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Nancy Kaplan-Biegel – top row, center – and students in the award winning 
program 

 

 

 
 
 

SKYLINE SHINES 
 
Who’s Who at Skyline College – Nancy Kaplan-Biegel 
Photo by Connie Beringer 
When asked to highlight her accomplishments as Skyline College‟s journalism program coordinator, Nancy 
Kaplan-Biegel is reluctant to credit herself. Instead, she attributes the success of The Skyline View, the college 
newspaper she advises, to the energy and commitment of her enthusiastic students. Her students, though, are 
likely to say she matches their enthusiasm, both for media literacy and students‟ First Amendment rights. 
Whatever the reason, the paper has repeatedly won awards at regional and state conferences, and her students 
continue to get jobs at media outlets. In the past several years, Nancy says the changes in journalism – namely 
convergence with the Internet – have made her job particularly exciting. She has embraced these changes whole 
heartedly, continually updating her skills and encouraging her students to look for new ways to tell the community‟s 
stories through multimedia. Nancy is currently serving as vice president of the Journalism Association of 
Community Colleges. (Thanks to Dean Connie Beringer for her contribution to this article.) 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 

February 23, 2011 
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Dr. George Wright 

 

“A Heart Wrenching Affair” – Fundraiser for Skyline College club supporting women in 
automotive technology  

Julia Johnson, a faculty member in Automotive Technology, noted that 
women were not completing their studies in automotive technology. 
She wrote a proposal for President‟s Innovation Funds to recruit and 
support the retention of women in automotive technology. Julia‟s 
efforts have resulted in 11 women enrolled. The women call 
themselves “The Heart Wrenchers.” The Heart Wrenchers is a club to 
support women enrolled in Skyline's Automotive Technology Program 
during their time in school and when they enter the automotive 
industry. The club is only a few months old and is already working on 
projects to bring automotive knowledge and assistance to women in 
the community. These young women are active in high school 
recruiting, working with local Girl Scout Troops to earn their 
Automotive Merit Badges, and working on partnerships with local 
organizations to provide automotive service and repairs to low-income 
women and families.  They held their first fundraiser, "A Heart 
Wrenching Affair," in support of these projects on February 12 at 
Pissed Off Pete's in San Francisco, where there was live music, food, 
drinks and drawings!  (Thanks to Julia Johnson for her contribution to 
this article.) 

 

 
Skyline College Professor Kicks Off Political Science 
Faculty Forum at Chico State 
Before joining the faculty of Skyline College, Dr. George Wright, professor 
of History and Political Science, served as a member in the Political 
Science Department at Chico State for 30 years.  As a celebrated 
academician, he admits (modestly) to being somewhat of a legend at 
Chico State.  Knowing that he would attract a large crowd from the public 
and student body, the organizers of the Political Science Faculty Forum 
asked Dr. Wright to kick off the weekly event with a presentation on his 
recent paper discussing the attacks on public workers‟ pensions.  Dr. 
Wright sets the stage of the discussion by describing the historical-legal 
context of the assault on workers‟ pensions.  And he argues that 
corporate interests, led by the Wall Street banking and investor sector, 
have taken advantage of the current economic crisis to accelerate their 
attack on unionized labor.  The lecture was held on February 11and was 
attended by faculty, students, staff and the public.  For more information 
about Dr. George Wright, please visit his site at 
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/wrightg/ (Thanks to Dr. George Wright 
for his contribution to this article.) 
 

 
Skyline College Student – Ray Parenti-Kurttila 
Whether it‟s serving up pancakes at the Annual Pancake Breakfast, performing in 
Skyline College‟s production of Rocky Horror Picture Show or participating as a 
member of Skyline College Council or District Shared Governance Council you can 
count on Ray Parenti-Kurttila, President of the Associated Students of Skyline College, 
to ensure that students‟ views are represented and to lend a helping hand.  Ray is a 
Political Science major with a passion for student advocacy.  Ray, the Student Senate 
and District Student Council  are gearing up for lobbying efforts to make certain that the 
State Legislature sees education as a priority and to help reduce the further drastic cuts 
to community college  funding.  Giving back to the community and helping those in 
need is an essential part of Ray‟s life.  In addition to serving as Student Body President, 
he is the Event Chair for Skyline College‟s second annual Relay for Life Event, which 
supports the American Cancer Society.  He and the Relay for Life Event Team are 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/wrightg/
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Julia Hansen 

 

looking for individuals and teams to participate in the relay on April 30- May 1.  Those interested in supporting this 
worthy cause, may contact Ray at parentikurttila@smccd.edu for additional information.   (Thanks to Student 
Activities Coordinator, Amory Cariadus for her contribution to this article.) 

