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Celebrate - Today is Earth Day!  

 

 
 

Please join us for an all-campus celebration of Earth Day next week. The Environmental Club 

and the Science Math & Technology (SMT) Division are hosting a series of social and 

educational events to bring awareness to environmental issues and solutions.   

On Thursday, April 21, shortly after the ribbon cutting of the new LEED-Certified (Leadership 

in Energy and Environmental Design) Building 4, Skyline College faculty will host a video 

series around Green Building. The videos will be shown in Building 4, Room 4-170 at 3:30 p.m.  

On Friday, April 22 there will be a large Green Fair from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the Quad. 

Participants include:  

 The Marine Science Institute who will bring live San Francisco Bay marine animals to 

teach about environmental stewardship 

 Sponsored by the Veterans Club, Congresswoman Jackie Speier will be speaking at 11:30 

a.m. 

 Skyline College Solar Technology and Building Performance students and faculty who 



will demonstrate solar technology and discuss the latest clean energy solutions 

 Skyline College Automotive department showcasing the new Hybrid vehicles  

 Sierra Club, PG&E, and more! 

And to top it all off on Friday, April 22 at 12:30 p.m., join Skyline College Biology faculty on a 

fascinating and beautiful nature walk. Meet at Vista Point on the edge of Parking Lot G and 

celebrate the Earth!  For questions, contact Pat Tyler of SMT at tyler@smccd.edu or x4221. 
 

(Thanks to Anjana Richards for her contribution to this article.) 

 

What’s Red, Yellow, and Black, and Green All Over? 
Happy Earth Day!  Did you know that Skyline College has already implemented a number of 

green initiatives?  Here are some fun facts in honor of Earth Day: 

 More than 80% of campus waste is diverted from going to the landfill. Successful 

programs implemented over the past several years include revamped single stream 

recycling programs, encouraged paperless systems and double-sided printing, and even 

changed the kinds of plants used in landscaping to reduce trimmings.  

 Custodial staff use recycled materials and eco-friendly cleaning solvents 

 Facilities changes their work practices on “Spare the Air” days to eliminate the use of 

gas-powered equipment. 

 Skyline College has a co-generation unit that provides 25% savings in energy bills, has 

implemented a number of lighting retrofits, including new state-of-the art LED lights in 

Parking Lot C. 

 

So what’s red, yellow and black and green all over? Skyline College!  If you want to get 

involved in Green Campus initiatives or if you have ideas to share about how Skyline College 

mailto:tyler@smccd.edu


can Go Green, stop by the Green Fair on Earth Day, or contact Anjana Richards at 

richardsa@smccd.edu.  

 
(Thanks to Richard Inokuchi, Anjana Richards and SMCCD Facilities for their contribution to this article) 

 

 

The SparkPoint Center is accepting applications for  

the Grove Scholars Program 

 

 
 

Reminder! The SparkPoint Center is currently accepting applications for the Fall 2011 Grove 

Scholars Program.  To request an application or for more information, please contact us at 

grovescholar@smccd.edu or visit the SparkPoint Center in Building One, Room 1222.  The 

deadline to apply is WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2011 by 4 p.m.   
(Thanks to Patricia Kwok for contributing this article.) 

 

South San Francisco Rotary Announces  

$27,000 Ambassadorial Scholarship 

mailto:richardsa@smccd.edu
mailto:grovescholar@smccd.edu


 

Reminder! Let the students know about this extraordinary opportunity.  The South San 

Francisco Rotary Club would like to invite students to apply for the Ambassadorial 

Scholarship.  The Ambassadorial Scholarship Program provides students with the opportunity to 

study abroad where they are expected to be outstanding ambassadors of good will to the people 

of the host country through appearances before Rotary clubs and districts, schools, civic 

organizations and other forums.   

 

Applicants must have completed at least two years of university or college course work, or must 

have a secondary school education and have been employed in a recognized vocation for at least 

two years when the scholarship begins.  Additional information about the program can be found 

at 

http://www.rotary.org/en/studentsandyouth/educationalprograms/ambassadorialscholarships/pag

es/ridefault.aspx 

 

The deadline is now!  The program is competitive.  Students should contact the Co-Chair of the 

South San Francisco Rotary Scholarship Committee, Sabrena Chapman at 650 624-5473 to 

apply.   
          

