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Black History Month: Honoring the 

Contributions Celebrating Achievement  
The Skyline College African American Success Through Excellence and 

Persistence (ASTEP) Learning Community will host three events designed to 

increase the awareness of the history, cultural background and achievements of 

African Americans.   For more information about the ASTEP Learning 

Community contact co-coordinators Phyllis Taylor at ext. 4233 and Pat Deamer 

at ext. 4217. 

 

 
Thanks to Prof. Phyllis Taylor for her contribution to this article.   
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 Skyline College Professor Kicks Off Political 

Science Faculty Forum at Chico State 
Before joining the 

faculty of Skyline 

College, Dr. George 

Wright, professor of 

History and Political 

Science, served as a 

member in the Political 

Science Department at 

Chico State for 30 years. 

 As a celebrated 

academician, he admits 

(modestly) to being 

somewhat of a legend at 

Chico State.  Knowing 

that he would attract a 

large crowd from the 

public and student body, 

the organizers of the 

Political Science Faculty 

Forum asked Dr. Wright 

to kick off the weekly 

event with a presentation on his recent paper discussing the attacks on public 

workers‟ pensions.  Dr. Wright sets the stage of the discussion by describing 

the historical-legal context of the assault on workers‟ pensions.  And he argues 

that corporate interests, led by the Wall Street banking and investor sector, have 

taken advantage of the current economic crisis to accelerate their attack on 

unionized labor.   

 

The lecture will be held on Friday, February 11 at 2:00 p.m. in Ayers 120.  

Faculty, students, staff and the public are encouraged to attend.  There will be a 

reception immediately following the lecture in Selvester‟s Café-by-the-Creek 

104. For more information about Dr. George Wright visit his site at 
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/wrightg/ 
 
Thanks to Dr. George Wright for his contribution to this article. 
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 Beta Theta Omicron -“A Day at the Park” 

for San Bruno Fire Victims 
 

On Saturday February 5, Beta Theta Omicron, Skyline College's Chapter of Phi 

Theta Kappa, put on "A Day At The Park" to give away care packages to the 

victims of the San 

Bruno gas explosion 

and fire. They prepared 

over 150 bags to be 

distributed and had a 

substantial turnout 

throughout the day. Beta 

Theta Omicron 

members will be 

working closely with 

San Bruno leaders who 

now work personally 

with the victims of the 

fire to continue 

distributing supplies door to door. 

 
Photo -from left:  Hong Hoang, Charity Walden, Brittany Natali, Katrina Cheung, Ashley Zuniga and 

Casey Fortier 

 
Thanks to Dr. Christine Case for her contribution to this article. 

 

        

March 11 Flex Day: On Course II-Focusing on 

Learner-Centered Paradigm 
Through CSI support, Skyline 

College has adopted On Course 

strategies and principles as part of 

the effort to engage students in the 

college experience both in and out 

of the classroom.  The learner-

centered philosophy includes the 

following: 

1.  Instruction changes from being 

teacher-centered and content-

driven, and becomes more learner-

centered and learning process-

driven.  

2. The student’s role changes from 

that of being a passive recipient or empty receptacle into which the instructor 

 

 
 

 



“deposits” knowledge—the “banking theory” of education (Freire, 1970)—to that 

of an engaged learner and active agent in the learning process.  

3. The instructor’s role expands from that of a knowledge-laden professor who 

professes truths and disseminates factual information, to that of being a 

learning mediator or facilitator. 

Written by Skip Downing, On Course offers eight principles:  self-

responsibility, self-management, self-awareness, emotional intelligence, 

lifelong learning, self-motivation, interdependence, and belief in themselves.  

The principles and tools are meant to “empower students to become effective 

partners in their own education, giving them the outer behaviors and inner 

qualities to create greater success in college and in life.”  In the last two years, 

Skyline faculty, staff, and administrators have attended trainings both on- and 

off campus with the intent to incorporate learner-centered strategies into the 

classroom as well as student services areas.  Skyline faculty, who attended On 

Course training in 2009 and 2010, will be invited to attend the „next step‟ by 

participating in training on March 11, 2011.  This continuation training is 

titled, Designing a Learner-Centered Curriculum, and will specifically focus 

on self-motivation and self-responsibility as the theme.  Space will be limited 

and registration is required.  For more information about the training, please 

contact Melissa Komadina - komadina@smccd.edu.  For further information 

about On Course and learner-centered paradigm, visit the website: 

www.oncourseworkshop.com

 
 Thanks to Prof. Melissa Komadina for her contribution to this article. 
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Skyline College Student – Ray Parenti-Kurttila 

Whether it‟s serving up pancakes at the Annual Pancake 

Breakfast, performing in Skyline College‟s production of 

Rocky Horror Picture Show or participating as a member of 

Skyline College Council or District Shared Governance 

Council you can count on Ray Parenti-Kurttila, President of 

the Associated Students of Skyline College, to ensure that 

students‟  views are represented and to lend a helping 

hand.  Ray is a Political Science major with a passion for 

student advocacy.  Ray, the Student Senate and District 

Student Council  are gearing up for lobbying efforts to 

make certain that the State Legislature sees education as a 

priority and to help reduce the further drastic cuts to community college  funding.  

