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Pister Scholarship Winner

Pricsilla Sanchez-Peña has taken charge of her future time and time 
again. Now, it’s paid off.
 
Pricsilla will be graduating from Skyline College with an associate 
degree in natural science, and is also the recipient of the prestigious 
Pister Scholarship awarded to just 13 community college students 
nationwide who wish to transfer to UC Santa Cruz, show exceptional 
achievement despite adverse socio-economic status and have 
demonstrated a commitment to assisting and improving the lives of 
others. Her story is a powerful one.
 
After immigrating to the United States from Mexico when she was 
thirteen, Priscilla was met with the challenge of learning a new 
language and a new culture in a new home. “Nothing made sense…
Everybody here spoke a language I didn’t know, but I knew I needed 
to learn this if I wanted to communicate.”
 
She sought help from family and friends, and when she entered 
high school a year later, she skipped two levels of English language 
development and was determined to keep pace with her classmates. 
She not only succeeded, she thrived. But her undocumented status 
complicated the next step in her educational journey and she found 
herself in need of some guidance. So senior year, Pricsilla enrolled 
in the Hermanos/as program, a Skyline College initiative designed 
to help Latino/a high school students identify a pathway to higher 
education.
 
“The first semester was all about what it means to be a Latina and 
the second was about having a plan for what to do for college. The 
class was really informative because I knew nothing about the college 
system as a first generation student.”

It was in this class that she decided to attend Skyline College.
 

Pricsilla didn’t waste a second. She enrolled in a full load of 
classes and became active in the Associated Students of Skyline 
College, serving first as a representative and then as vice 
president where she sat on the College Governance Council, 
among others. She also joined the Puente Learning Community 
which encourages students to transfer to a four-year educational 
institution. While in the program, Pricsilla met Professor Lucia 
Lachmayr who became an invaluable mentor.
 
“Lucia was, is and will continue to be one of the people that was 
always behind me saying you can do this. She encouraged me the 
most, and kept telling me to not let anything stop me.”
 
And nothing has stopped Pricsilla yet. She’ll be enrolling at UC 
Santa Cruz as a biology major, with hopes of pursuing a Ph.D. in 
bioengineering. Her passion for education, and her appreciation 
for the system that has helped her succeed, is driving her to 
someday share her passion with other students as well.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick. Photo by William Nacouzi. 

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud honored 
with The California Community College 
Classified Senate Leadership Award.

On June 16, 2017, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud was honored by 
the California Community College Classified Senate (4CS) with 
their annual State Leadership Award.

Each year the 4CS recognizes an outstanding individual who 
has shown significant support for classified participation in 
governance at the state level. Dr. Stanback Stroud is a strong 
supporter of participatory governance, and is steadfast in holding 
monthly meetings with our Classified Senate President to ensure 
that she is kept apprised of the news, updates, actions, and needs 
of our Classified Staff on campus. To Dr. Stanback Stroud, the 
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solidarity with Umpqua Community College. Refusing to stay 
silent, the students also organized educational events to support 
oppressed communities, including activities for Coming Out 
Day, Breast Cancer Awareness, Prostate Cancer Awareness, Islam 
101 and the esteemed College Lecture Series. 

Finally, the students broke expectations and expressed their 
commitment to social justice by attending the Museum of 
Tolerance, which challenges visitors to better understand the 
Holocaust, for their spring retreat, plus many other national 
conferences including the National Conference on Race and 
Ethnicity in San Francisco and the National Conference for 
College Women Student Leaders in Maryland.

The students of the ASSC work to create a brighter community 
for our students every day, bringing positive change and 
impactful new ideas to our college.

Article by Anjelica Gacutan and Amory Cariadus. Photo by 
Claudia Paz. 
 
Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC) 
Academic Year Milestones

The Bay Area 
Entrepreneur Center 
(BAEC) is proud to 
share its milestones and 
landmark achievements 
with the Skyline College 
community. BAEC has 
continued its mission of 
serving as the business 
development arm of 
Skyline College by 
providing business 
development resources, 

informative workshops, and one on one business coaching to the 
Bay Area business community.  

This year alone, we have served as a business incubator and 
accelerator for young and growing companies such as Reed Fine 
Wines, a private wine label and winery with headquarters in 
San Francisco. Its owner Isaac Reed is just one of several local 
entrepreneurs who have benefited from BAEC’s growing list 
of services that continue to have a direct economic impact on 
our local economy. Our “Get a Taste of Success” Business Plan 

classified opinion matters. Dr. Stanback Stroud makes a conscious 
and sincere effort to inquire about the activities, perceptions, and 
concerns that staff members are experiencing. She celebrates with us 
our accomplishments and makes sure we are acknowledged and given 
proper thanks for our efforts in supporting our students, faculty, 
administrators, and the community.

Congratulations, Dr. Stanback Stroud, and thank you for your 
continued support.

Article and photo by Linda Allen, Michelle Haggar and Alana 
Utsumi.