People Programs and Services 

Skyline College Sports Medicine Staff serves at the National 

Collegiate Taekwondo Championships 

Jo Silken, ATC, Skyline College Athletic Trainer and Sports Medicine Instructor, served as the 

Head Athletic Trainer for the National Collegiate Taekwondo Championship’s Medical Staff at 

UC Davis this past weekend.  Silken has also been asked to travel to China next August with the 

United States Taekwondo Team for the Collegiate World Games.  Skyline College Sports 

Medicine Interns Dom Gomez and Pablo Vargas, also served on the medical staff for the event. 

 

Jo Silken, ATC (2
nd

 from left), Pablo Vargas (3rd from right) and  Dom Gomez (on right) 

http://www.rotary.org/en/studentsandyouth/educationalprograms/ambassadorialscholarships/pages/ridefault.aspx
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(Thanks to Jo Silken for contributing this article and these photos.) 

 

ELI Brings New Students to Skyline College’s ESOL 

Program 
 



April 16
th

 was Super Saturday, the 1-day recruitment of ESOL students hosted by the English 

Language Institute.  Nearly 50 new individuals came from the community to apply, take 

placement tests, get an orientation, learn about Financial Aid, and make an appointment with 

Kenny Gonzalez, the ESOL counselor.  Thanks to Kristina Brower and Martina Center, who 

staffed the Child Development Center that day, parents were able to drop their kids off and 

attend to their registration process.   

 

Minerva Velasquez of A&R was indispensible in processing G-numbers and assisting with the 

application process, and Andy Davis and his assistant Evelyn Ibanez gave 35 placement tests to 

new students.  Even Dave Jorgensen from IT was on hand to help out, as were several ESOL 

students and ELI interns.  Some of the feedback from the day included “all of the people here 

were so nice and helpful” and “it was great to finish everything on one Saturday.”   

 

 

New students take placement tests. 

New students fill out forms. 



 

Special thanks to Campus Ambassadors Jose Milan and Tiffany Ong for staffing the financial aid 

desk, Garry Nicol and Leigh Anne Sippel for offering faculty assistance, Glenda Benavides for 

assisting with appointments, and especially to ELI Instructional Aide Amber Rocha for 

coordinating the staffing and advertisement for the entire event.  The ELI is grateful to William 

Watson and Adolfo Leiva of the SparkPoint San Mateo Center at Skyline College, and to all 

SparkPoint partners, for helping to make Super Saturday a success. 
 

(Leigh Anne Sippel and Amber Rocha contributed to this article.  Photos taken by Leigh Anne Sippel.) 

Rock The School Bells 4 Hip-Hop Conference & Concert 
 

On Saturday, March 26, 2011, over 100 middle school, high school, and college students 

attended the 4
th

 Annual Rock The School Bells Hip-Hop Conference, an event that is aimed to 

educate and empower youth and students about the importance of higher education and personal 

development through the usage of hip-hop.  Davey D, an author, historian, and an adjunct 

professor at San Francisco State University, provided an outstanding keynote speech challenging 

youth and students to utilize hip-hop to strengthen themselves and their communities and not to 

“freestyle” through life. 

 

Attendees were able to participate in a panel discussion on Hip-Hop Entrepreneurship featuring 

panelists such as Davey D; Naru Kwina, CEO of HipLearning; Mike Kelly, LA producer of the 

Universal Music Group, and many others.  Attendees were able to learn about strategies in 

building solid business plans, utilizing effective networking strategies, and implementing various 

marketing strategies. 

 

 

ELI I.A. Amber Rocha  

and ELI Intern Trung Nguyen.  . 



 
 

Attendees also engaged in hip-hop cultural art forms such as various dance styles, spoken word, 

and creative writing.  The event concluded with an evening concert that drew over 300 people in 

attendance.  A scholarship ceremony was held during the concert to recognize four Rock The 

School Bells Scholarship recipients – Kent Foster, Jayzel Reyes, Saba Nazir, and M.E. 

Urquico.  Scholarships were funded through generous donations to the Rock The School Bells 

Scholarship Fund.   To donate to this fund, go to http://www.smcccfoundation.org/ and click 

Give Direct.  In the comment box, type in Rock The School Bells. 

