
Adding 
Creative 
Thinking
to ISLOs



Why add Creative Thinking?

- 21st-century employer 
demand

- Creativity missing from 
current ISLOs 

- Critical Thinking bullets 
too narrow in scope
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Why add Creative Thinking?
- Woven across ALL disciplines, 

but
○ Not transparent to students
○ Not measured 
○ Not shown value
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How to measure 
Creativity? 

Some traditional methods...
1. How Creative a Person Is - The Guilford Model 

(the Torrance Test of Creativity is based on this)
1. How Creative a Work Is - The Taxonomy of Creative Design
2. Creative Work Against Given Criteria - The Requirements 

Model
3. Cultural Value of Creative Work - Csikszentmihalyi’s Model
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Psychologist J. P. Guilford measures of a person's 
creative responses:

● Fluency: number of responses
● Flexibility:  types of responses
● Originality:  uniqueness of responses
● Elaboration: detail of responses



What’s going on 
at other institutions? 

A few examples:

- Salt Lake City Community College SLCC's Learning Outcomes
- Daytona State College Learning Outcomes Assessment
- College of the Canyons Why have Institutional Learning 

Outcomes?
- CSU East Bay  Cal State East Bay General Education Program 

& Breadth Requirements - CSU East Bay - Acalog ACMS™
- AACU Essential Learning Outcomes and VALUE rubrics
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http://www.slcc.edu/gened/learning-outcomes.aspx
https://www.daytonastate.edu/ie/files/Academic%20Learning%20Outcomes%20Assessment%20Template.pdf
https://www.canyons.edu/administration/committees/casl/learningoutcomes/islos/index.php
https://catalog.csueastbay.edu/content.php?catoid=19&navoid=12587
https://www.aacu.org/essential-learning-outcomes
https://www.aacu.org/value-rubrics








AACU Value Rubric for Creative and Innovative Thinking

Higher-level thought processes that imagine new possibilities.

Through application of imaginative thought and activity, something
novel is conceived and/or produced.

“Creative thinking is both (1) the capacity to combine or synthesize
existing ideas, images, or expertise in original ways and (2) the
experience of thinking, reacting, and working in an imaginative way
characterized by a high degree of innovation, divergent thinking, and
risk taking”
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Skyline College 
Creative Thinking ILSO options 
and 
Bullets/Rubric Drafts

- Add to header OR just add bullets?
- Dual header gives transparency and value to both
- Bullets and rubric only DRAFTS
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