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District Holds Inaugural Student 
Leadership & Equity Summit at Skyline 
College

On Friday, November 30, 2018, Skyline College hosted 
the inaugural Student Leadership and Equity Summit. 
Funded by the San Mateo County Community College 
District (SMCCCD) EEOC Diversity Grant and the 
Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC), and 
in partnership with the TRiO Club, and the Promise 
Scholars Program, the Summit was designed to create 
opportunities for SMCCCD student employees and 
leaders to examine the challenges encountered by 
individuals impacted through systemic inequity. The 
Summit was also designed to increase participants’ 
cultural awareness, social responsibility and 
connectedness through meaningful opportunities to 
interact with one another.

Working with their peers from Skyline College, the 
College of San Mateo and Cañada College participants 
had the opportunity to explore and learn various 
leadership tenets through the lens of equity and 
inclusion. After a stirring opening welcome by Dr. 
Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College, 
and keynote speech from Lasana Hotep, Dean of Student 
Equity and Support Programs, participants attended the 

following dynamic and engaging workshops sessions:

* Strategies for Equity and Excellence in Leadership, 
Katrina Pantig, Program Services Coordinator, Student 
Equity and Support Programs, Skyline College

* Mastering Cultural Communication and 
Difficult Conversations, Danielle Powell, Professor, 
Communications Department, Skyline College

* Social Justice and Socially Conscious Change 
Leadership, Mustafa Popal, Assistant Professor, History 
Department, Skyline College

The Summit was masterfully closed by Dr. Jeremiah 
Sims, Director of Equity at College of San Mateo. 
Students were highly engaged and excited about the 
information, networking, learning and engagement that 
occurred as seen in their overall conference evaluation. 
One hundred and forty four students attended the 
Summit and gave it an overall rating of 3.8 out of 4 
(where 4 was rated excellent, 3 was good, 2 was average 
and 1 was poor). Catalina O’Meany, participant in the 
Summit deftly recapped her experience by stating, 
“The summit taught me that equality is not always 
the solution but rather the awareness and provision 
of equitable service or instruction can provide more 
efficient results.” As reported by the participants, they 
are looking forward to continuing their participation in 
the Student Leadership and Equity Series in the spring 
through two follow-up events on February 2, 2019 and 
March 15, 2019. 

Article by Amory Cariadus, Eric Imahara, Ellen Murray 
and Michael Stokes | Photos by Mia Coo
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International Education Week & 
Consul General of France Visit

On November 13 - 16, 2018, Skyline College celebrated 
International Education Week (IEW), a joint initiative of 
the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of 
Education, which focuses on internationalizing college 
campuses across the country. IEW promotes programs 
that “prepare Americans for a global environment and 
attract future leaders from abroad to study, learn and 
exchange experiences” (iew.state.gov).

Global Learning Programs and Services (GLPS) 
hosted a variety of global events, kicked off by a 
welcome reception with the Consul General of France 
in San Francisco, Mr. Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens. 
Mr. Lebrun-Damiens spoke of the importance of 
international education and exchange in a global society 
and congratulated Skyline College as one of only ten 
U.S. institutions in 2018 selected by the Embassy of 
France in Washington, D.C. to receive a grant for the 
new Transatlantic Mobility Program. This program aims 
to strengthen the historic ties between the United States 
and France by diversifying and doubling the number of 
students from France and the United States studying 
abroad in both countries by 2025. The grant award is 
$18,000 to implement a new Study Abroad Program, 

Campus France, for Skyline College business students 
to transfer to the Rennes School of Business in France 
and complete their Bachelor’s degree.

In addition to the kickoff event with the Consul 
General of France, GLPS hosted a Study Abroad Fair, 
including a Global Internship Student Panel. During 
the panel, students who participated in the San Mateo 
County Community College District (SMCCCD) 
Global Internship Program last summer shared their 
experiences abroad in cities such as Cape Town, Hong 
Kong and Dublin. The Global Internship Program is a 
new program offered by the SMCCCD Study Abroad 
office, supported by the Skyline College President’s 
Innovation Fund (PIF) and the Strong Workforce 
Program. This program allows students to gain work 
experience in their field while immersing themselves 
in a new culture and building invaluable skills for their 
future careers. 

Also planned for International Education Week were the 
International Food Festival and Fashion Show, hosted 
by the Skyline College International Student Program. 
However, due to campus closures during the Northern 
California Wildfires, the Food Festival and Fashion 
Show were cancelled but will return next November for 
International Education Week 2019.

