
 

 

Student Success at Skyline College 
 

Skyline College awarded more than 800 Degrees to 
proud graduates – they were as young as 17 and old 
as 68.  Six of the graduates were veterans who have 
served our country.  Latino students led this class in 
the number of degrees earned followed by Filipino 
students, then Asian students, then White students to 
collectively account for more than 50% of the degrees 
awarded.   The leading majors in the degrees awarded 
this year were the Associate of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Letters and Science 
and the Associate of Science in Allied Health 
Science. 
 

 
We also have family members, employees and relatives of employees who graduated.   
 

Related Family Members     

Katherine Catahan  Kimberly Catahan       (Sisters)    

Thand Ma  Julia Kyaw                   (Sisters)    

Yatit Marroquin  Hana Kriehelie              (Sisters)    

Kiausha David  Elana Butter                  (Cousins)    

Dina Rantisi  Kristina Khoury            (Cousins)    

Ashely Lotti  Ben Blanchard              (Cousins)    

Munir Ismael   Aziz Esmail                     (Cousins)    

Myein Thwe  Cho Cho Dung              (Cousins)    

Berta Portillo  Xiomara Reyes             (Cousins)    
Abhinesh Harayan   Justin Haryan                (Uncle and   

                                          Nephew) 
  

Full Time Employee    

Jorge Murillo   Admissions and Records     

Qing Liu  Custodian    

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 
June 26, 2012 



Related to Employee    

Pcyeta Jackson  Dr. Tony Jackson       (Father) 

Joyti Mushra  Kamala Bucceri          (Aunt) 

Bidya Subedi  Janet Weber               (Step Mother)    

Madeline Stark  Imelda Hermosillo     (Aunt)    

 

And we had one graduate receiving a pedagogically unique degree in that it was earned 100% 
online including the PE requirement – Andrea Caesar.   
 
 

Student Recognition & Awards Ceremony 
Provides Support to over 130 Students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, May 9, 2012, Skyline College hosted the annual Student Recognition & Awards 
Ceremony in the College Theatre. Phyllis Taylor Gulbransen, the Mistress of Ceremonies, 
opened the program by acknowledging the students, their friends and family members. President 
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud acknowledged the generous donors, special guests and community 
supporters for their vital contribution to student’s success 

 
Scholarships sponsored by divisions, programs, Student Services, Learning Communities, shared 
governance groups, community groups and the foundations were awarded to over 130 students 
with a total amount awarded of over $170,000.  
 
The Karl S. Pister Scholarship provides $20,000 over two years for a recipient to attend the 
University of California, Santa Cruz was awarded to Christian Etienne. 



Congratulations Spring 2012 Grove Scholars 
 
SparkPoint at Skyline College is proud to announce another successful semester of the Grove 
Scholars Program.  Grove Scholars Program is a need-based scholarship program designed to 
assist students studying Career and Technical Education programs at Skyline College. This 
program is funded by the Grove Foundation, which is the family foundation of Andy Grove, co-
founder of Intel Corporation. Including new scholarships awarded for Fall 2012, eighty-seven 
scholarships worth up to $2,000 each have been awarded to Skyline College students. The 
SparkPoint Center would like to recognize and congratulate the following Spring 2012 Grove 
Scholars for successfully completing the program this semester: 

Azhar Abuzahriyeh 
Jacqueline Arai 
Benjamin Basto 
Anthony Brown 
Robert Crespo 

Vivian Dao 

Viktoriya Golovach 
Audrey Ingalls 

Saba Nazir 
Lester Paguio 
Michelle Perez 

Michelle Routson 

Luis Rubalcaba 
Ruth Taillon 

Samantha Velez 
Helen Woldemicael 

 
Congratulations to the Spring 2012 Grove Scholars on a job well-done!  
 

 

Skyline College Awarded a Two-Year Grant to Fund  
Benefits Access for College Completion by  

The Center for Law and Social Policy  
 
Skyline College hosted a successful site visit in November 2011 by the Center for Law and 
Social Policy, (CLASP) in Washington, D.C. the American Association of Community Colleges, 
(AACC) and the Ford Foundation. As a result, Skyline College was selected as one of six 
colleges across the nation to receive a two year grant to conduct the Benefits Access for College 
Completion demonstration project, which targets increased student utilization of public 
benefits. While the community colleges have long facilitated financial aid for students, BACC 
explores that capacity of community colleges to connect students to additional resources such as 
public benefits in order to increase the likelihood of college completion. BACC is funded 
through a collaboration of major funders including:  the Ford Foundation, the Lumina 
Foundation, and the Open Society Foundations, with contributions from the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. This project will be managed through SparkPoint at Skyline College under the 
leadership of the Vice President of Student Services, Dr. Joi Lin Blake.  

