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Skyline College’s Phi Theta Kappa Receives International Honors 

Skyline College’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa (Beta Theta Omicron) was honored with several awards at 
the 94th Phi Theta Kappa Convention in Nashville, April 12-14, 2012. 
 
Beta Theta Omicron was one of 11 chapters in the world to receive the Beta Alpha Continued Excellence 

Award. This award to given to chapters 
that have received the Distinguished 
Chapter award in three consecutive years. 
This is the sixth time that Beta Theta 
Omicron has won this award. 
Distinguished Chapter awards are given 
to the 25 chapters earning the highest 
scores for their Honors in Action and 
College Projects. Beta Theta Omicron 
received the Honors in Action award for 
their project teaching computer use to 
senior citizens. 
 
Beta Theta Omicron officers won the 
Distinguished Chapter Officer Team 
Award. 
 

 
 
 
A record number of more than 4,000 Phi Theta Kappa members and advisors, representing 587 chapters 
from around the world attended the conference.  A total of 1,897 entries were received for the 2012 
Hallmark Awards Competition. 

 
 (Article provided by Christine Case.) 

 
 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 
May 16, 2012 

Chapter members and officers at the convention  
(from left):  Denice Sy, Irene Yim, Camille Espiritu, and Anton Molina.
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Early Learning & Child Development Center  
Grand Opening! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyline College celebrated the Grand Opening of the newly renovated Early Learning & Child 
Development Center on March 22, 2012.   The renovation of Building 14 was made possible by the  
generous support of the San Mateo Community College District and fundraising efforts from the families 
and staff of the Child Development Center.  The program provides high-quality early learning and child 
development experiences for children ages 2-5 years old.  The program also provides Early Childhood 
Education students opportunities to observe, participate, and teach in a center-based program, provides 
their practicum experience and a career ladder for extending work-force skills and job training.  The 
Early Learning & Child Development Center (CDC) includes three classrooms for children and one 
classroom for adults.  The staff of the CDC would like to thank Skyline College President Regina 
Stanback Stroud, Vice President of Instruction Mike Williamson, Dean of Business Don Carlson, and 
very special thank you to Vice Chancellor of Facilities Planning, Maintenance, and Operations Jose 
Nunez, Project Manager Patty Della Bona, and Jason Coulter and the staff at Coulter Construction. 

 
 

Early Childood Education Department Chair, Kate Williams-Browne and the new  
Building 14 Early Learning & Child Development Center sign. 
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Child Development Center Lobby 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Documentation boards of children’s 
curriculum and development 
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President Stanback Stroud speaking to guests at 
the Grand Opening 
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Lloyd LaCuesta To Speak At Commencement 
 

Commencement at Skyline College will be special this year, not just 
because so many deserving students will be graduating, but because 
KTVU Channel 2’s well-known TV personality Lloyd LaCuesta will 
address graduates in honor of their achievement.   
 
LaCuesta has had a successful career in broadcast and will be retiring 
this summer.  He was born in Honolulu, HI and attended Cal State-Los 
Angeles and San Jose State, where he received a B.A. in Journalism and 
Political Science. He received an M.A. in Journalism from UCLA. 

LaCuesta was news editor of the Radio and Television News Center at 
San Jose State and won the Sigma Delta Chi Award for documentary 
and news feature reports.  He also served in the U.S. Army as a military 
broadcast journalist for the American Forces Korea Network. 

Before coming to KTVU, LaCuesta worked as a writer/editor for KNX/CBS Radio in Los Angeles and as 
a writer/producer for KABC-TV in Los Angeles and KGO-TV in San Francisco. 

He has won Emmy Awards, received honors from the Peninsula Press Club, the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences, and the Associated Press. He also received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Asian American Journalists Association in 2004. 

LaCuesta has been very active in bringing more minorities into the field of journalism. He is a past 
National President of the Asian American Journalists Association and was the first National President of 
Unity '94, which organized the first National Convention of America's Asian, Black, Hispanic and Native 
American Journalists. He currently serves as the director for the Asian American Journalists 
Association's Study Tours Program. 