Giving back to the community and helping those in need is an essential part of 

Ray‟s life.  In addition to serving as Student Body President, he is the Event Chair 

for Skyline College‟s second annual Relay for Life Event, which supports the 

American Cancer Society.  He and the Relay for Life Event Team are looking for 

individuals and teams to participate in the relay on April 30- May 1.  If you are 

interested in supporting this worthy cause please contact Ray at 

parentikurttila@smccd.edu for additional information.    

Thanks to Student Activities Director, Amory Cariadus for her contribution to this article. 

 

Skyline College 

Financial Aid 

Office Presents 

at Cash for 

College Events 

at Several Local 

High Schools 

Skyline‟s Financial Aid Office 

presented at the annual “Cash for 

College” events at several local 

high schools in San Mateo and San 

Francisco County, including 

Balboa High School on January 

25, Burton High School on 

January 27, Jefferson High 

School on February 3 and South San Francisco High School on February 5.  Over 500 students 

and their parents attended these events. The events were sponsored by the California Student 

Aid Commission, the Office of Assembly Member Fiona Ma, The San Francisco College 

Access Center, San Francisco Unified School District, Jefferson Union High School District 

and South San Francisco Unified School District.  The workshops were free and open to the 

 

Aaron Boyd, Economics Instructor and volunteers from South San 
Francisco High School  (Photo by Jocelyn Vila) 
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public.  The events provided 

students and parents one-on-one 

assistance with completing the 

2011-2012 FAFSA “Free 

Application for Federal Student 

Aid” application and the forms 

necessary to apply for Cal Grants.  

High school seniors who attended 

a workshop and who apply for a 

Cal Grant by the March 2 deadline 

can qualify for an extra $1,000 

scholarship to be used at a 

qualifying institution next fall.  

Thank you to Jorge Murillo, 

Campus Ambassador, for 

conducting the Spanish workshops at Jefferson and Burton High School and to Jocelyn Vila, 

Program Services Coordinator, for coordinating and presenting at Balboa and South San 

Francisco High School.    

 

Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for her contribution to this article. 

    

 

Private = Public: Group Exhibition Open 

Now 
Opening this wek at the Skyline Art Gallery is Private 

= Public a group exhibition featuring Bay Area artists 

Jet Martinez, Robert Ortbal, Johanna Poethig, William 

Wareham, John 

Wehrle, and 

Megan Wilson. 

 

The artists in 

Private = Public 

all are active in 

both public art 

projects and 

private studio 

practice. This 

exhibition looks 

at the 

connections- 

physical, stylistic 

and conceptual - 

between the two 

modes of 

working. 

 

Acrylic and Oil paint 'Copper 

Scheff' , Jet Martinez, Mixed 

Media on wood Panel 'Rabbit Ears', John Wehrle,  
Mixed Media 



 

The exhibition opens on Monday, February 7, and will be on view until  

March 18. A reception for the artists was held on Wednesday, February 9  

Gallery hours and more information on the exhibit can be found at the Skyline 

Art Gallery website:  
 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/ 

 
'Bungas', Documentation of Public Art Mural Project by Megan Wilson, in Yogyakarta Indonesia. 

 

Gallery Hours   

Monday, Tuesday: 1 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Wednesday: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

 Thursday:  2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  

Friday: 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

 
Upcoming gallery exhibits, more info/pictures at the gallery website: 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/ 

 

    

CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

NOMINATIONS DUE FEBRUARY 11 BY 12 NOON! 

– REMINDER 
 

California‟s Board of Governors created the Classified Employee of the Year 

Award honoring community college classified employees who demonstrate the 

highest level of commitment to professionalism and community colleges.  

Every college district is invited to submit a nominee.  Nominees must be 

classified employees with a minimum of 5 years of service as a permanent 

employee within the nominating Community College District (full-time or part-

time).  All nominees will be evaluated on their commitment to the mission of 

community colleges; professional ethics and standards; serving the institution 

through participation in professional and/or community activities; and serving 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery/


as a leader beyond the local institution. A $500 cash award and plaque will be 

presented to each statewide recipient at the May 9/10, 2011 meeting of the 

Board of Governors.  