   



SparkPoint at Skyline College Receives the 
California Community Colleges Board of Governors  

John W. Rice Diversity and Equity Award 
 
The California Community Colleges Board of Governors has selected SparkPoint at Skyline 
College to receive the Dr. John W. Rice Diversity and Equity Award. Established in 2001 to 
honor a community college staff member, district, college, or program that has significantly 
contributed to faculty and staff diversity or student equity, this award is named in honor of 
former Board of Governors’ member Dr. John W. Rice. Dr. Rice served on the Board from 1992-
2000 and was a leader, innovator, and spokesperson for equal employment opportunity and 
nondiscrimination in the California Community Colleges. This award is named in his behalf as a 
testament to his strong commitment to faculty and staff diversity, student equity, and his strong 
support for a multicultural learning experience for all students.  
 
According to the Board of Governors, “As our system continues to grow, it is important to 
understand diversity as an issue of representation and process. Demographically, we are serving 
the most diverse student population in the history of California’s community colleges. Learning 
to facilitate the needs of our emerging student body through staff training and professional 
development increases the probability that our students will be successful. With this commitment 
and the tireless efforts of our administrators, faculty, staff, and students, we can make progress 
on the vision that Dr. John W. Rice saw for the California Community Colleges.” The Board of 
Governors hosts an awards ceremony in Sacramento to present the award. Up to ten guests will 
attend the ceremony which will take place on Tuesday, July 10, 2012 in Sacramento at the 
Sterling Hotel Ballroom from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
 
 

  



Skyline College Business Programs 
Receive Program Accreditation 

 
The Business Programs at Skyline College are now accredited by the Accreditation Council of 
Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP).  Skyline College received the accreditation without 
any conditions, notes, or opportunities for improvement for a 10 year period.  Skyline College is 
the first community college in California to receive this accreditation (there are four-year 
colleges and universities already ACBSP accredited in the state).   The programs that are now 
ACBSP accredited at Skyline College include:  Accounting, Business Administration, Business 
Management, Office Management, Lawyers Assistant, Multimedia Technology, International 
Trade, and International Logistics. On June 17, 2012, Skyline College received formal 
recognition at an accreditation banquet at ACBSP’s International Conference in Baltimore, MD. 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accreditation process took about year to complete for Skyline College.  A team of faculty 
lead by Christine Roumbanis, Professor/Coordinator of Business, Linda Whitten, 
Professor/Coordinator of Accounting, and Don Carlson, Dean, Business Division wrote a 150 
page self-study in the summer and fall of 2011 for ACBSP.  The business programs also made 
extensive changes in their curriculum and outcomes assessment processes in 2011-12 to meet the 
accreditation standards.   

The Accreditation Council of Business Schools and Programs provides program accreditation to 
hundreds of colleges and universities throughout the US and the world.  The ACBSP is a leading 
specialized accreditation association for business education supporting, celebrating, and 
rewarding teaching excellence 
 



$6,100 Awarded Toward Student Projects; 
Students Step Up Campaign 

 

Skyline College students came together on May 1, 2012 to hear the project presentations and 
engage in ideas to add to each of the project proposals.  Students were also given the opportunity 
to add their names to the project teams to support the implementation process.  Their final votes 
determined the winners of the Skyline College Students Step Up Campaign. 
 
Thank you to all faculty, staff, administration and students who have participated and supported 
this campaign to engage and support Skyline College students’ ideas and passions. 
 

 $2500 awarded to Hydration Station 
 $1200 awarded to Veterans’ Center improvements 
 $1200 awarded to supporting AB540 student success 
 $1200 awarded to Open Mic, Music & Art in the student center 

 
Congratulations to all who participated & thank you to Skyline College for the support. 

 
  



2012 Student Business Plan Competition – Winners!  
 
The Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) at Skyline College has concluded its first Student 
Business Plan Competition!  On May 17, 2012, YEP held a Finals Round and Awards Ceremony 
for the competition.  Finalists presented their plans to a panel of judges, who are all experts in the 
business-industry.   
 