 

This event would not be possible without the help of student volunteers of Skyline College and 

the planning committee – Nate Nevado, Counselor; Melanie Espinueva, Sparkpoint Counselor; 

Matt Ledesma, South San Francisco High School Counselor; Leo Docuyanan; Gavin Tolentino, 

UCSF; and Gabriel dela Cruz, Daly City Parks and Recreation.   

 

Rock the School Bells is part of a college wide collaboration.  This collaboration The SparkPoint 

San Mateo at Skyline College outreach efforts aimed at improving student transitioning from 

high school to college.  Rock the School Bells is funded in part by the by California Community 

Colleges and the Associated Students of Skyline College 
(Thanks to Nate Nevado for his contribution to this article.) 

   

Financial Aid Awareness Week:  April 25-27, 2011 

Financial Aid Awareness Week aims to make financial aid information more accessible to 

students.  During these challenging economic times, it is important that students are aware of the 

http://www.smcccfoundation.org/


various types of financial aid that may be available to them and their families.  The Campus 

Ambassador Team will be staffing information tables in Bldg. 6 to encourage students to 

complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for both the current 2010-2011 

academic year and the upcoming 2011-2012 year.   

In addition, there will be two workshops offered on Wednesday, April 27, 2011.  The first will 

be a “Mythbusters – Get Answers to Your Questions!” workshop conducted by Jocelyn Vila, 

Financial Aid Program Services Coordinator and will be held from 1:00-2:00 p.m. in Bldg. 2, 

Room 2122.  The “Mythbusters” workshop is an opportunity to bust myths about financial aid 

and its processes.  The second will be a FAFSA Workshop held from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in Bldg. 2, 

Room 2117B.  Students will get one-on-one assistance with completing their FAFSA application 

online.   

Please help spread the word that it’s not too late to apply for financial aid by encouraging your 

students to attend the upcoming events during Financial Aid Awareness Week.  Participation 

Certificates will be available for students who attend the “Mythbusters” or “FAFSA Workshop” 

on Wednesday, April 27.  Instructors, please consider offering your students extra-credit for 

attending these events.  To schedule a financial aid presentation, please contact Jocelyn Vila at 

vilaj@smccd.edu or 650.738.4390.  A member of the Campus Ambassador Team is available to 

come to your classroom.  

mailto:vilaj@smccd.edu


 

 

 
You’re Invited... 

Skyline College’s Program Review Presentations 
Each year the faculty in a select group of programs conduct an extensive review to determine 
the effectiveness of each program. Please join us for two afternoons of presentations of their 
findings and recommendations.  The first group of programs made stellar presentations on 

Wednesday, April 20.  The next group is set to present.   
 

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 
2:10-4:00 p.m. 

Room 6202 
 

Accounting 
Administration of Justice 



Paralegal Studies 
  

Please contact Theresa Tentes in the Office of the Vice President of Instruction 
at (650) 738-4321 or tentes@smccd.edu for further information. 

 

(Thanks to Maria Norris for contributing this article.) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Multicultural Center, 

Cosmetology and Administration Building – 4 a Big Success! 

 

 

Skyline College celebrated the completion of its new Building 4 (Multicultural Center, 

Cosmetology & Administration) with a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Thursday, April 21, 

2011.  Faculty, staff, students and community members gathered under sunny skies in the 

Multicultural Quad before the ribbon was officially cut and enjoyed performances by the ASTEP 

and Kababayan Learning Communities.   

mailto:tentes@smccd.edu


 

Students from the ASTEP Math Academy performed the song “Lift Every Voice and 

Sing.”  Filipino music and dance was presented by the Kababayan Learning Community.   

 

 

Following the ceremony, guests enjoyed refreshments donated by Hensel-Phelps Construction 

Co. and music by the Leo Rosales Ensemble.  Self-guided tours of the building were available, 



as well as a guided tour. 

 

The 73,000 square foot building serves as a new campus gateway.  Featured on the eastern and 

western walls – one facing the campus loop road and the other facing the center of campus – are 

two inspirational quotations: 

“The wisest mind has something yet to learn.” –George Santayana 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” –Eleanor Roosevelt 



 

Building 4 was designed to meet the energy and sustainability standards for certification by U.S. 

