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Inauguration Day draws a crowd at Skyline 
We were able to view the inauguration day events in our Main Theater and in the Building 6 Student 
Lounge on Tuesday.  Nearly 200 people came to the Theater to see President Obama sworn in and to 
hear his inaugural address.  We managed to combine a historic national event with our own spring 
opening day in a great way!  Thanks to Donna Bestock, Mary Anne Leary, Rakefet Avramovitz and Amory 
Cariadus for securing making the facilities and posting these wonderful signs on campus to alert students 
about this opportunity.  I would also like to acknowledge Alan Ceccarelli and Jim Petromilli who took care 
of all the technical details.  Faculty members were also able to use their internet connections to bring the 
inauguration into their classrooms as well. 
 

             
 
 
Faculty door cards are coming in quickly 
Thanks to everyone who has submitted the electronic door card!  As of yesterday, 92% of full time faculty 
had completed theirs and 49% of adjunct faculty.  These are a great boon to the students.  Thanks again. 
 
Board approves inscriptions for new Building 4 
On Thursday, January 15, the Board of Trustees approved our two proposed inscriptions for Building 4.   

• For the eastern wall, “The wisest mind has something yet to learn.” – George Santayana 
• For the western wall, “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their 

dreams.” – Eleanor Roosevelt. 
The building will house our Multicultural Center, Cosmetology, Classrooms and administrative offices.  
Construction will begin this spring and the building is expected to be in service in the spring of 2011. 
 
Building 7 is open and the ribbon cutting will be February 19 



Building 7, our renovated Science and Allied Health building, has undergone extensive modernization.  A 
complete interior renovation included new floor plan configurations with new acoustical treatments, flooring 
and paint plus new data, electrical, telecommunications and heating and cooling systems for all classrooms, 
support spaces and offices. Structural and exterior renovations completed include a seismic upgrade for a 
safer building, a new roof and exterior paint. Building 7 now meets program requirements to support 
Science, Math, Allied Health and Bio-Manufacturing course work to meet the needs of the next generation of 
students!  This project was funded with State and Measure A Bond funds totaling $12.6 million.  
 

 
 



We are combining the ground breaking for future Building 4 with the ribbon cutting for Building 7.  We will 
begin with a brief ground breaking ceremony at the site indicated below, and then move to Building 7 for 
the ribbon cutting, refreshments and building tours. 
 
            Ground breaking for Building 4 and ribbon cutting for Building 7 

Thursday, February 19 
            2:30 pm 
            Southwest corner of Building 5 

 
Skyline College awarded $1.9 million Department of Labor grant – Skyline continues to embrace 
green! 
Skyline College has been awarded one of only 69 Community Based Job Training Grants (CBJTG) from 
the Department of Labor. This grant will fund the San Francisco Bay Area Clean Energy Career 
(BayCEC) project to be hosted at Skyline College for a three year period. The project will fund a key 
partnership of community colleges, Workforce Investment Boards, non-profits and employers, to provide 
training and career pathways in selected clean energy careers. These careers include solar, HVAC and 
energy efficiency.  BayCEC will provide education at the K-12 level, ROPs, and community colleges. 
Special emphasis will be directed at transitioning workers from industries that are in less demand at the 
present time into the green economy. This grant grew from prior grant funded solar projects of the Skyline 
College CITD and will be housed in the Science, Math and Technology Division.  Mike Williamson was 
the Skyline person responsible for writing this successful grant proposal; please join me in congratulating 
him. 
 
Skyline people learn how to help students stay “On Course” 
Last week about 40 of us—faculty, classified staff and administrators--spent three days in a professional 
development event arranged by Phyllis Taylor and funded through our College Success Initiative.  The 
On Course I Workshop is highly experiential, designed to provide us with dozens of innovative strategies 
for empowering students to become active, responsible and successful learners. The learner-centered 
strategies about which we learned—representing best practices from innovators in higher education, 
business, psychology, sports and personal effectiveness—help students become full and active partners 
in their own education.  For me it was an inspiring and invigorating learning experience, as well as being 
a phenomenal fellowship opportunity.  There was a rich mix of experienced and inexperienced people, full 
time and adjunct faculty, people from across the disciplines. You will surely hear more about it and about 
other opportunities to learn these strategies, but if you would like to explore a bit in the meantime, here is 
the website: http://www.oncourseworkshop.com/.  Many thanks to Phyllis for making this happen!   
 