The competition was open to all Skyline College students and officially began on March 29, 
2012.  With help from a business planning coach, students developed their business ideas and 
pieced together real-world business plans.  Their plans needed to include, among other things, an 
executive summary, market research and analysis, budget strategy and plan of execution.  
 
The 1st place award of $2,000 went to Crownz (a retail baseball cap store) Mr. Jerry Reynolds, 
CEO.  The 2nd place award of $1,000 went to Connect Luxury Transportation (limousine service) 
Mr. Hamzeh Abu-Jassar, CEO.   

 

 
The Youth Entrepreneurship Program is funded through grants from the offices of the Chancellor 
for California Community Colleges and locally hosted by Skyline College.  
 

  

Pictured above L-R:  Alex Kramer , Judge;  Rhonda Abrams, Judge; Jerry Reynolds and team, presenters;
Hamzeh Abu-Jassar, presenter; Lori Wilson, Judge.



Pilipino Cultural Night Returns to  
Skyline College with Kapre & Me 

 
Pilipino Cultural Night (PCN) returned to the Main Theatre after a one-year hiatus on Saturday, 
May 5, 2012 for Kapre & Me, the 7th show for the Kababayan Program.  For the first time since 
the first PCN in Spring 2005, the entire production — scriptwriting, casting, directing, 
producing, acting, dancing, singing, choreographing, prop making, set designing, and everything 
in between — was completed in only one semester, rather than the usual full academic year, over 
the course of two semesters of English 104.  This was a challenge, but not an impossibility, as 
the students were able to successfully sell tickets for two shows, a matinee and gala night, 
attended not only by friends and family members, but also past PCN alumni who wanted to 
support the new generation of PCN students. 
 
This year’s show, Kapre & Me, focused on elements of traditional Filipino mythology.  Using 
handmade paper-mache masks and whimsical costumes created by the students themselves, 
Kapre & Me told the story of a young brother and sister who discover, with the help of their 
grandmother’s old doll who transforms into a friendly, mythical tree monster, that despite their 
differences and sibling rivalry — especially when it comes to video games — the love between 
two siblings is more important than anything else in the world. 

 
This show would not be possible without the help and support of several important people: 
Kababayan Program advisors Liza Erpelo, Melanie Espinueva, and Nate Nevado; guest 
choreographers and PCN alumni Jonathan Tioseco and Michael-Paul Fontelera; Theater Events 
Manager Alan Ceccarelli and the members of his Drama 680SA: Technical 
Production/Stagecraft class; Katie Beverly in Graphic Arts/Production; and our deans and their 
assistants: Connie Beringer and Kennya Ruiz, Donna Bestock and Kathy Fitzpatrick, and Joe 
Morello and Sandra Hatzistratis. 
 
All proceeds from the show go towards future productions and activities for the Kababayan 
Program and its very active and dynamic student-initiated and student-run programs: Filipino 
Student Union, Kapatiran Mentorship Program, and Kababayan Dance Troupe. 

 
 

 



TRiO Celebrates Student Success 
 
On Thursday, May 10, 2012, 
the TRiO program hosted its 
End of Year Celebration to 
recognize this year’s graduates 
and transfers.  TRiO students, 
family members, 
administrators, faculty, and 
staff came together to 
acknowledge the seventy-eight 
TRiO students who will be 
completing a certificate, 
graduating with an Associate 
Degree, and/or transferring to a 
four-year university.   

 
Additionally, the thirty-two 

TRiO Grant Aid scholarship recipients were recognized at the event for their outstanding 
academic performance and active participation in the TRiO program.  Throughout the evening, 
students and their guests had the opportunity to listen to existing TRiO students reflect on their 
experience in the program and share with the audience how TRiO services have helped them 
reach their academic and career goals.    

 
The event served to highlight the numerous achievements TRiO students have accomplished this 
year and offered an opportunity to celebrate their successes alongside family members and loved 
ones.   
 

  



Innovative Sustainability Education Award Winners 
Announced at ENVS Service Learning Poster Session 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Skyline College Sustainable Campus Initiative wrapped up activities with the presentation of 
the first ever Innovative Sustainable Education Awards.  Applications were reviewed by an 
expert panel of community partners including Kif Scheuer from Strategic Energy Innovations, 
Raj Lathigara of Cañada College,  Aaron Aknin from the City of San Bruno,  Mike Lappen from 
the City of South San Francisco, and Julie Phillips of DeAnza College. The evaluation 
committee reviewed how applicants integrated sustainability into curriculum, and inspired 
students to think and act for their local community.  First place and $500 went to Shari Bookstaff 
for BIO 150 Introduction to Marine Biology; second place and $350 went to Genievive Del 
Mundo for BIO 110 Principles of Biology, and third place went to Shari Bookstaff’s BIO 140 
Animals, People and Environment. Congratulations to all of the winners! 