His most memorable career moments include: coverage of the first landing of the Space Shuttle at 
Edwards Air Force Base; his travels to the Philippines, the land of his parents; a flight into the Mt. St. 
Helen's volcano crater; and coverage of the trip of three fathers to Vietnam in search of the Amerasian 
children they left behind. 

We are honored and excited to have such a distinguished commencement speaker at Skyline College!
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Skyline College’s ESOL Faculty Present at Statewide Conference 
 
ESOL professors Leigh Anne Shaw and Julie 
Carey and ELI Program Services Coordinator 
Amber Wolak presented at the statewide 
CATESOL conference on Friday, April 13th, 
2012 in Oakland.  The title of their presentation, 
“ESL That Works: Strengthening VESL with 
Practical Experience” drew a crowd of over 
fifty people interested in the two vocational 
ESL classes that ESOL has created.  The first, 
ESOL 803 - Workplace English for Speakers 
of Other Languages, illustrated its unique 
inclusion of internships in which students can 
practice their oral language skills in a real office 
setting.  The second, ESOL 804 - English for 
Child Care Providers, makes innovative use 
of the Child Development Center by having 
students conduct story hours, child 
observations, and children’s literature reviews.   
 
These two courses constitute a successful twist on the idea of vocational ESL and highlight the strength 
of contextualized curriculum.  The team was especially honored to meet the authors of the ESL for Child 
Care textbook that is currently in use.   
 

(Photo provided by Leigh Anne Shaw.) 
 

Pictured from left Julie Carey, Amber Wolak, and  
author Julaine Rosner. 
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The 3rd Annual QUEST African-American Male Learning 
Community Higher Education Conference at Baltimore City 
Community College, Baltimore, Maryland, April 12-14, 2012 

 
 
Conference Theme: “Designing 
Innovative, Inspirational and 
Inviting Educational Program to 
Retain and Graduate African-
American Males in Higher 
Education” 
 
This year, over nine nationally 
and internationally recognized 
presenters shared successful 
programs and strategies for 
educating, retaining, and 
graduating African-American 
males in the field of higher 
education.  

 
Professors Patricia Deamer and Pauline Wethington presented at the annual conference.  Their 
presentation was on the “Retention and Success of African-American and Minority Students in the 
ASTEP/Math Academy Program” Their session was presented each day of the conference and discussed 
the successful development and improvement of African-American and Minority students in the 
ASTEP/Math Academy Program at Skyline College. Information and background on Retaining African-
American and Minority students within the ASTEP/Math Academy program provided insights and 
lessons learned from the program’s implementation. The presentation addressed current research efforts 
to ensure the effectiveness of the ASTEP/Math Academy. The attendees at the conference consisted of 
professors, administrators, staff and students from various community colleges and Historical Black 
Colleges and Universities. Patricia Deamer and Pauline Wethington were received with overwhelming 
acceptance and clapping of hands-on a great presentation.   
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Skyline College Learning Communities and Others 
Plan “Benefits Access for College Completion” 

 

 
 
 
Skyline College is one of six colleges across the nation selected to receive a $50,000 planning grant to 
apply for the $350,000 -$500,000 Benefits Access for College (BACC) grant.  Funded by a collaboration 
of major funders including the Ford Foundation, the Lumina Foundation, and the Open Society 
Foundation, with contributions from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the BACC grant is aimed at 
increasing student utilization of public benefits if they are eligible.     
 
The six colleges are: 

Skyline College, San Bruno, California; 
Cuyahoga Community College, Cleveland, Ohio;  
Gateway Community and Technical College, Covington Kentucky;  
LaGuardia Community College, Long Island City, New York;  
Northampton Community College, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; and  
Owensboro Community and Technical College, Owensboro, Kentucky.  

 
The planning period includes technical assistance, conference participation and collaboration with related 
organizations culminating in a proposal for funding to be submitted in May of 2012. Under the leadership 
of Skyline College President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, the planning work-team includes Dr. Joi 
Blake, Vice President of Student Services; Dr. William Watson, Director, SparkPoint at Skyline College; 
Andrea Doffoney - Anyanwu, SparkPoint Counselor, Regina Morrison, Director of Financial Aid, and 
Dr. David Ulate, Planning Research & Institutional Effectiveness.  
 