SMCCCD Study Abroad is the district-wide study 
abroad program housed in the Global Learning 
Programs and Services Division at Skyline College. 
For more information about studying abroad, faculty 
teach abroad opportunities, visiting international faculty 
presenters and student scholarship opportunities, please 
contact Zaid Ghori at (650) 738-7088 or ghoriz@smccd.
edu. 

Article by Stephanie Wells | Photos by Zaw Min Khant

STUDY ABROAD
& GLOBAL INTERNSHIP FAIR
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

GLOBAL INTERNSHIP PANEL
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Building 6, Fireside Dining Room

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
WEEK CELEBRATION
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Building 4, Multicultural Center
SPECIAL GUEST: Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens
                            Consul General of France in 
              San Francisco

INTERNATIONAL FOOD FESTIVAL
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Building 6, Fireside Dining Room

Nov
14

WED

Nov
13

TUE

Nov
15

THU

 

For more information, visit: iew.state.gov
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Future Ready Conference

On November 13, 2018, close to 90 Skyline College 
Promise Scholars Program students participated in the 
Future Ready Conference, a 3-hour event introducing 
Skyline students to Bay Area industry professionals, 
understanding local living wages and the importance of 
developing a professional first impression. At the event, 
the Center for Career and Workforce Programs set up 
“The Photo Shoppe”, a photo booth for students to take 
professional photographs to showcase on LinkedIn and 
to utilize across their digital profiles and resumes. This 
photo service will remain available at the Center for 
students to drop in during the academic year. 

The welcome address by Andrea Vizenor, Director of the 
Career and Workforce Programs, introduced students 
to “The Power of the First Impression,” recognizing the 
importance of readiness to network in social, digital 
and interview settings. Then a short activity, led by 
the Job Placement Coordinators, guided students 

through developing their own personal “elevator pitch”, 
encouraging participants to be ready at all times to seize 
great networking opportunities. 

The highlight of the event included a Q &A panel 
moderated by Ms. Vizenor of 6 Bay Area industry 
professionals offering career advice, tips and insight for 
students entering the work force. Panelists included:

• Michael Aurelio, UX Designer & Skyline College 
Instructor

• Laurel Moeslein, Program & Training Coordinator 
at SFO Airport

• Sergio Moreno, Account Specialist at Microsoft 
(Alumni of Skyline College) 

• Stephen Redmond, Principal at Baden High School
• Erin Robbins, Developer of Corporate Responsibility 
• Megan Wells, Freelance Writer at Credit Karma

The panelists inspired students with stories from their 
own educational and career experiences, advising 
students to be organized, maintain a great work ethic, 
have a willingness to learn and dress for success. While 
a range of industries were represented, a common theme 
presented itself- flexibility, hard work and self-discovery- 
played a critical role in panelists achieving success and 
meaningful careers. Students were encouraged to focus 
on their strengths and be open to new opportunities. 
The event concluded with panelists joining students at 
each table for more intimate and candid conversations. 

The Future Ready Conference was the first of a series of 
career development experiences Skyline College Promise 
Scholars will participate in as they move through their 
educational journey and advance their academic and 
career preparation in pursuit of their “Dream Job”.

A special thank you to the Career and Workforce Team 
for all of their efforts to create a highly engaging and 
valuable event and to our industry partners for their 
meaningful contributions. 

Article by Andrea Vizenor | Photos by Claudia Paz
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BAM Men-tor Mixer Event

On November, 27, 2018, the Career and Workforce 
Program at Skyline College partnered with Brother 
Achieving Milestones (BAM) to bring together thirteen 
industry leaders where they provided expertise and 
valuable insight as they led candid conversations about 
race, overcoming barriers in the workforce and achieving 
career growth as a man of color. 

Key leaders in industry engaged with over twenty male 
students of color involved in Skyline College’s BAM, a 
student initiative designed to aid, support and encourage 
males of color at Skyline College. 

The Men-tor Mixer event delivered an engaging 
experience with key industry leaders in companies 
such as PayPal, PG&E, Dell, Intel, Yahoo and BAE 
Systems. Leaders shared their personal experiences in 
a panel discussion and provided guidance in one-on-
one conversations with BAM students. No topic was off-
limits to discuss, with industry leaders getting extremely 
personal, sharing that being a man of color can be both 

an advantage and disadvantage in the work world.  Barr 
Stokes, an Engineering Leader at BAE Systems, shared, 
“being a man of color can be a disadvantage because 
many times, you are the only one in the room, all eyes 
are on you and you’re expected to succeed. However, 
remember that you can bring a unique perspective and 
take advantage of every opportunity to be at the table.” 
A theme emerged as the leaders shared their varied 
experiences- that it is essential to be comfortable with 
being uncomfortable. It is important to find your 
community, but not limit yourself, be open-minded, 
expand your perspective, and build community with 
people different from you.

