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President’s Report to the Board of Trustees 
On Wednesday I presented my monthly report to the Board of Trustees.  It is available on our new 
website, via the Faculty and Staff button on the new front page at 
http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/index.html. 
 
Faculty door card update 
Hooray!  Fully 99% completion of the online door cards for full time faculty are now available, and 68% of 
those for adjunct faculty.  Very impressive, and emblematic of our focus on student success here. 
 
First annual Classified Employee of the Year Award created by the Board of Governors 
The Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges has launched a new Classified Employee 
of the Year Award.  Nominees must be classified employees with a minimum of 5 years of service as a 
permanent employee within the nominating Community College District (full-time or part-time). The 
nominees are evaluated on their commitment to: the mission of community colleges; professional ethics 
and standards; serving the institution through participation in professional and/or community activities; 
and serving as a leader beyond the local institution. A $500 cash award and plaque is presented to each 
statewide recipient at the May 2009 meeting of the Board of Governors.  
 
Each district is allowed to submit one nomination.  Our district will solicit the names of four proposed 
nominees, one each from the three colleges and the district office.  At its last February meeting, our 
district Board of Trustees will select one of the four nominees to submit to the Board of Governors.  All 
four of the nominees will be recognized at the Board meeting.  Skyline’s process for selecting our 
nominee was adopted by the College Council at our January 28 meeting, and our deadline for submission 
of Skyline nominations will be: 

            DEADLINE:  Tuesday, February 17, 10 am 
Submit to Linda Ghio at ghiol@smccd.edu 

            Nomination forms should be submitted in electronic format.  
 
That deadline will allow the College Council to screen the nominations and select a Skyline nominee in 
time for the February 25 agenda packet for our Board of Trustees’ meeting.  The award information is 
available online on the right side of the main page of the Chancellor’s office website at 
http://www.cccco.edu/Home/tabid/189/Default.aspx.  You will find the Guidelines and Instructions and the 
Nomination Form.  Anyone can make a nomination.  Simply use that form and submit it to Linda Ghio at 
ghiol@smccd.edu by 10 am on Tuesday, February 17.   
 
“Heart 2 Heart” Bake Sale and Gift Item Fundraiser coming soon 
On Wednesday, February 11, the Classified Council will hold its Spring semester fundraiser from 8:00 am 
to 12 noon.  The event will be held in the Bldg. 6 Quad and proceeds from the event will serve to support 
student scholarships and staff development. This semester’s format will be slightly different since it is 
more than just a bake sale.  Small gift items, baked goods, and decorative pieces will be on sale at prices 
ranging from $1 to $15. The entire Skyline College community is invited to support the Classified Council 
by either purchasing items on the day of the sale and/or contributing sale items for the sale. For further 
information, please contact Julene Rhoan (X4426) to donate items or Nancy Lam (X4168) to volunteer 
your time.  
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Photo archive filled with gold 
Thanks to Adolfo Leiva for reminding me about the district wide photo archive available online at 
http://smcweb.smccd.net/accounts/csmarchives/vewebsite/index.htm.  Here are a couple of the photos 
you can find.  Many of you will recognize a couple of the people pictured—Pat Deamer and Felix Perez.  
And here is the original fountain in the Building 7/8 quad.  We plan to mine this archive for our 40th 
Anniversary celebrations next year. 
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Skyline employee marches in Inauguration Parade 
While most of us were watching on the big screen or greeting students on the first day of classes, Lisa 
Clayton, a Math Instructional Aide in the Learning Center, was lucky enough to experience the 
Inauguration of Barak Obama first hand.  She was one of 175 musicians nationwide to be selected to 
march as a band representing the Lesbian and Gay Band Association.  While the band had also 
performed at inauguration events for former President Clinton, this was the first and only LGBT group 
ever invited to march in an Inauguration Parade.  Lisa, who also works as a data manager for UCSF, was 
joined by her partner, Sally Canjura, both pictured below.  She described her experience this way: 

The two most moving parts for me were seeing how many people there were at this inaugural; the 
Metros were packed at all hours. You couldn't avoid striking up a conversation with a fellow 
traveler, and everyone was friendly, happy and congratulated us when they found out an LGBT 
band was marching in the parade. The second moment was when I was out on the street, finally 
performing in the parade, the final result of hours and hours of marching drills and rehearsals.  
We were finally here, making a little bit of history. I definitely took a moment to look up when we 
were passing by the White House reviewing stand, and got to see Barack and Michelle Obama, 
Joe and Jill Biden. They looked glad to see us, waving and smiling. I was very happy to be there 
at that moment, and I was proud LGBA got to be there.   

Congratulations to Lisa for her moment in the limelight at such an historic event.  Click on the link to see 
the band marching in the parade:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eJCQoDv2e8 
 

 
College Council Update 

1. Proposed Change to Building 7 name:   Skyline College has an official list of Skyline building 
numbers and names approved first by the College Council and then by the Chancellor’s Council 
on March 6, 2007. Per that list, the name for Building 7 is “Sciences”.  Regina Stanback Stroud, 
Vice President for Instruction, and Mike Williamson, Dean of Science, Math and Technology, 
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proposed that the official name of Building 7 to be changed to “Science and Allied Health”.  This 
name is a more accurate representation of the programs in the building; almost the entire second 
floor consists of allied health programs.  The College Council approved this change, and it will be 
recommended to the Chancellor’s Council. 

