Fund.

This 42’ x 23’ mural design for the Right Wall of the Parking Lot E entrance to Building 1 at Skyline uses an abstracted form of a Vietnamese dragon as starting point for its design. One of the design challenges for this location is to create an image that will tie into the existing gallery mural thematically and visually, yet allow the new mural room for conceptual expansion. The design is specifically related to the location, and works around existing architectural features (doorway, handrail, and door opening switch).  The mural image has designed to be seen from an oblique, foreshortened angle, ‘squishing’ the image into a more compressed form.  Note that unlike the first mural, there is no ‘long-shot’ opportunity for viewing this mural, it can only be viewed from an oblique angle.  There are 40 concrete panels, averaging 2’ x 11' high.  The dragon image is set against a light blue background, with a pale yellow at the top, representing moonlight. The Vietnamese dragon is a Sky dragon, and the blue represents the Sky--its abode. The dragon’s body is filled with textile patterns from many cultures, representing the diversity of the Skyline College community.  The location is ideally suited for a dragon image.  Revered all over Asia, dragons are seen as benevolent, omniscient, and as bringing blessings and good fortune.  They are commonly located to the right of an entrance to a room or building; this orientation is said to bring good luck to those who pass by. 
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The truth you search for cannot be grasped.

As night adhances, a bright moon
iluminates the whole ocean;

The dragon's jewels are found in every wane.
Looking for the moon, it is here,
in this wave, in the next.

-Xuedou Zhongxian





Skyline’s College Success Initiative (CSI) spearheads Math Placement Test preparation

Students are now able to prepare for the Skyline College Math Placement test prior to taking these exams through a project undertaken by the CSI committee and supported by the Statewide Basic Skills Initiative. Through an innovative arrangement bringing together the Math Department, the Assessment Office and publishing company Pearson, students may now utilize free software that provides tutoring and support for students. Skyline students now have MyMathTest, an interactive website to help them review to place at an appropriate level. The software contains step by step instructions on how to solve problems and provides a personalized study plan for students. All students are now being encouraged to use this free resource prior to taking the test or when considering to re-test. Thank you to the CSI Committee, Math Professor Rick Hough, Assessment Coordinator Andy Davis and Pearson Publishing for making this available. More information can be found on the placement testing website:

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/placement_testing/MyMathTest%20.html.   
Corral appointed as Interim Director of the Learning Center and TRiO

Romeo Garcia has resigned from his position as Learning Center/TRiO Student Services Director to pursue other opportunities, as of July 29.  Skyline TRiO Counselor Nohel Corral has accepted the position on an interim basis until the search process to select a permanent director is completed.  Nohel  has been with Skyline College since 2007 and has served as the first full-time TRiO counselor since Fall 2009, providing personal, academic and career counseling. He brings with him a combination of experience in student services and instruction, as well as a background in administration, serving as assistant director in a business mentoring program at CSU Long Beach.  Nohel  is enthusiastic about working with the Skyline community in his new role as Interim Director, which begins Monday, August 2.  Please join me in wishing Romeo the best, and in giving a warm welcome to Nohel.

Gacutan assumes permanent role as Administrative Secretary

Golda Gacutan has been appointed as the permanent Administrative Secretary for the Vice President for Student Services as of July 17.  She has been carrying out that role on a temporary basis.  She holds two associate degrees from Skyline College, one in Paralegal/Legal Studies and one in Liberal Arts.  Her bachelor’s degree is from San Francisco State University in Criminal Justice.  Please join me in congratulating her.

Zepeda becomes Division Assistant 

Kennya Zepeda assumed the role of Division Assistant for the Language Arts Division on July 26.  She served as an Admissions Assistant II in the Admissions and Records Office at Skyline for ten years, with a particular focus on serving international students.  She holds an Associate of Arts degree from Skyline College in Administrative Assistant.

Do you have a suggestion?
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html
 

                



Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website, 

     

	


 


        

For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link: 

 

 



 

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:
·     The Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/ 

·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/ 

·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/ 

 

Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/
-----
Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D.
President
 

Skyline College
 

3300 College Drive
San Bruno, CA  94066
650-738-4111
 

www.SkylineCollege.edu
morrowv@smccd.edu
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Skyline Physical Education, Dance and Athletics Celebrates 40 years


This summer, as a way to cap our 40 year anniversary, the current and former deans of Physical Education, Dance and Athletics got together to celebrate and reminisce. These six individuals have served in that role since the inception of the college in 1969. It was a great afternoon filled with many warm memories and great stories. The gentlemen pictured below are (from left to right):


Seated (Front Row): Bob Lualhati, 1980-1984 and 1991-1995; Andy Ruiz, 1984-1990; Ed Johnson, 1995 – 2001


Standing (Back Row): Walt Rilliet, 1969-1980; Andreas Wolf, 2001-2006; Joe Morello, 2006-Present.





Thanks to Kevin Corsiglia for the photo.
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To help flow the energy of the image into the entrance to Building 1, the following poem by Song Dynasty Master Xuedou Zhongxian will be painted above the doorway:
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