Green Building Council LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

Program).  Programs and spaces featured in the buildings include: 

First Floor:  Classrooms, Cosmetology space, Spa and Esthetician Labs 

Second Floor:  Multicultural Center, Hosting Gallery, Classrooms, Cosmetology Hair Lab and 

Model Salon 

Third Floor:  Classroom, Administration Offices, Rooftop Terrace 



 
 

(Thanks to Christianne Marra for contributing the article and photo.) 

 

Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition 
 

Skyline College Art Gallery presents our Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition, on view from 

April 18 to May 12. Reception for the exhibition is Thursday April 28 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Mondays and Tuesdays from 1-7 p.m., Wednesdays from 11 am to 9 p.m., 

Thursdays from 2 to 4 p.m., and Fridays from 10 to 12 a.m. 

 

Images are of artworks awarded Merit Awards by this year’s juror. 

 

For more exhibition information, please check the Gallery website: 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/index.html 

Or visit us on Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Skyline-College-Art-Gallery/102258493146760 

 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Skyline-College-Art-Gallery/102258493146760


 
Tom Byrne, The Heavy, Plaster 

 

 
Amanda Devlin, I’ll Take Two, Oil on Canvas 

 



 
Stephanie Clemons, Where’s Bob?, Ceramic 

 

 

 
Jennifer Tan, Light on Me, Black and White Photograph 

   

 

TRiO Takes Students to UC Berkeley 



 
 

On Friday, April 15, 2011 the TRiO program at Skyline College partnered with the Transfer, Re-

Entry, and Student Parent Center (TRSP) at UC Berkeley to host a well-attended UC Berkeley 

visit.  Approximately thirty Skyline College TRiO students had the opportunity to learn, in great 

depth, about the admissions requirements to UC Berkeley from an Admission’s specialist; they 

also received an opportunity to ask questions regarding their specific college and major.   

 

Furthermore, students were engaged with a panel of transfer students whose experiences 

mirrored those of our students.  These UC Berkeley students spoke about the transfer process, 

personal experiences, and what to expect from Cal.  The day’s events ended with a campus tour 

where students learned more about UC Berkeley’s student-body, campus demographics, as well 

as its history and interesting facts.  The event was a major success, which helped promote the 

goal of transferring to a four-year institution among TRiO students! 

 
(Thanks to Jessica Lopez for contributing this article.) 



 
 

April is National Financial Literacy Month! 
 

National Financial Literacy Month is recognized in the United States in an effort to highlight the 

importance of financial literacy and education, and to teach individuals how to establish and 

maintain healthy financial habits.  In recognition of Financial Literacy Month, The SparkPoint 

Center and Financial Aid Office are collaborating to promote Financial Education and provide 

campus-wide workshops on Tuesday, April 12th, and Wednesday, April 13th, on the topic of 

Debt and Money Management.  Conducted by Jocelyn Vila of Financial Aid and Melanie 

Espinueva of The SparkPoint San Mateo Center, the workshops are open to all students, faculty, 

staff and community members.  To attend, please RSVP by going to the home page of the 

website for Skyline College and clicking on the link “Financial Literacy Workshops.” 
 

 
To RSVP Online – Please click on the above flyer. 

 
 
 

Awards and Proposals     

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDZfNzhTdWE0bklSWEpnQ0dVZEhhT0E6MQ


 
 

Skyline Shines Award 
 

Reminder:  The Skyline Shines Award is designed to recognize individuals or groups who help 

Skyline College shine in terms of the quality of its programs and services as well as its reputation 

for quality. Two awards are made annually, one to a member or group of the Skyline College 

employees and one to a community member or group. Nominations must be made by 4:30 pm 

on Friday, April 29 using the official Nomination Form 

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshinesaward.html  under “Skyline Shines 

Awards.” The nominations must describe the ways in which nominee(s) help the college live up 

to its values (the criteria are included with the form).  

Nominations should be sent to Linda Bertellotti, Assistant to the President. They may be mailed, 

faxed (650-738-4338), or emailed to: bertellottil@smccd.edu. The address is: 

Linda Bertellotti, President’s Office 

Skyline College 

3300 College Drive 

San Bruno, CA 94066 

 

The College Employee or Group award and the Community Member or Group award will be 

selected by the President in consultation with the College Council and President’s Council 

Executive Committee respectively.  They will be announced on the college’s Opening Day in 

August 2011. 
 

