
Health, Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee 
February 7, 2019 
Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Attendance: Jim Vangele, Eloisa Briones, Amory Cariadus, Will Minnich, Ben’Zara Minkin, John Doctor, 
Theresa Tentes, Nancy Lam, Mousa Ghanma, Scott Mansfield, Connor Fitzpatrick, Vince Garcia, Michelle 
Batista, Kylin Johnson, Melissa Matthews, Lori Slicton, Lucia Lachmayr, Carmen Richardson, Marco 
Wehrfritz. Recorder: Linda Bertellotti 

 

1. Approval of 12/6 minutes:  Minutes approved as written. 
 

2. Approval of 2/7 agenda:  Agenda approved as written. 
 

3. Power Outage Debrief: 1/24/19 and 1/16/19 

John: The January 24 power outage was caused by a fallen tree branch onto a power line near 
Parcel B and it caused a fire.  January 16 was due to a storm.  

1/16/19 

Eloisa: For the storm outage on 1/16, it was late afternoon, and the whole neighborhood lost 
power.  Traffic signals were out on Skyline Blvd and the storm was continuing to intensify into 
the evening.  VP Mendoza and Cherie Colin took steps to determine if it was necessary to close 
the campus and cancel the evening classes. Campus evacuated by 6pm. Power was restored 
around 9 pm. 

Theresa: on the night of the storm, she was evacuating later and noticed a lot of cars coming 
into campus when we were officially closed.  There were no directions or signs to tell people. 
Jim said Public Safety put up signage and blocked it off, but then got a call from SBPD who told 
us that people needed access to be able to get to Pacifica through Sharp Park.  

Lori: can we first evacuate our campus before SBPD or another group enters the campus as a 
detour option.   

Ben’Zara agreed.   

 

1/24/19 

With the small fire on 1/24, we activated the EOC and the guidelines we established are that as 
long as there is daylight and faculty/students are able to proceed with the classes, then it’s okay.  
Other classes, such as those in B7, had to be canceled. Updates were provided to the EOC and 
they were able to decide, based on Jose Nunez recommendation and the PG&E estimate for 
power to come back, to cancel the afternoon classes and reopen the campus in the evening.   



Lori: no official text message was received by students and employees to confirm that campus 
operations were resuming. Jim replied there was no follow up because everything was stated in 
one message.  MCPR sends out the gwamail and emails. Connor said social media and website 
updates were made.  Alert U did not provide the update per Amory and she recommends that it 
should provide an update once campus activities were resumed.   

Carmen said the parking lot exiting was too chaotic, particularly with the construction near 
Campus Drive.  She recommends that officers or others direct traffic.   

 

 

General Power Outage Discussion 

Mousa: Building 7 staff/students can only spend five minutes in the labs without venting hoods 
operating.  After they evacuated recently, he said that he looked through the glass and noticed 
that some activities (things in the labs) were still running and he could not unlock the door to 
turn it off as his access relies on his badge.  He would like to know if there is a special shutdown 
process for the lab technicians, or if physical keys can be issued for select staff.   

John: most people should have a key and he suggests staff approach the dean, get the key that 
they need, and John will process the requests.  Amory said there is a similar issue to the ACAMS 
doors in B6 and she would like to request a mechanical key for B6.   

Eloisa: we will need to have a way to track who has the keys, get the keys returned (and return 
the key request form) to Facilities.  

Scott: procedures are being requested for the various drills that reiterate the steps for a power 
outage.  Specifically, people are looking for direction for how to approach power outages.  Is it 
an automatic evacuation? Or shelter in place? 

Jim: Power outages should be approached as follows: 

1. Building captains get a radio and check their area.  Listen for instructions or call on the radio 
if you need guidance.   

2. Always prioritize safety so evacuate areas that you deem unsafe to continue normal 
operations (too dark, no venting in labs, etc.) 

Ben’Zara said they are creating district-wide standard operating procedures that will provide 
guidelines that will help with decision-making capabilities, particularly on routine events such as 
power outages.  

  

4. Lockdown drill Debrief:  

Lucia: Only 2 out of 30 students got the Lockdown text in Alert U. Ben’Zara said the enrollment 
in AlertU is low, which is why we are changing to a new system, called Regroup, that will be opt-
out instead of opt-in.  



There was also some confusion about the date of the lockdown drill so MCPR sent the 
announcement later in the day. Eloisa said they were working around a 
kinesiology/athletics/dance event and the VPI office made the decision to hold the drill on short 
notice instead of canceling the evening lockdown drill. 

Eloisa: they are going to propose changing the dates of drills to alternate Tuesday/Thursday and 
Monday/Wednesday so she will prepare a list of dates that the committee can review and 
approve. They want to also work around finals, midterms, add/drop dates.  Drill dates will be 
planned 3 years in advance so that large events can be taken into consideration if we know the 
dates in advance.  

Ben’Zara: we want to send an email announcing drills the semester before AND a week ahead.  
The district is sending a survey to get feedback on the lockdown drill so they can address the 
issues. 

Amory: will students have access to the new alert system? Yes, they are the first group that we 
are considering with the new system.  There will be some lag time while HR obtains each 
employee’s and student’s cell phone number. The new system will call them, text them, and 
email them at the same time.   

Ben’Zara said they also want to specially train those who are in buildings that cannot hear the 
alarms or announcements or who are in glassed-in offices that really cannot 
barricade/lockdown.  Ben’Zara said that if anyone has questions about how to 
lockdown/barricade in their area they should contact his department and they can visit and 
advise. 

 

5. Building Captain Training: 

Ben’Zara is working with Eloisa to plan dates for upcoming building captain training, with the 
first meeting being an orientation of their responsibilities.  It is a three-day training in total. He 
would like to get feedback from the captains on issues they are currently having so they can 
build that into the curriculum.  He is working to decide if it is three separate weekly trainings or 
three consecutive days.  He is also updating each College’s Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) to 
incorporate campus specific information into the training. 

 

6. Standing Reports:  

Facilities 

Parcel B stormwater drain should be done by mid-March.  It has been pushed back becaue of 
the storms.  They started the ridgetrail exercise area with ADA accessibility from the new 
housing to the campus, grading and new concrete, remove trip hazards and lighting installed. 
That should be done in September. Building 12 is on time and scheduled to open on August 20.  
Pacific Heights: bathrooms were just reopened on February 6.  

 



Health Center 

Michele: John is ordering a new transport as well as AED pads and everything is on the way.  The 
ditrict is ready to go with CPR classes and Ben’zara said it is $22 per staff and is about five hours.  
He asked the committee to determine when and how often they would like to have the class.  It 
would also include EPI pen and NARCAN training.  The additional EPI and NARCAN brings it up to 
7 hours and $24. 

 

Public Safety 

Jim: Public Safety is working with Ben’Zara on the emergency preparedness projects. Those who 
have Go bags, find them so that Jim can do an inventory the contents.  Scott has sent an email 
asking for the lists and will share them with Jim. 

Vince Garcia introduced himself as Ben’s intern, also working in District Emergency 
Preparedness. 

 

Email Linda B. for March meeting topics . 

 

 

 