http://www.oncourseworkshop.com/


 
            Photos by Nick Kapp 
 
Check out our new Web site!  http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/  
As you know, we have now entered the “soft launch” phase of our Web site redesign—you can get to the 
new site from a button on the old front page.  Our current Web site has over 10,000 pages and includes a 
lot of duplicated information.  We’ve successfully consolidated it into our new 2500+ page Web site which 
is organized with a content management system, OmniUpdate.  This new Web site is the first phase of 
“construction and content migration.”  We did not migrate sites that were located outside the Skyline 
folder.  There will be additional content migration phases.  As you start using the new site and would like 
to offer comments and suggestions, please use the e-suggestion box.  During our “soft-launch” period we 
welcome your comments before we “go live” on February 17th.  
 http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html 
 
Skyline wins $400,000 ESL/Career Tech grant 
The Board of Governors for the California Community Colleges has just announced its intent to award 
Skyline College $400,000 to support the development of a highly skilled workforce by enhancing Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) for English language learners (ELL).  Labor market information from the 
Employment Development Department indicates that San Mateo County had an estimated 21,200 

http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/
http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html


unemployed residents as of October 2008, up by 45 percent from last October. For workers to compete, 
we need an English Language Institute that helps connect English language learners to career and 
technical education.  In addition to the implementation of contextualized ESL instruction that is connected 
to programs such as Automotive Technology, Early Childhood Education, Cosmetology and 
telecommunications/networking, this grant will help create:   

• The English Language Institute featuring a one stop welcome center for ELLs with 
comprehensive assessment of academic, social, financial and career development needs, printed 
and electronic information in multiple languages, case management, a video introduction to 
college, CTE programs, services in multiple languages; environmental scanning; and outreach 

• Adult Education Partnerships and site visits 
• Adult Education articulation 
• Career Pathways to College Outreach Evenings for ESL students and parents, targeting 6 middle 

schools and up to 30 students each. 
• A convening on contextualized learning 
• Outreach to business to assess ELL workforce development needs 

Please join me in thanking the following people for their leadership on this project:  William Watson, 
Regina Stanback Stroud, Adolfo Leiva and Leigh Anne Sippel. 
 
Here is the fall season Sports Wrap at Skyline 
Skyline teams and students enjoyed a successful fall sports season. 117 students participated in the fall 
semester in Men’s Basketball, Women’s Basketball, Women’s Soccer, Men’s Soccer, Volleyball and 
Wrestling. At this time, Men’s Basketball is 11-9 on the season and Women’s Basketball is 15-3 on the 
season. Women’s Soccer completed the season with a record of 13-7-1 finishing in second place in the 
Coast Conference North Division and qualifying for the state playoffs. This playoff berth was the first in 
the history of the program. Men’s Soccer completed the season with a record of 7-8-6 finishing in third 
place in the Coast Conference South Division. Volleyball finished the season with a record of 12-11 and 
finished fourth in the Coast Conference North Division. 12 wins tied the best recorded by the program in 
the past 15 years, and the winning overall mark was a first in over two decades. Wrestling finished the 
season rated 10th in Northern California and 22nd  in the state.   
 
Sixteen individuals received recognition as All-League, All-Region, All-State and/or All-American 
selections: Isharene Maleve (1st Team All-Conference, Women’s Soccer), Jessica Portillo (1st Team All-
Conference, Women’s Soccer), Laura Cremen (1st Team All-Conference, Women’s Soccer), Marie Torres 
(2nd  Team All-Conference, Women’s Soccer), Taylor Hill (2nd  Team All-Conference, Women’s Soccer), 
Nancy Mejia (2nd  Team All-Conference, Women’s Soccer), Oscar Rodriguez (1st Team All-Conference, 
Men’s Soccer), Ryan McNab (1st Team All-Conference, Men’s Soccer), Craig Dillie (1st Team All-
Conference, Men’s Soccer), Gino Pavone (2nd  Team All-Conference, Men’s Soccer), Orion Smith (2nd  
Team All-Conference, Men’s Soccer), Janine Padilla (1st Team All-Conference, Volleyball), Glenn 
Greggains (All-Northern California, Wrestling), Matt Schug (All-Northern California, Wrestling), Sergio 
Valdez (All-Northern California, Wrestling), Kyle Vance (All-Northern California, Wrestling).  With the 
exception of two students, all these individuals attended high school in San Mateo or San Francisco 
County. 
 
Academically, our teams had a cumulative GPA of 2.83. Women’s Basketball had team GPA higher than 
a 3.0 and our Men’s Basketball team had their best academic performance on record with a 2.91. Two 
students achieved a perfect grade point average (4.0) during the fall semester. The completion rate for all 
courses attempted by student-athletes was 85% and 40 students (34%) achieved a 3.0 GPA or higher 
while completing 12 or more units during the fall semester. 
 
Please join me in thanking Joe Morello and our coaches for this great semester for our athletes: 

Men’s Basketball: Justin Piergrossi 
Women’s Basketball: Trisha Hosley 
Men’s Soccer: Daniel Link 
Women’s Soccer: Kevin Corsiglia 
Volleyball: Rayannah Salahuddin 
Wrestling: James Haddon. 