Student Government Committed to Service and 
Growth

The Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC) met the challenges 
of the 2015-16 academic year with an open mind and courageous 
attitude to go beyond the expectations of a small group of student 
leaders. Having recognized the need for cultural, social and charitable 
programs, the student government planned for a robust and dynamic 
year of events to engage a larger population of students. Festivities for 
Latino Heritage Month, Black History Month, and Asian American 
and Pacific Islander Heritage Month highlighted the rich cultural 
diversity on our campus. Additionally, the students engaged in 
challenging discussions about gender and empowerment during 
Women’s History Month and Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

Throughout the year, the ASSC had a strong drive to build outreach 
for their immediate campus community, and the community  
at-large. They volunteered to serve the impoverished community of 
San Francisco, fundraised for cancer and bone marrow awareness, 
supported Butte County after the catastrophic fire and stood in 
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Success Summit
Friday, September 23, 2016

The Success Summit is a half-day forum designed to bring 
together business and civic leaders from all sectors to discuss 
innovative strategies for solving tough issues that affect San 
Mateo County businesses and residents. In dynamic breakout 
sessions, participants will meet face-to-face with key decision 
makers within the county, including elected officials, business 
and industry leaders, employers and educators and gain insight 
on how they can effectively work to shape the future of their 
community and their business.

Breakout sessions will offer knowledge on topics of importance 
to the region through an overview of current trends and activ-
ities presented by a panel of experts, a moderated question 
and answer session, and the opportunity for attendees to add 
their voice to the conversation contributing their perspectives, 
sharing solutions and providing their choices for shaping forward 
movement and successful outcomes.

The Success Summit is presented by the President’s Council 
of Skyline College and sponsored by Skyline College, PG&E, 
Recology, San Mateo Credit Union and the San Mateo County/
Silicon Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau. The conference 
will be held in the Student and Community Center, Building 6, 
2nd Floor on the Skyline College campus on Friday, September 
23, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. The registration fee is $75 
and includes breakfast and materials. 

Visit the Success Summit website at  
www.skylinesuccesssummit.com to register today.

Pitch Competition held in April was a great success, and provided an 
opportunity for local high school and community college students to 
develop the entrepreneurial skills necessary to compete in a growing 
and changing business landscape. By developing strong partnerships 
with local, state, and regional economic leaders, not to mention, local 
banks, and the San Bruno Chamber of Commerce, BAEC continues 
to help fuel the future businesses and business leaders of tomorrow. 
Our doors are always open. 

Article by Pcyeta Stroud. Photo by Claudia Paz. 

Fall Semester Opening Day

 

To kick off the 2016-2017 Academic Year, Skyline College will host 
Opening Day to welcome all faculty and staff on Tuesday, August 16, 
2016 in the theater, the day before Fall classes begin. This is a chance 
for the campus community to come together and re-energize for an-
other year of focusing on students-first and helping them to achieve 
their academic goals.

Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College will set the 
tone for the year with the theme of Delivering on our Promise.

The annual Skyline Shines winners from both the community and 
the college will be announced and awarded, as is tradition at Opening 
Day.

This year, we are fortunate to welcome and honor 51 new faculty and 
staff members to the Skyline College community who are either new 
to the college or have been promoted or reassigned to new positions. 

Here’s to a year filled with student success!

Upcoming Events

Schedule of Events
Registration / Networking  8:00am-8:30am

Welcome / Introductions / Breakfast 8:30am-9:00am

Break Out Session I :   9:10am-10:25am
Attendees rotate between topics

Break Out Session II :   10:35am-11:50am
Attendees rotate between topics

Wrap Up 12:05pm-12:25pm

Closing Remarks  12:25pm-12:30pm

The Success Summit is a half-day forum designed 
to bring together business and civic leaders 
from all sectors to discuss innovative strategies 
for solving tough issues that affect San Mateo 
County businesses and residents. In dynamic 
breakout sessions, participants will meet face-to-
face with key decision makers within the county, 
including elected officials, business and industry 
leaders, employers and educators and gain insight 
on how they can effectively work to shape the 
future of their community and their business. 

Success Summit is presented by the President’s 
Council of Skyline College. Breakfast and materials 
are included. 

Registration Fee: $75

Success Summit 2016
Friday, September 23, 2016

8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Skyline College, Student and Community Center
Building 6, 2nd Floor

3300 College Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066 
 

To register, please visit skylinesuccesssummit.com

2016 Sponsors:
PG&E, First National Bank, San Mateo County  

Economic Development Association, Duggan’s Serra  
Mortuary, Kevin Mullin, Moonstar Restaurant, Recology, 
San Mateo Credit Union, San Mateo County Silicon Valley

Success Summit Co-Chairs
Michele Enriquez-DaSilva, 

San Mateo Credit Union
and  

Scott Hart, 
Pacific Gas & Electric

Teresa Proaño
Duggan’s Serra Mortuary

Chair, Skyline College President’s Council

Contact Skyline College for more information.
(650) 738-4325 | skysuccesssummit@smccd.edu

To register, please visit skylinesuccesssummit.com    

Achieve