President’s Innovation Fund Proposals - Reminder 

It is time to submit proposals for the President’s Innovation Fund. If you are interested in 

submitting a proposal for 2011-12, the deadline is Friday, April 29 at 4:30 p.m. in the 

President’s Office. The guidelines and the proposal form are on the college website at:  

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/presinnovationfund.html (under President’s 

Innovation Fund) 
 

Governance 
 

Upcoming Governance Committee Meetings -  

College Budget Committee (CBC)  – Thursday – April 28-Room 5131 – 2:10 p.m.  

College Council – Wednesday – April 27 – Room 4343- 2:10 p.m. 

SLOAC – Monday – April 25- Room 6203- 2:00 p.m. 

Supporters of Educational Equity and Diversity (SEEED) – Tuesday- April 26 – Room 6203 – 

2:10 p.m. 
 

 
 

Guidelines Skyline Shines Submissions 

http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshinesaward.html
mailto:bertellottil@smccd.edu
http://skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/presinnovationfund.html


Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines.  Thanks so much for taking to 

time to help me keep the college informed.  Here are a few guidelines that will facilitate the 

publication of Skyline Shines each week.   

 Place your submission in a word document with your pictures pasted in the document.   

 Use medium sized pictures that are equal to ¼ or ½ of a page. 

 Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the article.   

 Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the middle 

 Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations:  a.m. or p.m. (i.e.  “The event will be held 

from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “ The workshop is scheduled to run from 9:30 a.m. – Noon.” 

 Spell out numbers of one or two words.  Use figures for numbers that require more than two 

words to spell out. (i.e. “Almost eight years ago I began taking ceramics courses.” And “I counted 

176 records on the shelf.” 

 If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the sentence. 

 Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e. “March 4, 2011” not 

“March 4
th

, 2011 or March 2
nd

, 2011” 

 Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e.  Skyline College instead of 

Skyline) 

 

Coming Up…  
 

April 22, 2011 

 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Celebrate Earth Day at Skyline College - Green Fair 

on the Main Quad 

 12:30 p.m. – 1:15 p.m., Guided Nature Walk with Skyline Biology Faculty, 

(meet at Vista Point) 

 

April 23, 2011  

 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., Latin American Student Organization (LASO) Second 

Annual Skyline United Concert – Theatre (Building 1) 

 

April 25 – 28, 2011  

 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Financial Aid Awareness Week – Information Tables 

in Building 6 

 

April 26, 2011 

 2:30 p.m., Baseball vs. Monterey @ Skyline 

 

April 27, 2011   



 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., Financial Aid Workshop: Myth busters – Get Answers 

to Your Questions!, Building 2, Room 2122  
 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA Workshop, Building 2, Room 2117B 
 4:00 p.m., Grove Scholars Program Applications Due, SparkPoint San Mateo 

Center, Building 1, Room 1222 
 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., Panel Discussion: California Budget Crisis, Theatre 

(Building 1) 
 

April 28, 2011 

 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., Career Workshop: Develop Your Pitch -  Building 1, 

Room 1218 

 2:30 p.m., Baseball vs. Ohlone @ Ohlone 

 3:00 p.m., Badminton vs. DeAnza College @ Skyline 

 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., Reception:  Skyline College Student Art Exhibition – 

Gallery (Building 1) 

 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  

 
April 30, 2011 

 10:00 a.m., Relay for Life at Skyline College, Track (event runs through May 

1 at 10:15 a.m.) 

 7:30 p.m., Performing Arts Showcase – Theatre (Building 1) 

 

May 3, 2011 

 Noon – 2:00 p.m., Women in Transition Annual Spring Luncheon – Theatre 

Lobby (Building 1) 

 

 

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our 

calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html 
 

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the 

information (event, date, time and location) to Christianne Marra in the Public Information 

Office via email at marrac@smccd.edu. 
 

Publisher’s Note:  Would you like to submit something to be included in Skyline Shines?  

Send a written narrative along with pictures highlighting the item being submitted.  Be sure to 

include the information describing who, what, when, where, and why for a complete 

article.  Items submitted will be considered for inclusion.  All items submitted may possibly be 

modified to satisfy publication needs.   

Please send submissions to skylineshines@smccd.edu . 

Do you have a suggestion?  
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box 

below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/news_events.html
mailto:marrac@smccd.edu
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http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

 

 
For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  
· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

 
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
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