 
Painter Stephen Namara shows in Gallery Theater 
Skyline College's Gallery Theatre is proud to present a solo exhibition of paintings and drawings by San 
Francisco based artist Stephen Namara.  Here is Paul Bridenbaugh’s comment:  “Namara's works are 
grounded in classical form, yet are illuminated by an acutely contemporary reflection of the world in which 
we find ourselves. Originally born and raised in Kenya, Namara ended up studying painting at San 
Francisco State University, where he earned his M.F.A. Please join us at the gallery for a reception for the 
artist on Saturday, January 24 from 5-7 pm.”  For more information, check the gallery website:  
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery.  Here is “Exodus,” Oil on Canvas, 78 x 84", 2009. 
 

             
 
 
Facilities covers a lot of ground during the winter break 
Every year at this time I like to recognize the extraordinary effort put out by our Facilities staff over the 
winter break.  They always use this time to good effect, taking care of a huge range of things.  Please join 
me in thanking them for all that they accomplished this year: 

 
Engineer  
• Completed repairs to exterior lighting on Bldg 5 
• Painted interior of Child Development Center storage shed 
• Completed heating and hot water repairs to ceiling heating coil units on Bldg 2 2nd floor     
• Conducted PMs and filter changes to all fan coil units in Bldg 8 
• Keyed all Bldg 7 doors and made keys for upcoming occupancy 
• Re-lamped all florescent light fixtures in the Gym 
• Completed fire suppression system service for Bldg 6 Kitchen  
• Completed fire alarm device testing campus wide  
• Completed emergency light battery system testing in Bldg 5 
• Supported construction projects, swings and moves across the campus 

o Bldg 7 Commissioning 
o Bldg 7 Swing Move 
o Bldg 4N Site Mobilization 
o Bldg 3 Elevator 
o Lot 7A Construction 
o Refuse Management Site (Corp Yard) 
o Facilities Maintenance Center 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery


o Bldg 11 Design 
o CPD Move to Pacific Heights 
o Bldg 1 Remodel (Ceramics) 
o Campus Electrical Upgrade 
o Boiler Refurbishment 
o Bldg 1 Theater Skylights 
o Bldg 3 Gym Emergency Lighting 

 
Grounds 
• Completed weed abatement campus wide  
• Relocated archery target hay bales and constructed archery range behind Loma Chica 
• Painted parking lot spaces and installed signage in new Staff Lot 7A (behind Bldg 7A) 
• Painted parking lot spaces and installed signage in converted Staff Lot 6 
• Painted handicap spaces and installed signage in relocated Staff Lot 10 
• Supported CIP projects 

o Bldg 4N Site Mobilization 
o Loop Road Closure 
o Site Landscaping Design 
o Lot 7A Construction   

 
Custodial 
• Detail cleaned all restrooms campus wide  
• Cleaned and waxed hallways in all buildings campus wide  
• Cleaned and waxed floors in all portable buildings campus wide  
• Cleaned carpets in all Bldg 6 conference rooms 
• Cleaned carpets in Library and LRC in Bldg 5  
• Cleaned and readied Bldg 7 for occupancy 
• Supported construction related swings and moves: 

o CPD Move to Pacific Heights 
o Bldg 7 Swing Move         

 
Coming up… 

Friday, January 23 
• Men’s Basketball at  Chabot College , 7pm 
• Women’s Basketball at Skyline, 7pm 

Saturday, January 24 
• Study Abroad in China: Information Session, Building 8-8302, 12pm 
• Reception for Exhibit of painting and drawings by San Francisco based artist Stephen 

Namara, 5pm-7pm, Gallery Theatre 
Monday, January 26 

• Exhibit of paintings and drawings by San Francisco based artist Stephen Namara (through  
Feb. 28), Gallery Theatre 

• Women's Basketball vs. Hartnell College at Skyline, 7pm 
Tuesday, January 27 

• Baseball vs. Napa Valley at Skyline, 2pm 
Wednesday, January 28 

• Women's Basketball at Las Positas College, 5:30pm 
• Men's Basketball vs. Cañada College at Skyline, 7pm 

Thursday, January 29 
• Baseball vs. Sierra at Skyline, 2pm 

 
Do you have a suggestion? 



One way to submit it is through our e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via the same 
box on the front page of our website at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/.  
 

 
 

For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  
 

  
 
And for ideas about Skyline’s 40th Anniversary celebration next year, here is the link:      
 

                              
 
For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  
 
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/skynotes/.  
 
----- 
Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 
President 
  
Skyline College 
  
3300 College Drive 
San Bruno, CA  94066 
650-738-4111 
  
www.SkylineCollege.edu 
morrowv@smccd.edu 
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