2. Board of Governors’ Classified Employees Award:  Vicki Morrow reported that the Board of 
Governors of the California Community Colleges has launched a new Classified Employees 
Award.  Each district is allowed to submit one nomination.  Our district will solicit the names of 
four proposed nominees, one each from the three colleges and the district office.  The Board will 
select one of the four at its all four of the nominees would be recognized a Board meeting.   The 
award information is available on the right side of the main page of the Chancellor’s office website 
at http://www.cccco.edu/Home/tabid/189/Default.aspx. The Council discussed what will our 
college approach should be to selecting our college nominee, and who should be involved in that 
decision, and the timeline will we need to observe in order to get our nomination to the Board by 
the end of February. See above in this edition of Skyline Shines for the details. 

3. Budget update:   Eloisa Briones, Director of Business Services, briefly reviewed the latest 
information from Sacramento concerning the state budget and its potential implications for 
Skyline.  See the College Budget Committee update below for more detail. 

4. Update on the Development, Marketing and PR office:  Sandy Irber reported via email that her 
department has recently experienced several staffing changes.  Shelly Hausman, Public 
Information Officer, is on maternity leave for the spring semester and Robert Miller who was hired 
in December to replace her temporarily, accepted a permanent position in early January.  Rakefet 
Avramovitz has accepted a position as Interim Division Assistant in the Social Science/Creative 
Arts Division as of January 13th.  Joyce Young is the Interim Staff Assistant.  The Interim PIO 
replacement hiring process is underway.  Until that process is complete, services that the office 
provides the college may be more limited due to limited staffing.   

5. Web site update:  Sandy also reported on the Web site update and encouraged members to 
browse our new Web site http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/.  She said that we welcome comments 
during the ‘soft launch’ period via the e-suggestion box 
http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html.  The new Web site will “go live” 
February 17th.  

6. Planning for the 40th Anniversary:  Sandy urged the members to be thinking about Skyline’s 
40th Anniversary which we will celebrate next academic year.  Planning for the anniversary will 
commence mid-semester. 

7. Classified Council update:  Adolfo Leiva distributed a flyer on Skyline’s Classified Council bake 
sale and gift item fundraiser, called Heart 2 Heart, which will be held on February 11.  There will 
be different price points on items being sold.  He also noted that the Classified Council is 
beginning to plan the spring 2009 classified staff retreat and is looking for a suitable local venue.  
They are expecting 30 attendees.  The retreat is centered on staff development in the areas of 
student services, basic skills and professional development.  They are looking forward to being 
partially supported through BSI funds.  Phyllis Taylor will do an On Course presentation and 
Gerry Frassetti will do some diversity training.  The retreat is planned for two to three days. 

8. Student Center update:  Lori Adrian reported that additional tables and seating have been 
installed in Building 6 in the cafeteria, as well as soft seating in the student lounge, outside the 
bookstore and in the upstairs lounge.  She noted that more and more students are discovering 
those areas and putting them to good use.  

 
College Budget Committee (CBC) update 
The College Budget Committee held its first meeting this semester yesterday. 

1. State budget update:  Eloisa Briones, Director of Business Services, shared information from 
the State Budget Workshop on January 16th. The community college system fares well under the 
Governor's latest proposal which eliminates mid-year cuts this fiscal year.  Instead, COLA would 
be eliminated and an additional $230 million of community college funding would be deferred to 
next year.  For 2009-10, the Governor proposed no COLA, 3% growth, more deferrals and the 
elimination of mandated costs payments.  No increase in student fees is proposed.  While Skyline 
has identified reductions for the next 18 months, the actual amount of reductions needed is still 
uncertain pending the final decision on the state budget. There is strong support from the LAO 
and State Chancellor's Office for a proposal to push property taxes to K-12 so that community 
colleges would be funded out of state apportionment.  This would negatively impact SMCCCD. 

2. District Committee on Budget and Finance (DCBF) update:  In addition to the state budget 
update, Linda Whitten shared the DCBF discussions around the 2008-09 FTES reported to the 
state for the first period report that shows a 4.7% increase in FTES district wide.  District CFO 
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Kathy Blackwood gave an update on the district's work around GASB 43 and 45 compliance.  
With regard to the 2009-10 budget, Kathy Blackwood will develop best case and worst case 
scenarios based on the Governor's proposal which she will present to the board next week.  

3. Enrollment update:  Rob Johnstone, Dean of Planning, Research and Institutional 
Effectiveness, presented the latest Skyline Productivity Report.  Skyline has already surpassed its 
FTES and productivity goals for this year.   

4. Next meeting:  CBC will meet  again on February 12. 
  
Our combination Groundbreaking and Ribbon Cutting is coming later this month 
 

 
 
And WOW! arrives at the beginning of next month 

 
 

 
Coming up… 

Friday, January 30 
• Baseball vs. Cosumnes River at Skyline,  1pm 
• Exhibit of paintings and drawings by San Francisco based artist Stephen Namara 
(through  Feb. 28), Gallery Theatre 
Saturday, January 31 
• Baseball vs. Modesto at Skyline, 12 pm 
• Men’s Basketball at Ohlone College, 5 pm 
Monday, February 2 
• Last Day to Add a Semester Length Class 
• Last Day to Drop a Semester Length Class with Eligibility Partial Refund 
• Transfer from Skyline College to an Ivy League College, Building 6 Room 6203, 12pm-
1pm 
Tuesday, February 3 
• Baseball vs. City College of San Francisco at Skyline, 2pm 
Wednesday, February 4 
• Women’s Basketball vs. Foothill College at Skyline, 7pm 



 
Do you have a suggestion? 
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via 
the same box on the front page of our website at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/.  
 

 
 
 

Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website,         

 
And here, again, is the link to the new site:   http://dev.skylinecollege.edu.  (You can get there from the 
front page of our existing Web site too.)   
     

    
For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  
 

  

 
And for ideas about Skyline’s 40th Anniversary celebration next year, here is the link:      
 

                              
 
For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  
 
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/skynotes/.  
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