Pictured L to R: Nate Nevado, Vanson Nguyen, Dr. Joi Blake, Andrea Doffoney - Anyanwu (behind  
Dr. Blake), Nohel Corral, Lucia Lachmayr, Phyllis Taylor. Not pictured: Golda Gacutan, Janet Weber). 
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Planning also includes faculty and staff who serve students who may be eligible for services if Skyline 
College receives the award. The following met Friday, April 13, 2012 to contribute to proposal planning: 
Nate Nevado, Counselor, Kababayan Program;  Vanson Nguyen, Instructor, First Year Experience; Dr. 
Joi Blake, Vice President of Student Services;  Andrea Doffoney - Anyanwu, SparkPoint Counselor;  
Nohel Corral, Learning Center Director; Lucia Lachmayr, Instructor, Puente Program; Phyllis Taylor, 
Instructor, African American Student Success Through Excellence and Persistence; Golda Gacutan, 
Administrative Secretary, Office of the Vice President of Student Services; Janet Weber, Counselor, 
Workability III Program;  Dr. William Watson, Director, SparkPoint at Skyline College.  
 

(Photo provided William Watson). 

 

National Library Week Celebration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Library hosted its annual NLW celebration during the week of April 8-14.  This year’s theme was 
You Belong @ Your Library.  Hundreds of students were delighted to receive book-themed gifts, 
including cloth book bags, pens, index cards with holders, and bookmarks, while enjoying cake served up 
by Tom Hewitt, Carol Driscoll, and Barbara Daley. 
 

(Photo provided by Kevin Chak.) 
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Giving Deserved Credit to  
Keisha Ford 
There is no scarcity of talent in the student body of 
Skyline College.  It shows up in many of the efforts the 
students make to support a vibrant campus life and a 
quality college experience.  I would like to acknowledge 
the talent of Keisha Ford, a student working in the Public 
Relations Office, for her beautiful re-design of the 
Skyline Shines Banner.  The office is constantly working 
to ensure a meaningful communication venue that is 
pleasing to the eye and interesting to the mind.  Please let 
Keisha know how much you appreciate the difference 
students make in our college.  
 

 

Skyline College Students Honored for Academic Achievement 
 
 
 
With friends and family in 
attendance, 50 Skyline College 
students were inducted into the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society for the 
Spring 2012 semester. On April 27, 
the Cañada College chapter hosted 
the Induction ceremony for new 
members of Phi Theta Kappa in the 
SMCCCD. It is the tradition of our 
chapters to alternate hosting the 
induction. Professors Johannes 
Masare and Christine Case attended 
the ceremony with the Skyline 
College students. Beta Theta 
Omicron president Camille Espiritu 
welcomed new members and 
encouraged them to promote 
commitment to complete college on 
their campuses. 

 

(Photos provided by Chris Case.) 
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Skyline College Leadership Academy  
Recognizes Student Graduates  

 
The Skyline College Leadership Academy (SCLA) is proud to announce the conclusion of a successful 
first year. The SCLA is a program that is focused on cultivating and motivating students to become 
empowered, socially aware global citizens. The SCLA is based upon the Seven C’s of the Social Change 
Model of Leadership Development.  
 
This first year’s program culminated in a SCLA Change Banquet that was held on Wednesday, May 2, 
2012.  The SCLA celebrated the accomplishments of this year’s students who piloted the SCLA program. 
Twelve students graduated from the program, and many of these students, among others, will return to 
the SCLA as mentors. 

 
 
 
 

The SCLA team would like to thank the following staff and faculty members who facilitated our SCLA 
workshops: Dr. John Mosby, Vanson Nguyen, Nathaniel Nevado, Jessica Lopez, Katie Ha, John Saenz, 
Amory Cariadus, and Jennifer Mair. The SCLA would also like to thank, Nohel Corral, the director of 
the program. 
 