 

 

Skyline College Professor Julia Hansen 
Performs in Morning Music Concert 
Photo by Regina Stanback Stroud 
Skyline College is the academic and cultural center of the 
community. In the MUS. 250: World Music class, students 
experience a “…survey of selected listening and readings from 
the music of Asia, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands, Americas, 
Africa and the Middle East”. Now the entire college community 
may have this intellectual and cultural experience through the 
Morning Music Concerts developed out of the World Music 
class. Music faculty member Julia Hansen performed “Piano 
Music from Around the World” on February 7.  Professor 
Hansen performed 18

th
, 19

th
 and 20

th
 century music from 

Spain, Norway, Poland, France, Hungary, China, Argentina, 
Brazil and the USA. One of the selections performed was 
composed by music faculty member Robert Conrad. This was 
the first performance of the piece entitled Summer (Under the 
Sun). 

 
 
Beta Theta Omicron - “A Day at the Park” for San Bruno Fire Victims 
On Saturday February 5, Beta Theta Omicron, Skyline College's Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, put on "A Day 
at the Park" to give away care packages to the victims of the San Bruno gas explosion and fire. They 
prepared over 150 bags to be distributed and had a substantial turnout throughout the day. Beta Theta 
Omicron members will be working closely with San Bruno leaders who now work personally with the victims 
of the fire to continue distributing supplies door to door.  Pictured in the photo below, from left to right, are: 
Hong Hoang, Charity Walden, Brittany Natali, Katrina Cheung, Ashley Zuniga and Casey Fortier.  (Thanks to 
Dr. Christine Case for her contribution to this article.) 

mailto:parentikurttila@smccd.edu
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'Bungas', Documentation of Public Art Mural 
Project by Megan Wilson, in Yogyakarta 
Indonesia. 

 
 

'Rabbit Ears', John Wehrle,  
Mixed Media 

 

 
‗Rabbit Ears,‘ John Wehrle, Mixed 
Media 

 

  

Acrylic and Oil paint 'Copper 

Scheff' , Jet Martinez, Mixed 

Media on wood Panel 

 
Acrylic and oil paint ‗Copper 
Scheff, Jet Martinez, Mixed 
Media on  

 

Private = Public: Group Exhibition Open Now 
A group exhibition, Private = Public, featuring Bay Area artists Jet Martinez, 
Robert Ortbal, Johanna Poethig, William Wareham, John Wehrle, and Megan 
Wilson, is now open at Skyline College. 

 
The artists in Private = Public all are 
active in both public art projects and 
private studio practice. This exhibition 
looks at the connections- physical, 
stylistic and conceptual - between the 
two modes of working. 
 
The exhibition opened on Monday, 
February 7, and will be on view until  
March 18. A reception for the artists 
was held on Wednesday, February 9.  
 
Gallery Hours  
Monday, Tuesday: 1:00-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 1:00-5:00 p.m.  
Thursday:  2:00-4:00 p.m.  
Friday: 10:00 a.m.-12 noon.  
Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More information on this and upcoming exhibits, including more information and pictures may be found at 
the Skyline College Art Gallery website at http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/   

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/
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PROGRAMS 
 
Black History Month: Honoring the Contributions Celebrating Achievement  
The Skyline College African American Success Through Excellence and Persistence (ASTEP) Learning 
Community will host three events designed to increase the awareness of the history, cultural background 
and achievements of African Americans.   For more information about the ASTEP Learning Community 
contact co-coordinators Phyllis Taylor at ext. 4233 and Pat Deamer at ext. 4217.  (Thanks to Professor 
Phyllis Taylor for her contribution to this article.)  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GSA MIXES & MINGLES! 
Photos by AJ Bates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Skyline College Gay-Straight Alliance held its Spring 2011 welcome event, Mix & Mingle, on Wednesday, 
January 26.  Over thirty students attended!  It was an opportunity for the returning members to welcome 
newcomers to the club and talk about the last semester‟s events, including the Coming Out Day Closet Door, a 
BBQ in the Park, and Holiday Ice Skating.  The club President Priscilla Cortez and Vice-President Heidi Hansen, 
along with the other officers, presented ideas for the upcoming semester, including a queer conference with GSA 
groups from the sister colleges, marching in the San Francisco Pride Parade, and setting up a Trained Allies 
program to prevent and address bullying.  The GSA‟s regular meeting time is Wednesday at Noon in Building 6, 
Room 6205. The Gay-Straight Alliance is always happy to see new faces at the meetings from the campus 
community – students, faculty, and staff! 
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Crystal Shetaya 

 