 

Each district is allowed to submit one nomination. Consistent with last year, 

our district is soliciting the names of four proposed nominees, one each from 

the three colleges and the district office. At its February 23, 2011 meeting, our 

district Board of Trustees will select one of the four nominees to submit to the 

Board of Governors. All four of the nominees will be recognized at the District 

Board meeting.  

 

The award information is available online on the right side of the main page of 

the Chancellor‟s office website at 

http://www.cccco.edu/Home/tabid/189/Default.aspx . You will find the 

Guidelines and Instructions and the Nomination Form. Anyone can make a 

nomination. Simply submit the completed nomination form in electronic 

format to Linda Bertellotti at bertellottil@smccd.edu by Friday, 

February 11, 2011 at 12 p.m. On February 15
th

  the College Council will to 

screen the nominations and select a Skyline College nominee in time for the 

February 23, 2011 agenda packet for the SMCCCD Board of Trustees‟ 

meeting.  

 

Coming up… 

February 11, 2011  

 1

:00 p.m., Baseball vs. San Joaquin Delta @ Skyline 

 7

:00 p.m., Men‟s Basketball vs. Foothill @ Los Altos 

 7

:00 p.m., Women‟s Basketball vs. CSM @ Skyline 

 

February 12, 2011 

 1

:00 p.m., Baseball vs. San Joaquin Delta @ Skyline 

 

February 14, 2011 

 N

oon – 1:00 p.m., S. Kwaku Daddy – Drummer, Performer and Professor, Room 

6202 

 N

oon, Valentine‟s Day Queer Kiss-In on the Quad, sponsored by Skyline Gay-

Straight Alliance 

 4

:00 p.m., Science Lecture:  Catalyze Science! Bioinformatics as a Career 

Choice and Powerful Research Tool, Room 7106 

http://www.cccco.edu/Home/tabid/189/Default.aspx
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February 16, 2011 

 1

0:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m., Learn What You Are Capable Of! (Second in a Series 

of Lectures) With Guest Lecturer Pablo Gonzalez, Theater 

 1

:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m., Manu Ampim – Lecturer and Historian, Room 6206 

 4

:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA Workshop, Building 2, Room 2117B 

 7

:00 p.m., Men‟s Basketball vs. Chabot @ Skyline 

 7

:00 p.m., Women‟s Basketball vs. Foothill @ Los Altos 

 

Future Events – Mark Your Calendar!  
 

February 24, 2011 
 1

2:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., Movie:  Cadillac Records, Theatre 

 

March 5, 2011 

 9

:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., WOW! Voices Now – A Morning of Reading and 

Refreshments, Room 6202 

 

March 19, 2011 

 8

:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Expanding Your Horizons Conference, Skyline College 

For more information visit:  http://skylinecollege.edu/eyh/ 

 

March 24, 2011 

 9

:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Health Fair, Cafeteria – Building 6 

 

March 26, 2011 

 R

ock the School Bells Multicultural Hip-Hop Conference, Skyline College (time 

to be announced) 

 

March 31, 2011 

 7

:00 a.m., President‟s Breakfast, South San Francisco Conference Center 

 

http://skylinecollege.edu/eyh/


     

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline 

College, please view our calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/current/calendarsandevents/ne

ws_events.html 
 

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, 

please submit the information (event, date, time and location) to Christianne 

Marra in the Public Information Office via email at marrac@smccd.edu. 
  

  

Publisher’s Note:  Would you like to submit something to be included in 

Skyline Shines?  

Send a written narrative along with pictures highlighting the item being 

submitted.  Be sure to include the information describing who, what, when, 

where, and why for a complete article.  Items submitted will be considered for 

inclusion.  All items submitted may possibly be modified to satisfy publication 

needs.   

Please send submissions to skylineshines@smccd.edu . 

   

Do you have a suggestion?  
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the 

hyperlink in the box below, or via the same box on the front page of our 

website at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html  

 

 
 

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  
· The California Community College Chancellor‟s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

 

 

Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/.  

-----  
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 

President  

 

Skyline College  
3300 College Drive  
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San Bruno, CA 94066  

650-738-4111  

www.SkylineCollege.edu  

stroudr@smccd.edu 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------- 
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud 

President 

Skyline College 

3300 College Drive 

San Bruno, CA  94066 

(650) 738-4183 

 

stroudr@smccd.edu 

www.skylinecollege.edu            

For an appointment, please contact Linda Bertellotti  

at either (650)738-4183 or bertellottil@smccd.edu  
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