(Article and Photo provided by Jarrod Feiner and Olena Mykhaylichenko.) 

Top row from left to right: Shannon Price, Mira Budiwinoto, Christian Bustos, Matthew Holeman, Genesis Quiroz, 
Kayla Louis, Lacey Boldt, Camille Espiritu, Azhar Abuzahriyeh; front row: James Rodriguez, and Julian Rocha-Silva 



11 
 

 Student Art Exhibit in the Gallery 
 
The annual Skyline College Student Art Exhibition in the Art Gallery was held recently. The Opening 
Reception on April 19, featured live music by the Skyline College Jazz Quintet.  

 
 
 
 

Upper Left: Noor Abu Aldarak, Upper Right: Suleiman Tashman, 
Middle Left: The Skyline College Jazz Quintet performing. Featuring Vincent Iannone on Piano, Ben 

Villa on Trumpet, Alex Rosales on Bass, Norm Medina on Trombone, and Andrew Fenn on Tenor 
Saxophone. 

Middle Right: Tina Yang, Lower Left: Milan Subedi, Maricris Lavarias, and Bridget Fisher at the 
Opening Reception, Lower Right: Jason Thomason. 
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Bright Sun and Skyline Shine on Earth Day 

 

On Thursday April 19th Skyline College celebrated Earth Day with a full day of events. In the morning 
the sun burned all the fog away, giving way to a fun and vibrant festival.  The Green Fair on the quad 
included over 20 displays and booths from student clubs, classes, and community partners. Organizations 
included: The Environmental Club, Skyline College Students Speak, EOPS “Club E”, SACNAS, Beta 
Theta Omicron, the Honors Transfer Program, Psychology Club, Anthropology Club, LASO, the Sierra 
Club, Pacifica Shore Bird Alliance, Recology, iRETron, and the Master Composters of San Mateo 
County.   
 
Skyline academic programs highlighted environmental issues, with student posters and displays from 
ENVS 100 Introduction to Environmental Science, BIO 110 Principles of Biology, ENVS 680SD 
Environmental Science Service Learning, the Solar Technology and Energy Efficiency programs, and the 
Hybrid-Electric Vehicle program.  And, with generous sponsorship from ASSC, the Marine Science 
Institute brought their tank full of marine life including sharks!  The fun continued with biology student-
led nature walks at Vista Point and an Energy Efficiency Workshop at the Solar and Building Science 
Learning Center.   
 
The event was coordinated and hosted by Amber Lincoln and the Environmental Club, Lindsey Virdeh 
and Briana McCarthy faculty advisors of the Environmental Club and Sustainable Campus Initiative, and 
a number of faculty and staff including Bruce Greenstein, Genievive Del Mundo, Paul Rueckhaus, Anne 
Gearhart, Pat Tyler, and Vanson Nguyen and First Year Experience. Special thanks to Amory Cariadus, 
Media Services, Cherie Napier, Ray Hernandez, the Facilities staff, and ASSC for support as well as all 
volunteers, students, faculty, and staff involved with making this event a success. 
 

(Article and Photos provided by Anjana Richards.) 
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25th Anniversary of Famous Skyline College Mural 

 

In Skyline College's ongoing commitment to "prepare students to be culturally sensitive members of the 
community, critical thinkers...socially responsible lifelong learners and informed participants of a 
democracy in an increasingly global society," and because "We value a deep engagement with the 
community we serve and our role as an academic and cultural center for business, industry, labor, non-
profits, government and the arts," some members of our Skyline College community would like to 
celebrate and honor the twenty-fifth anniversary of Juana Alicia's Skyline College mural, Earth Book.  
For those of you not familiar with her work, this mural is located at the entrance of building 2 .  Earth 
Book was painted in 1987 by Juana Alicia and two Skyline College art students, Barry McGee and Sia 
Yang 
  
Earth Book refers to the interdependence of the environment and the learning process.  The hands that 
emerge from the natural environment surrounding the book are engaged in a variety of activities 
representative of some of the educational pursuits explored at Skyline College.  The hands themselves 
represent the ethnic rainbow of people attending the College. 
  