Rock The School Bells! 
Photos by Nate Nevado 

 
Rock The School Bells" Conference is a student-led, student-organized event aimed to educate and empower the 
youth, students, and the communities at-large about the importance of higher education and personal development 
through the usage of hip-hop.  They will be hosting the 4th annual Rock The School Bells Hip-Hop Conference on 
Saturday, March 26, 2011, from 9:00a.m.-4:00 p.m. highlighting educational workshops such as Hip-Hop 
Entrepreneurship/Hip-Hop Economics and Bay Area Hip-Hop History.  Youth and students will also engage in hip-
hop cultural art forms such as various dance styles and creative writing.  The conference will be followed by an 
event show filled with a variety of hip-hop performances.  The evening show will include recognition of recipients of 
the Rock The School Bells Creative Arts Scholarship.  Proceeds from conference registration and concert ticket 
sales will go the Rock The School Bells Educational Fund.  For more information, please contact Nate Nevado at 
nevadon@smccd.edu. 

 
 

Skyline College Presents at the Annual Youth Scholarship 
Forum! 
Photo by Regina Stanback Stroud 

Skyline College attended the annual “Youth Scholarship Forum” at the 
South San Francisco Community Learning Center on Tuesday, January 
25, 2011. Crystal Shetaya, Financial Aid Technician and Scholarship 
Coordinator, gave a presentation to a packed classroom of very engaged 
high school students and their parents. Financial aid and scholarship 
information was presented in order to educate the students on the various 
financial aid opportunities available to them as they prepare for higher 
education, and scholarship applications packets were handed out as well. 
Skyline College will continue to be a presence at this annual event for the 
city of South San Francisco. For more information about the event and 
scholarships, contact Crystal Shetaya at ext. 7011. (Thanks to Dr. Maria 
Escobar for her contribution to this article.) 

 
 
ASTEP MATH ACADEMY FEATURED AT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING! 
Photo by Jing Luan 
Professors Pat Deamer and Pauline Wethington, along 
with Vice President of Instruction, Mike Williamson 
delivered a compelling presentation about the impact that 
the ASTEP Math Academy has on the lives of students.  
They were accompanied by 16 students who were all 
introduced to the members of the Board.  The Board 
members learned of the effectiveness of the model that 
integrates instruction with student services by having a 
counselor in some of the class sessions with the students 
and the instructor.  Students voluntarily stood to thank the 

mailto:nevadon@smccd.edu.
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Board for the program and to express how this program made a difference in their lives.  They stressed that the 
program not only increases their success in math but it also increases their success in other areas such as Biology 
and English.  Each of the students stood, stated their name, why the Math Academy is important to them and their 
GPA.  They came with varied life stories and experiences.  Though it is typical for others to classify many of the 
students as “at risk”, last night the students staked out a different identity.  As they each spoke of their GPA, each 
of which exceeded 3.0, they claimed their identity, not as at-risk students but as scholars, destined to succeed 
because of programs like the ASTEP Math Academy. 

 
 
March 11 Flex Day: On Course II-Focusing on Learner-Centered Paradigm 
Through CSI (College Success Initiative) support, Skyline College has adopted On Course strategies and 
principles as part of the effort to engage students in the college experience both in and out of the classroom.  The 

learner-centered philosophy includes the following: 
 
1.  Instruction changes from being teacher-centered 
and content-driven, and becomes more learner-
centered and learning process-driven. 
 
2. The student‘s role changes from that of being a 
passive recipient or empty receptacle into which the 
instructor ―deposits‖ knowledge—the ―banking 
theory‖ of education (Freire, 1970)—to that of an 
engaged learner and active agent in the learning 
process.  
 
3. The instructor‘s role expands from that of a 
knowledge-laden professor who professes 
truths and disseminates factual information, to 
that of being a learning mediator or facilitator. 
 
 

Written by Skip Downing, On Course offers eight 
principles:  self-responsibility, self-management, self-
awareness, emotional intelligence, lifelong learning, 
self-motivation, interdependence, and belief in 
themselves.  The principles and tools are meant to 
“empower students to become effective partners in 
their own education, giving them the outer behaviors 
and inner qualities to create greater success in 
college and in life.”  In the last two years, Skyline 
faculty, staff, and administrators have attended 
trainings both on- and off campus with the intent to 
incorporate learner-centered strategies into the 
classroom as well as student services areas.  Skyline 
faculty, who attended On Course training in 2009 and 
2010, will be invited to attend the „next step‟ by 
participating in training on March 11, 2011.  This 
continuation training is titled, Designing a Learner-
Centered Curriculum, and will specifically focus on 
self-motivation and self-responsibility as the theme.  
Space will be limited and registration is required.  For more information about the training, please contact 
Melissa Komadina - komadina@smccd.edu.  For further information about On Course and learner-centered 
paradigm, visit the website: www.oncourseworkshop.com  (Thanks to Professor Melissa Komadina for her 
contribution to this article.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:komadina@smccd.edu
http://www.oncourseworkshop.com/
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Feyi Sayo Soyombo 