 
The awards were presented at the 
Environmental Science Service 
Learning Poster Session. Students 
presented their semester long projects: 
including water conservation for South 
San Francisco, marine mammal 
studies for the Marine Science 
Institute, composting and beneficial 
reuse of food waste from Building 6, 
and the new ENVS Community 
Garden. Special thanks to Sustainable 
Campus coordinators Briana 
McCarthy and Lindsey Virdeh, as well as Ray Hernandez, Richard Inokuchi and all faculty, 
staff, and students supporting the initiative. 

 
 

Photo from left to right: Ray Hernandez, Genievive Del Mundo,  
Shari Bookstaff, Lindsey Virdeh and Briana McCarthy 
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The Green Transportation Collaborative and Career Advancement Academy has been funded by 
a Green Innovations Challenge grant from the Employment Development Department, as well as 
by the California Community College Chancellor's Office and the Bay Area Workforce Funding 
Collaborative.   

 
Skyline College Students Produce Online Oral Histories  

About Filipino Immigration 
 

Students in Skyline College’s Digital Oral Research Project course (LSCI 110) have produced 
almost 50 online audio and video oral history projects this semester dealing with issues of 
Filipino-American immigration. These multimedia histories are now available for listening and 
viewing on the course website at: http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/brenner/lsci110/, which also 
includes an archive of the now well-over 200 oral history projects produced by students in the 
class since 2004.   

 
The class is taught by Eric Brenner, in coordination with Liza Erpelo’s Kababayan ENGL 100 
classes and some of the issues discussed by the Filipino immigrants interviewed for the projects 
include: motivations for leaving the Philippines, varying expectations of life in the U.S., work 
experiences, differences between the Philippines and the U.S., contrasts between Filipino 
immigrants and American-born Filipinos, homesickness, being Filipino in America, race, 
sexuality and colonial history. 
 

  



PenTV Highlights Financial Coaching Services 
and SparkPoint at Skyline College 

 
 
Skyline College Counselor, Melanie 
Espinueva, was a featured guest on 
“One on One”, a local TV program 
that highlights some of the current 
events around San Mateo 
County.  The program features a 10-
minute interviews conducted by 
former Redwood City Mayor, Dani 
Gasparini, focusing on the financial 
coaching services available to 
community members through 

SparkPoint at Skyline College.  Viewers will gain a better understanding of the financial 
education services offered by SparkPoint at Skyline College open to students as well as the 
greater San Mateo County community.  
 
PenTV, an Emmy-Award winning non-profit programming resource and community information 
channel, broadcasts to over 190,000 households.  It cultivates civic engagement and community 
news coverage on the San Francisco Peninsula and the Bay region, stimulates conversations 
between people and policy makers and fosters a better understanding of the greater San Mateo 
County. 
 
The “One on One” episode, which can be seen on local cable TV channel 26, began airing 
Thursday, May 17, 2012, and will continue to air for a period of one month.   Special thanks to 
Richard Villareal, Financial Education Specialist at San Mateo Credit Union, for recommending 
SparkPoint at Skyline College to be highlighted on the program.   
 
To view the video go to: vimeo.com/42026114. 
 
 
 

  



Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) A Huge Success! 
 
The Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) at Skyline College graduated its last two 
Entrepreneurship Training cohorts for the Spring 2012 semester.  Our 4-week Training Program 
with Young Community Developers, a community based organization in the Bayview-Hunters 
Point area of San Francisco, provided students with an overview of entrepreneurship and taught 
them how to assess and develop their entrepreneurship interests. The class taught basics of 
marketing and sales and concluded with an info session on Skyline College programs and an 
interactive public speaking seminar. 

 
YEP also concluded its 6-week 
training program with the Marin 
City Community Development 
Corporation (CDC), a non-profit 
organization serving Marin 
City.  The CDC provides job 
readiness training in several areas 
including the construction 
field.  YEP provided 
entrepreneurship training to 
participants interested owning 
their own construction 
businesses.  This class taught 
students the basics of opening and 
operating a successful business 
and how to use social media to 
their advantage.  Participants also 

received information on Skyline 
College programs as a part of their 
exit paths. 