Juana Alicia is a painter, printmaker, and educator in Berkeley, California and is recognized as one of the 
nation’s finest muralists.  Alicia was taught by two students of perhaps the greatest North America 
master of the form, Diego Rivera, whose vibrant forms and hues are reflected in her work.  The colorful, 
vivid imagery born in her West Berkeley studio  graces buildings across the nation and Latin America.   
In her art, she revisits the stories, folklore, and the actors of our cultures, searching for threads of deeper 
truth. Her art never simply repeats these stories; it reinterprets, relives, and reconnects stories from the 
past to the struggles of the present. 
  
Juana Alicia:   
I am a muralist, printmaker, educator, activist and painter who loves to draw. I have been teaching for 
thirty years, working in many areas of education, from community organizing to migrant and bilingual 
education to arts education, from kindergarten to graduate school levels. Currently I am full-time faculty 
at Berkeley City College, where I direct a public art program called True Colors. 
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I feel that it is my responsibility as an artist to be an activist for social justice, human rights and 
environmental health, and I see the work of parenting and teaching akin to being an artist. I began 
working as an artist in my teens, coming of age in the human rights movements that included the United 
Farm Workers and that protested the war in Vietnam. 
  

(Article provided by John Saenz.) 
 

Skyline College Relays for Life 

 

 
 
 
Skyline College students and staff Relayed For Life from 10:00 a.m. on April 28 to 10:00 a.m. on April 
29 at the Capuchino High School track. Teams walked laps around the track to raise awareness about 
cancer. Professor Don Biederman and alumnus Jimmy Slagle walked the most (62) laps. This was the 
third annual American Cancer Society San Bruno Relay for Life to raise money for cancer research and 
education. Mike Williamson represented Skyline College at the opening ceremonies. Skyline College 
Biology major Rebecca Belloso performed an inspirational “Amazing Grace” for the Luminaria lap. 
 
Overall, 26 teams raised $26,248. Skyline College was represented by six teams, which raised $5,039. 
Skyline College teams (and their captains) were: 

 Vivacious Vertebrates (Pat Carter) 
 BOO Busters (Camille Espiritu) 
 ASSC (Heidi Hansen) 
 Skyline College SACNAS (Rebecca Belloso) 
 Skyline College Cosmetology (Candace Lacey) 
 Skyline College Go Green (Amber Lincoln) 

(Bottom) Vivacious Vertebrates: Shobna Devi, Pat Carter, Don Biederman, Ella Powers, and Candace Wegner
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Vivacious Vertebrates was the #2 team fundraiser and Don Biederman was the #2 individual fundraiser 
overall. The Cosmetology Department gave arm massages and did make-up for the participants. 
 
Skyline College was also represented on the Relay planning committee: 

 Jose Luis Sanchez, Relay Committee Chair 
 Pat Carter 
 Camille Espiritu 
 Denice Sy 

 
(Article provided by Chris Case and Pat Carter. Photos provided by Pat Carter and Ronnette Naungayan.) 

Photo:  From top left: Azharr Abuzahriyeh, Heidi Hansen, Camille Espiritu. 
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Skyline College’s 35th Annual Blood Drive 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyline College hosted its 35th Annual Blood drive on Wednesday, April 25, in building 6.  This was a 
collaborate effort with the American Red Cross and the Health Center.  The event was successful with 
104 units of blood collected which met the target goal. 
    
With all the units of blood collected, the blood drive has the potential of saving up to 312 lives in local 
hospitals.  All 120 donors should be very proud of the significant impact they’ve made on the Skyline 
College community.  Our cosmetology and respiratory therapy students were well represented among the 
donors.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyline College is proud to have one of the biggest blood drives on the Peninsula. 

 
A special thanks to Donna Elliott and Jane Ernstthal in the Health Center for their service and dedication 
in making this event a successful one. 
 