 

 
 

Pyceta Jackson 

 

CITD Receives Grant to Promote Youth Entrepreneurship and Establish a Small 
Business Development Center 
Photo by Feyi Sayo Soyombo 

 
Last year the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges 
launched a new Economic and Workforce Development (EWD) program to 
teach entrepreneurial skills and increase the awareness of the 
opportunities in self-employment as a legitimate lifetime career path. The 
Skyline College CITD was selected to participate in this grant funded 
initiative. The initiative offers $50,000 augmentations to each of the 
qualified college-hosted California Small Business Development Centers 
and Centers for International Trade Development for preparation and 
implementation of creative entrepreneurial education projects. The project‟s 
target audience is youth and young adults, ideally those enrolled in feeder 
high schools and/or the affiliated community college, with special emphasis 
on rural and minority populations. 
 
Supportive activities for the project must increase participants‟ business 
management skills, revitalize interest in career technical education, and 
develop bridges to enable ease of movement between high schools and 
community colleges. Whenever appropriate, SBDCs and CITDs should 
establish course articulation between high school and community college 
curriculums. Successful project results for participants should include an 
increased willingness to stay in school and pursue continuing education 

after high school, improved problem solving skills, better abilities to quickly respond to changing dynamics of the 
world, expansion of overall life management skills and, ultimately, contemporary business management skills and 
a stronger interest in and pursuit of creating their own businesses. 
 
Through the YEP initiative, Skyline College CITD will:  

 Provide practical entrepreneurship skills development to youths between the ages of 16 and 27 – high 
school students, community college students, and those that are oftentimes under-served in such 
instances: women and minority entrepreneurs. 

 Establish a community-oriented Business Development Center/Incubator at Skyline College that will 
provide business counseling, mentorship and guidance to 
the Incubator occupants. 

Participants will benefit from both theoretical and practical 
experiences. CITD will develop various seminars/courses and will 
work closely with industry leaders to provide assistance and 
guidance on how to develop winning business plans, online 
marketing strategies, and various business funding alternatives. As a 
turn-key project (ready to use), the Incubator will, for a nominal fee, 
provide other resources such as workspaces, computers, meeting 
rooms, direct-phone lines, copying machines, and other 
administrative services – a necessity when starting any business 
venture. 
 
Joining the CITD to support the project on February 8 will be Pcyeta 
(pronounced Psi – eta) Jackson. She comes to CITD after serving as 
an Office Assistant in the SparkPoint San Mateo at Skyline College 
and an administrative assistant and event coordinator with Cal 
Alumni Association. For more information about the YEP program, 
contact Feyi Sayo Soyombo at ext. 7099. (Thanks to Feyi Sayo 
Soyombo for his contribution to this article.) 



9 

 

 
Aaron Boyd, Economics Instructor and volunteers from 
South San Francisco High School (Photo by Jocelyn Vila) 

 

 

Aaron Boyd, Economics Instructor and volunteers from South San 
Francisco High School  (Photo by Jocelyn Vila) 

 

Skyline College Financial Aid Office Presents at Cash for College Events at Several 
Local High Schools 

Skyline‟s Financial Aid Office presented at the annual 
“Cash for College” events at several local high schools 
in San Mateo and San Francisco County, including 
Balboa High School on January 25, Burton High School 
on January 27, Jefferson High School on February 3 
and South San Francisco High School on February 5.  
Over 500 students and their parents attended these 
events. The events were sponsored by the California 
Student Aid Commission, the Office of Assembly 
Member Fiona Ma, The San Francisco College Access 
Center, San Francisco Unified School District, Jefferson 
Union High School District and South San Francisco 
Unified School District.  The workshops were free and 
open to the public.  The events provided students and 
parents one-on-one assistance with completing the 
2011-2012 FAFSA “Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid” application and the forms necessary to apply for 