 
Both graduations were held on May 
10th and participants in both 
programs received certificates of 
competition from Skyline College. 
 
On May 11th ASTEP Counselor, 
Tim Dupree, brought his Counseling 
100 class o the CITD office on a 
field trip to visit the YEP 
program.  Pcyeta Jackson gave the 
students a presentation on 
entrepreneurship and discussed 
various resources that YEP has to 
offer.  Students learned about the 
Business Plan Competition and about alternative funding sources to get businesses started.   



 
YEP participated in the Gateway to 
Careers event at Skyline College on 
May 15th.  This annual San Mateo 
County ROP event brings career 
opportunities to high school students. 
A representative from the Youth 
Entrepreneurship Program served as 
presenter for the “Business break-
out” group. This group focused on 
education and entrepreneurship. 
Students also had a chance to visit 
the YEP resource table during the 
event. 

 
YEP offers training sessions as a part 

of ongoing campus outreach efforts to bring entrepreneurship training and information to the 
students at Skyline College. Not only is the objective to introduce entrepreneurship, but also to 
help remove economic barriers for young adults throughout the Bay Area, particularly at Skyline 
College.  
 
The Youth Entrepreneurship Program is funded through grants from the offices of the Chancellor 
for California Community Colleges and locally hosted by Skyline College. 
 

 

  



First Graduating Class of FYE-LEAP 
 

The first graduating class of Latinos Excelling in Academics Program (FYE-LEAP) celebrated 
the completion of the program on Friday, May 18, 2012 at Skyline College. Twenty one students 
received certificates of achievements and were recognized by the community of Faculty Soodi 
Zamani, Cecilia Gutierrez and Virginia Padron for their academic skills and leadership abilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A special appearance by Nicole Fernandez, 
Senior Field Representative, for the office of 
Assembly member Jerry Hill presented FYE-
LEAP students with official California State 
Assembly Certificates of Recognition.  
 
Congratulations to the FYE-LEAP 
Students.  Together We Achieve! 
 

 

 

 

 



Skyline College End of the Year Celebration! 

 
The End of the Year Celebration themed Pass the Torch was held on Wednesday, May 23, 
2012.  The event kicked off with Ray Hernandez “pinch hitting” for Mike Williamson who was 
unable to attend.  Retirees were recognized and exceptional staff members were acknowledged 
with awards.  Beautiful baskets were donated by each department.  Attendees enjoyed everything 
from great food and tearful speeches to magic tricks. 

 
Thank you to all those that attended the celebration and purchased scholarship tickets.  A total of 
more than $800 was generated for the staff/faculty scholarship fund! 

 

Strong Results from the Green Transportation Collaborative 
 

The Green Transportation Collaborative, funded by the $3 million California Workforce 
Agency’s Green Innovation Challenge (GIC) grant is coming to a close in June and the 
Collaborative met on Thursday, May 24, 2012 for an all partner meeting and 
celebration.  Partners from Long Beach City College, Contra Costa College, the Career Ladders 
Project, Perfect Sky and the San Mateo County Workforce Investment Board joined Skyline 
College faculty, staff and administrators to discuss best practices and strategies for future 

collaboration.  
 

This semester 
marked the last 
Automotive 
Career 
Advancement 
Academy and 
Basic Hybrid 
Powertrains 
cohorts offered 
by the GIC 
grant.  In the past 



three semesters, the Collaborative trained 406 students in the Automotive Career Advancement 
Academy (CAA) and Advanced Hybrid Technology, far exceeding the 300 participant goal. The 
Collaborative also created a detailed instructor’s manual for the advanced hybrid curriculum, 
articulated stackable credentials for the automotive department, and hosted two industry 
roundtable events critical to advancing the emerging hybrid-electric vehicle sector. 

 
Weaving together economic and 
workforce development, the 
Collaborative was able to successful 
bring underserved students in the 
automotive field, and educate a new 
crop of independent repair shop 
owners and employees in advanced 
hybrid technology – allowing them to 
be competitive in an expanding 
market.   
 
Special recognition goes to the whole 
Green Innovation Challenge team 

including Julia Johnson, Lorraine DeMello, Allison Mello, Kalon Behravesh, Soledad McCarthy, 
Don Carlson, Rick Escalambre, David Hasson, Jarrod Feiner, William Watson, Barbara Lamson 
and Anjana Richards. Thank you to President Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud and Interim Vice 
President Mike Williamson for their leadership, vision, and support. 
 