(Article provided by Dr. John Mosby.  Photos provided by Cherie Napier.) 
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Student And Community Center Building  

Phase 2 Work Begins 

 
With the completion of World Cup Coffee & Tea, the installation of new tile at Sky Café, the staining 
and polishing of half of the concrete floor and much of the prep work in the main dining area, we are 
now excited to begin Phase 2 of the renovation project in the Student and Community Center Building. 
Starting Friday, May 4, 2012, you will notice that sections of the dining area surrounding the current 
faculty and staff lounge, the fireplace and the student and cyber lounges will be cordoned off for 
demolition work to begin on Monday, May 7, 2012. The good news is that the heavy, loud, disruptive 
work will all be done overnight so that it does not impact the daily activities in the building. While there 
will be work going on in the impacted areas during the day, this work should not interfere with daily life 
at Skyline College. 
 

Our partners at Coulter Construction, Facilities, Swinerton and all of the contractors on the job will do 
their utmost to ensure a pleasant working and dining environment.  We expect the majority of the heavy 
work in these areas to be completed in time for commencement and will do whatever we can to ensure 
that the environment is pleasant and festive for the occasion.  
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Immediately following commencement, the dining area of the building will be closed. The floors in that 
area will be stripped, ground down, sanded and smoothed in preparation for the concrete to be stained 
and polished.  Likewise, we will be reducing the “glossiness” of the floor that had already been polished.  
The college administration will notify staff when the staining is taking place and will make plans to 
relocate staff if and as necessary.  Once the floors are finished, we will begin installing new furniture, 
lighting and will be making a number of essential cosmetic improvements. The new student lounge and 
staff lounge will be completed, signage will be installed at World Cup and Sky Café and if all goes 
according to plan, the space will be completed when we reopen for the first day of summer classes. 

 
While the majority of the renovation work will be completed in time for the start of classes, there will be 
a number of small projects happening in the space over the rest of the summer to reach final completion. 
Appropriate notification will be sent out to the campus community as this work is scheduled. 

 
On behalf of the Auxiliary Services, Facilities, Swinerton and our partners at Coulter Constructions, 
thank you for all of your patience and cooperation with us throughout this process. I know it has been 
disruptive at times; there is never a good time to do work in an occupied building. We really appreciate 
everyone’s help and cooperation and look forward to presenting you with a beautifully remodeled space 
this summer!  

 
 

SparkPoint and the Financial Aid Office Welcome 
Jefferson Adult Education 

 
On Tuesday, April 10, 2012, Skyline College welcomed eleven GED graduates and high school students 
from Jefferson Adult Education (JAE) to tour Skyline College.  Students completed the Skyline College 
application and participated in a workshop on Financial Aid Basics led by Jocelyn Vila where students 
learned about how to apply for FAFSA and the different types of Financial Aid Available. The day’s 
activities continued with a tour of the campus and concluded with a tour of SparkPoint at Skyline College 
where students learned about financial coaching and education and the many resources available to both 
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students and the community.  Thanks to JAE Director of Adult Education, Diana Rumney, and GED 
Staff member, Sylvia Strange, for coordinating JAE’s participation; to Tom Hewitt, Skyline College 
Director of Library Services for providing the meeting space; to Jocelyn Vila, Skyline College Financial 
Aid Program Services Coordinator for leading the Financial Aid Informational Workshop; and Skyline 
College Campus Ambassador, José Milan, for assisting JAE students complete the college application 
process.  The visit was coordinated by Adolfo Leiva, Program Services Coordinator, SparkPoint at 
Skyline College. The tour was funded in part by, Chancellor’s Office, California Community Colleges 
through a grant managed by SparkPoint at Skyline College.  
 

(Photo provided by Adolfo Leiva.) 