Cal Grants.  High school seniors who attended a 
workshop and who apply for a Cal Grant by the March 2 
deadline can qualify for an extra $1,000 scholarship to 
be used at a qualifying institution next fall.  Thank you to 
Jorge Murillo, Campus Ambassador, for conducting the 
Spanish workshops at Jefferson and Burton High School 
and to Jocelyn Vila, Program Services Coordinator, for 
coordinating and presenting at Balboa and South San 
Francisco High School.   (Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her 
contribution to this article.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IRS Certified Tax Preparation 
As part of the United Way‟s “Earn it-Keep it-Save it” initiative, the SparkPoint San Mateo at Skyline College 
partnered with the Accounting program to open a Voluntary Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Center. Community 
members, employees and students whose 2010 income was less than $49,000 may receive free tax preparation 
services. IRS Certified tax preparers are available on Saturdays from February 12 – April 9, 2011 from 12:30 p.m.-
4:30 p.m.  (Exceptions - Closed on February 19, March 19 and April 2.) Services are located at Skyline College, 
Building 8, 2

nd
 Floor, Accounting Lab, Room 8209. Please call 650-738-7035 for an appointment. (Thanks to William 

Watson for his contribution to this article.) 
 
 

$1,500.00 Scholarships Available for up to 30 Latina College Students! 
The Chicana/Latina Foundation (CLF) Scholarship Program is giving merit-based scholarships to 30 Latina college 
students, valued at $1,500 dollars each. Students must live in the Bay Area, be of Latina/Chicana heritage, be in 
school full-time and have a minimum of a 2.5 GPA. CLF will be at Skyline College to provide students information 
about the scholarship and provide application tips. Please encourage students to attend: Monday, February 7th 
from 9 a.m.-11 a.m. in Room 6206. This event is sponsored by the Puente Program.  For questions about the 
information session at Skyline College, please contact Puente Counselor, Sandra Rodrigues, at 
rodriguess@smccd.edu. For specific information on the scholarship, please visit: www.chicanalatina.org 
 

mailto:rodriguess@smccd.edu
http://www.chicanalatina.org/
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An example of a paint scheme for Skyline College 

 

CONSTRUCTION 
 
Construction Update – Ceremonial Circle: New Drop-off Point is Open! 
Photo by Jack Herbert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A two-year campus improvement project is nearing completion, and one of the great features is the new 
Ceremonial Circle. Located on the west end of the campus, Ceremonial Circle opened on February 1. This circle is 
intended to be one of the main focal and functional vehicular access points on the Skyline Campus. This grand 
circle will serve as the primary drop off point for pedestrians entering the campus and provides an accessible route 
into the campus interior quad and the majority of campus buildings. To decrease the risk of an accident and to 
avoid interfering with the SamTrans bus circulation, students, staff, faculty and visitors are encouraged to avoid 
using the bus stop area as a drop off and begin using the Ceremonial Circle drop off. For the safety of all, the 
Public Safety Department will be enforcing traffic regulations regarding “NO STOPPING” and “NO DROP OFF” 
anywhere within the bus loop. (Thanks to Jack Herbert for his contribution to this article.) 
 
 

Skyline College to Get a New Coat of Paint! 
Photos by Roger Anchartechahar 

As final completion of construction of the 
Skyline College CIP2 Design-Build Project 
approaches, with two new buildings and 
exterior campus improvements, one of the 
final planned large projects is repainting of 
the exteriors of buildings 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 
10. Similar repainting of existing buildings is 
also planned at Cañada College and 
College of San Mateo. With this 
Spring/Summer 2011 repainting project, 
there is opportunity to incorporate colors that 
will tie Skyline‟s original buildings to those 
more recently constructed. Bill Gould 
Design, an art and architecture firm out of 
San Jose, has been retained to provide 
architectural color consultation. They have 
surveyed the campus to become familiar 
with its architectural vocabulary, existing 

colors of buildings, concrete flatwork, landscape, monuments and other fixed elements, as well as the surrounding 
environment. The result is a color combination recommendation which should tie the original campus buildings to 
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the newer ones, enhance the architectural character of the older buildings, and provide an overall improvement of 
the campus environment. Paint mock ups will be applied to Building 5 to actually test the recommended colors on 
a building, and President Stanback Stroud will be soliciting feedback on the paint colors prior to final approval of 
the new exterior paint schema. For more information, contact Roger Anchartechahar at ext. 6844. (Thanks to 
Linda DaSilva for her contribution to this article.) 

 
 
EVENTS 
 
Skyline College President’s Breakfast – Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 
You are cordially invited to join the 

Skyline College President’s Council 
for the 

11th Annual President’s Breakfast 
Thursday, March 31, 2011 

 
Networking at 7:00 a.m.; Breakfast and Program 7:30-8:30 a.m. 

 
South San Francisco Conference Center 

255 South Airport Boulevard 
South San Francisco, California 

 
Special thanks to PG&E for hosting the complimentary breakfast 

Please RSVP to (650) 738-4325 by March 18 
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