During the one-on-one conversations with the students, 
panelist were eager to share their business cards and 
to continue to support students at Skyline College.  
BAM students felt the event was incredibly impactful 
and are eager to collaborate with the Mentors again. It 
was evident a genuine bond had been created between 
participating students and industry mentors.

The Career and Workforce Development team is excited 
to expand engagement in the Spring where they will 
organize continued mentorship events, company visits, 
internship opportunities and job placement partnerships. 

Thank you to the Career and Workforce Team for 
their efforts in bringing together a remarkable mix of 
professionals and a class act event; to Michael Stokes, 
Director of BAM who leads the great work of facilitating 
partnerships that lead to BAM students’ personal 
development and leaderships skills while enabling 
them to fulfill their educational goals and career goals 
and to the incredible group of industry leaders who 
participated.

Article by Andrez Vizenor | Photos by Claudia Paz
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Real News, Fake News: Media in the Era 
of Trump

On October 15, 2018, the Division of Student Equity 
and Support Programs hosted “Real News, Fake News: 
Media in the Era of Trump,” a panel discussion featuring 
guest speakers Kevin Powell and Rocky Rivera. The 
discussion was moderated by Jessica Hurless, Prof essor 
of Communication Studies. The event opened with a 
message from Lasana Hotep, Dean of Student Equity 
and Support Programs, to provide context about the 
multiple layers of the program and the value of engaging 
in this particular experience. He said, “There’s no such 
thing as neutral media. Everything has an agenda in the 
way it is expressed. There are narratives being told about 
why things are happening, narratives about particular 
groups of people, and narratives about why those groups 
are situated in society a certain way.” The goal of the 
program was to expose, educate and equip students 
with vocabulary and context to help them understand 
the information they’re being overwhelmed with in the 
current social and political climate.

Rivera and Powell shared their career trajectories and 
what made them interested in journalism and social 
justice. They said because our society is generally 
miseducated about American history, it’s very easy 
to be misguided by media outlets that criminalize 

communities of color, women, low-income, 
undocumented and other minority groups in the 
U.S. Powell stated, “There’s no way we can answer the 
question of, what is real news and what is fake news 
if we don’t even have a working knowledge of where 
we are.” In an era when access to technology and social 
media have influenced present day journalism, Rivera 
discussed the potential of using social media to help 
enact social change and the individual’s responsibility 
to be informed citizen-journalists when witnessing 
injustice. She said, “10 or so years ago, we did not 
have this ability to broadcast on demand… #MeToo 
or #BlackLivesMatter would have never happened if it 
wasn’t for social media. It’s so powerful because any one 
of us can document our experiences.”

The discussion with speakers was followed by a brief 
audience engagement segment and an announcement 
by Gabriela Nocito, Director of the Learning Commons 
about the role the library plays in supporting students 
along with resources the library can provide to help 
students discern real news from fake news, including 
an activity and display in the theater lobby.

After the program, the Associated Students of Skyline 
College (ASSC) hosted a voter registration table for the 
upcoming midterm elections. Participants had their 
book signed by Powell who recently published “My 
Mother. Barack Obama. Donald Trump. And the Last 
Stand of the Angry White Man.”

Jess Grainger, Instructor and College and Career Advisor 
said, “I thought the event was powerful, both for the 
bold topic they chose, as well as the remarkable speakers 
Skyline College was able to bring in.  My students were 
impressed by their clear expertise, and were also excited 
to see some of their own future goals, aspirations and 
dreams represented, in-the-flesh, by the distinguished 
likes of Mr. Kevin Powell, and  Ms. Rocky Rivera.”  

Article by Katrina Pantig | Photo by Naomi Quizon
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A Call to Consciousness with Reverend 
Angel Kyodo Williams

On September 20, 2018, Skyline College hosted the Call 
to Consciousness College Lecture Series. This program 
was co-sponsored by the Center for Student Life and 
Leadership Development, the Associated Students of 
Skyline College (ASSC), and the Division of Student 
Equity and Support Programs (SESP). The program 
opened with welcoming remarks from Lasana Hotep, 
Dean of SESP who said, “Our goal as educators is not 
to provide you a syllabus, test, quizzes, assignments 
and grades. Our goal is to ignite a passion for lifelong 
learning in you. The world is a classroom and this 
opportunity outside of your formal class structure is 
to continue that journey about being excited about 
learning and being curious about the world.” Dr. 
Regina Stanback Stroud, Skyline College President, also 
provided remarks on behalf of the college and ASSC 
President Michelle Chee introduced Reverend angel 
Kyodo Williams to the stage.