 

SparkPoint Hosts Tour of Skyline College for 
Business and Logistics Class Held at Goodwill Industries 

 
On Tuesday, April 24, 2012 and Wednesday, April 25, 2012, SparkPoint at Skyline College welcomed 
eleven students from the Business and Logistics class at Goodwill Industries to tour Skyline College. The 
tour began with an introduction from Adolfo Leiva, SparkPoint Program Services Coordinator. Don 
Carlson, Dean of the Skyline College Business Division, presented information about degree and 
certificate programs offered at Skyline College while students enjoyed lunch. The day’s activities 
continued with a SparkPoint orientation delivered by Heather Smith, SparkPoint’s AmeriCorps VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America) Volunteer. Jocelyn Vila, Skyline College’s Financial Aid Office 
Program Services Coordinator, followed with a financial aid workshop during which she helped 
participants apply for financial aid. The day concluded with a tour of SparkPoint at Skyline College 
during which students learned about financial coaching and education, and additional resources available 
to both students and the community. Thanks to Mike Williams, Interim Vice President of Instruction, 
Skyline College, Paul Tan, Instructor, also with Goodwill Industries, and Adolfo Leiva for coordinating 
the visit.  

(Article provided by Heather Smith. Photo provided by Adolfo Leiva.)
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The Youth Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) Brings 
Entrepreneurship Training to Skyline College! 

 
On April 18th, the Youth Entrepreneurship Program 
(YEP) at Skyline College held an entrepreneurship 
training session in one of the Learning Community 
classes. EOPS Counselor, Jeff Acidera, hosted YEP 
in his Counseling 100 class. This training session was 
made possible through the partnership between YEP 
and the different Learning Communities at Skyline 
College.  The training session provided students with 
an overview of entrepreneurship and taught them 
how to assess and develop their entrepreneurship 
interests. 
 
“This is a great opportunity because it allows 

students at Skyline College to easily take part of YEP by bringing the training program into the 
classroom.  Our students are learning to be economically independent through entrepreneurship.” says 
Richard Soyombo, Executive Director of the Youth Entrepreneurship Program. 
 
YEP offers this training session as a part of ongoing campus outreach efforts to bring entrepreneurship 
training and information to the students at Skyline College. Not only is the objective to introduce 
entrepreneurship, but also to help remove economic barriers for young adults throughout the Bay Area, 
particularly at Skyline College. 
 
The Youth Entrepreneurship Program is funded through grants from the offices of the Chancellor for 
California Community Colleges and locally hosted by Skyline College.  
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Prep for PEP – A Placement Preparation Pilot 
In March 2012, the Learning Center, in collaboration with English, Math, and Counseling faculty 
partnered with South San Francisco High School (SSFHS) to launch “Prep for PEP,” a two-week 
placement preparation program designed to help high school seniors prepare for the placement test, 
reducing the number of courses and money spent while attending Skyline College.   

 
The Prep for PEP team designed a series 
of On Course-based workshops, 
developed materials, and utilized online 
tools in an effort to help current high 
school seniors improve their assessment 
results, and consequently, shorten the time 
and money invested to complete an 
associate degree and transfer to a four-
year university.      
 
Approximately twenty-five SSFHS 
seniors participated in this intensive and 
innovative two-week program, which 

began with an orientation and practice placement test at Skyline College.  Students engaged in a series of 
after school workshops at SSFHS designed to strengthen their skills in English and Math.  
 
In addition, students learned test taking strategies and study skills to help prepare for the placement test.  
Throughout the program, students participated in various in-class activities intended to increase their 
self-confidence around tests and college in general.           
 
Prep for PEP was a tremendous 
success! It helped connect 
prospective Skyline College 
students with various resources on 
campus to ensure their success. In 
addition, this innovative program 
strengthened partnerships across 
divisions on campus and increased 
existing outreach efforts to local 
feeder high schools. 
 
We want to thank the Counseling, 
Language Arts, Science/Math/Technology Divisions, and the President’s office for their constant support 
and contributions to this President’s Innovation Fund project.  A special thank you goes out to the 
taskforce for making this a reality: Nohel Corral, Vanson Nguyen, Chris Gibson, Lucia Lachmayr, Jarrod 
Feiner, Nate Nevado, Jessica Lopez, Carlos Romero, Leigh Anne Shaw, Goldie Lee, Andy Davis, and 
David Ulate.  
 

(Article provided by Jessica Lopez. Photo provided by Nohel Corral.) 



22 
 

 Urban Ecology Boat Trip 
 

A joint field trip of Skyline College students from the Biology 110- General Biology, 140-Animals, 
People and Environment, 150- Marine Biology and 215-Organismal Biology course embarked from Pier 
39 to learn about the SF Bay ecology on Friday the 13th of April.  The SF Bay is the largest estuary on 
the west coast of the United States and it is a very busy port. Despite the business of this port, a lot of 
wildlife still lives in the San Francisco Bay. Unfortunately the organisms that call the bay home are at 
risk from to boat traffic, recreational activities, pollution and habitat destruction.   

The trip’s objective was to increase 
awareness about how urban development 
can affect life in the bay.  During the boat 
trip, students carried out a count of all the 
marine mammals and birds they saw. 
Students also discussed how ship 
traffic/noise can affect behavior of marine 
mammals and how commercial vessels, 
cruise ships and sail boats can act as 
vectors in spreading non-native marine 
invertebrates. Some of the organisms that 
the Skyline College students saw were 
Harbor seals, Harbor porpoises, California 
sea lions, Western Grebes, Clarke’s 
grebes, Common murres, nesting Western 
gulls, and even a Peregrine falcon. 

 
A lot of the student’s views about the 
San Francisco Bay have changed after 
the trip.  “We got to really see the whole 
ecosystem and realize that these entire 
species livelihood depends on one 
another.”  “It makes me appreciate 
where I live, but it makes me sad to see 
how carelessly we have harmed some 
native species and birds.”  “Before I 
thought the SF Bay did not have many 
creatures, and I viewed the bay mostly 
from land. However, during the boat trip 
the bay was significantly more appealing 
and amazing.” These were just a few of 
the many positive experiences the 
students shared about the Urban Ecology 
Bay Trip. 
 
Thank you Carla DiGennaro, Shari Bookstaff, Nick Kapp , Marissa Welch and Genievive del Mundo for 
participating in this field trip.   
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TRiO Explores CSU East Bay 
 
On Friday, April 20, 2012 the TRiO SSS program at Skyline College organized its second campus visit 
of the semester to CSU East Bay.  Fifteen TRiO students participated in this transfer-related event.  
 

 
 
The day began with an interactive tour of the campus, where students learned about various resources, 
including DSPS, financial aid, the health center, the library, and tutoring services, among others.  In 
addition, TRiO students received invaluable information about majors and an array of interesting facts 
about the university. 
 
Concluding the campus tour, TRiO students ate lunch in the dining commons, which, for many, this 
opportunity brought to life a true university experience!  In addition, students had the opportunity to learn 
about EXCEL, a counterpart of our TRiO SSS program at the university level.  Furthermore, they learned 
about McNair, a different type of TRiO program, which is designed to prepare students for graduate and 
doctoral programs through involvement in research and faculty mentorship. 
 

 
 
Overall, the campus visit to CSU East Bay was a tremendous success, which served to promote the idea 
of transfer among our TRiO students!  
 

(Article provided by Jessica Lopez. Photos provided by Nohel Corral.) 
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SparkPoint Visits Capuchino High School 
for Senior STAR Day 

 
SparkPoint AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) Volunteer, Heather Smith, presented 
a one hour SparkPoint orientation at Capuchino High School to Capuchino High School seniors, 
Thursday, April 26, 2012. Heather’s  presentation included information about the services and resources 
SparkPoint at Skyline College offers students and the community including the following: Grove 
Scholars Program, one-on-one financial coaching, English Language Institute, employment and career 
services, food pantry, VITA Tax Assistance Program, financial education workshops, individual 
development account matched savings programs, and second chance bank accounts with San Mateo 
Credit Union and more. Heather handed out flyers for these services and answered students’ questions 
about Skyline College in general and SparkPoint specifically. Students gained new knowledge about 
services and resources available to them, and they know a contact personally who can work with them as 
they start accessing SparkPoint. The visit was coordinated by Adolfo Leiva, Program Services 
Coordinator, at SparkPoint at Skyline College and Kevin Thomas, Counselor at Capuchino High School.  
 

(Article provided by Heather Smith.) 
 