Rev. angel is an author, spiritual leader, master trainer 
and founder of the Center for Transformative Change 
in Berkeley, California. Ordained as a Zen priest, Rev. 
angel is a Sensei, the second of only five black women 
recognized as teachers in the Japanese Zen lineage. Rev. 
angel talked about the value of finding and discovering 
one’s calling and purpose in life. She shared the different 
inflection points of her journey in learning and applying 
wisdom teachings. Rev. angel challenged the audience 
to shift their focus from what one should be to how 

one should be in society. She stated that there is no 
position or role that is useless or beneath anyone and 
that it’s more important to reflect on how one wants to 
be or show up in that particular role. Rev. angel also 
shared that the call to consciousness is not an isolated 
event in one’s life; one receives a call to consciousness 
consistently and daily and therefore one must make a 
decision to respond to those calls.

Rev. angel talked about how the ancestors of people of 
color had to answer a call to consciousness in the face 
of injustice and discrimination. She said, “The Call to 
Consciousness has been there from the very moment at 
which someone stepped foot on this land and decided 
that they were discovering a place that other people 
had already been. The so-called dream of America was 
not designed for us in this room and yet you are here 
because people responded to a call of consciousness even 
when there were structures and systems that hindered 
the potential for people to be able to realize that dream.”

At the end of her talk, students participated in an 
engaging discussion with Rev. angel about how to 
find hope, motivation and support on a daily basis 
while being confronted with major life challenges and 
struggles. Following the lecture, participants had an 
opportunity to meet Rev. angel and participate in a book 
signing for two of her books, “Radical Dharma: Talking 
Race, Love and Liberation” and “Being Black: Zen and 
the Art of Living with Fearlessness and Grace.”

Mustafa Popal, Professor of History, said, “I think I have 
a firm understanding of equity and social justice. I have 
an ever-improving understanding of how to do the work 
of social justice and equity, but Dr. angel Kyodo Williams 
provided clarity in how to find psyche-emotional peace 
with the complexity of the work we engage in. In social 
justice work there is always the conversation of ‘self-care’ 
that almost always translates to taking some time for 
yourself, but Rev. angel described a practice of “being”, 
which integrated ‘self-care’ into the work.”

Article by Katrina Pantig | Photo by Zaw Min Khant
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Celebrating the CanInnovate 
Conference

On Friday, October 26, 2018, Skyline College’s Hybrid/
Online Community of Practice hosted the Online 
Education Initiative (ONE) CanInnovate Conference, 
a series of webinars for community college Canvas users. 
The online conference was a huge success with hundreds 
of faculty from the 114 community colleges in the 
state. Some of the topics presented during the webinars 
included sessions on building an equity-minded 
syllabus, adding video to a Canvas course, previewing 
the new Canvas grade book and incorporating creative 
learning in online spaces. In addition to the online 
streaming of the conference, a delicious breakfast and 
lunch were provided by Noah’s Bagels Catering.

Program Service Coordinator Ame Maloney attended 
two sessions in the morning and said, “What I enjoyed 
about this experience was the variety of voices and 
perspectives from across the campus in one room 
discussing ways to create engaging classroom spaces 
online.” After attending the afternoon session, adjunct 
faculty member, Christopher Collins stated, “This 
experience was extremely enjoyable! I attended the 
Surprise! Good Things Happen When Students Get 
Creative session and learned to facilitate an online 
classroom that incorporates course content with 
student-led creativity.” The remarks made by Ame 
and Christopher echo the experiences of the other 
participants.

Because of the overwhelming success of the conference, 
the Hybrid/Online Community of Practice plans on 
hosting the conference again in late October 2019. 

Article by Hybrid/Online Community of Practice | 
Photo by Dr. Bianca Rowden-Quince

Upcoming Events

Spring Enrollment
Now - January 13, 2019

Late Registration:  January 14 - 28, 2019

Finals Week
December 11-17, 2018

Accreditation Forum
February 6, 2019

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Bldg. 4, Rm. 4-180

Appreciation Reception
Hosted by the President’s Council

February 13, 2019
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Building 1, Skyline College Art Gallery

President’s Breakfast
March 21, 2019

7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Lake Merced Golf Club

Daly City, CA


