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Join the Sustainability Ambassador Network 
 

Be a leader for environmental change on campus!  Join the Sustainability Ambassador 

Network!  The first meeting will be held on Thursday, October 11
th

 from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

in Building 1, Room 1319.  The Sustainability Ambassador Network will unite faculty, students 

and staff to create a Sustainability Plan for Skyline College.  The objective of the SAN is to 

expand current campus initiatives and programs that promote environmental protection, 

greenhouse emissions reduction, reduced water and energy consumption, waste diversion, 

environmentally-themed curriculum and environmental justice.   

 

To RSVP or for more information, contact Anjana Richards at richardsa@smccd.edu or (650) 

738-7076. 

 

mailto:richardsa@smccd.edu


 

3 
 

 

Scholarship Application Swindles 
 

A number of Skyline College employees have been receiving numerous emails announcing 

scholarship opportunities that have been identified as scams.  This problem has been on the rise 

especially in the past few months as scholarship season is starting to gear up.  As a general rule, 

scholarships that require an “application fee” of any sort are most likely a scam; legitimate 

scholarships never require that students pay to apply.  The Financial Aid Office asks that if 

anyone is sent an email regarding a new scholarship, kindly forward the information to the 

scholarship coordinator, Crystal Shetaya, at shetayac@smccd.edu , so that she can then do a 

thorough review of the scholarship to ensure that it is legitimate. Also, please caution students if 

they are also receiving these emails or see postings and refer them to see the Financial Aid 

Office for further assistance. 

 

Please also review tips on identifying scholarship scams 

at:  http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/protecting.phtml. 

 

The Financial Aid Office has a list of legitimate scholarships that can be found at our website, 

http://skylinecollege.edu/financialaid/scholarships.php, as well as hard copies of the same in the 

office.  Also, the Skyline College Institutional Scholarship Application will open in late 

November.   

 

For additional information, the Financial Aid Office will be hosting scholarship workshops to 

further inform students on scholarship guidelines, and the dates and times for the workshops are 

listed below. 

 

Workshop Title: Day  Date  Time  Location  

Scholarships, Work-Study and 

SAP 

Tues  November 27, 

2012  

12:30-1:30 

p.m.  

2117-A  

Scholarships, Work-Study and 

SAP 

Tues  November 27, 

2012  

5:30-6:30 

p.m.  

2117-A  

 

Article by Regina Morrison and Crystal Shetaya. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:shetayac@smccd.edu
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/protecting.phtml
http://skylinecollege.edu/financialaid/scholarships.php
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CITD Secures Memorandum of Understanding   

with Grand Bassa Community College in Liberia 
 

 
The CITD secured a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Grand Bassa Community 

College in Buchanan, Liberia.  Liberia is one of many emerging markets in the world targeted by 

the CITD as an area with potential for partnerships.  Dr. Levi Zangai, President of Grand Bassa 

Community College has indicated interest and enthusiasm in leveraging Skyline College’s 

expertise in Solar Energy, Automotive (particularly women in Automotive), Early Childhood 

Education and Cosmetology.  The partnership, in its early stages of implementation, will include 

study abroad opportunities for Skyline College students, reciprocal training opportunities for 

faculty and an increased number of international students, all assisting the college in globalizing 

its campus and curriculum. 

 

The Liberian Embassy and Liberian Senate is aware of the partnership between Skyline College 

and the embassy called to thank Richard Soyombo and the CITD for their commitment to 

educating Liberians. 

 

Recent meetings were held with CITD, the Liberian Senate President, Senator Finley and 

executives at Chevron to discuss a partnership.  Chevron has made a verbal commitment to 

financially support the partnership to provide the instruction at Skyline College to train the 

Liberian workforce of the future. 

 

These accomplishments would not have been possible without the vision of Senator Finley, the 

Senate President of Liberia and Dr. Zangai, President of Grand Bassa Community College, the 

support of Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, President of Skyline College and the hard work of 

Richard Soyombo and the CITD staff. 

 

This partnership furthers Skyline College’s mission of empowering a global community of 

learners by leaps and bounds! 

 

Article by Cherie M. Napier. 
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Student Confidentiality- FERPA UPDATE 

 
Just recently there have been changes to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) which seeks to ensure and protect student privacy and confidentiality rights. Below is 

the link to the Model Notification of Rights under FERPA for Postsecondary Institutions released 

by the U.S. Department of Education (DOE). Additionally, Board Policy7.28 Student Records, 

Directory Information, and Privacy outlines our District policy on student privacy.  Please share 

with faculty and staff in your areas to ensure we all understand the rights of our students and our 

responsibility as a campus community! The DOE link and Board Policy 7.28 will also be 

available on the Office of Student Services website. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/doc/ps-officials.doc   Board Policy 7.28  

 
Article by Dr. Joi Blake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/doc/ps-officials.doc
https://sharepoint.smccd.edu/SiteDirectory/portal/Rules and Regulations/By Chapter/CHAPTER VII - Student Services/7_28.pdf
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Skyline College’s Transfer Center Hosts First  

Transfer Conference for Skyline College Students 
 

On Saturday, September 29th, 2012 the Skyline College’s Transfer Center hosted its’ first-ever 

Transfer Conference for Skyline College students. The event was planned in collaboration with 

staff from many of Skyline Colleges’ programs, Counseling and Transfer Center Staff. Over 80 

students attended the event- an outstanding turnout, especially for a first time event!  
 

As part of Skyline College’s goal to increase the transfer rate of students to 4 year universities, 

the conference was designed to give students an overview of what is needed in the transfer 

planning process by introducing them to 3 key components to transfer: knowing their career or 

major path, knowing what transfer resources they can access to reach their transfer goals and 

knowing how to pay for their 4 year education and beyond. In addition to workshops facilitated 

on these topics, the program included a student panel of four former Skyline College students 

who have either graduated and transferred or graduated, transferred and are working in their field 

of interest. There was also a panel of university representatives who were able to discuss the 

different public and private university systems.  

 

Students ask questions of SFSU Representative Doris Fendt and Menlo College’s Priscila 

deSouza after the university representative panel. 

 

During the lunch hour, the Conference offered a resource fair, which included 4-year University 

representatives, representatives from Skyline College student organizations, programs and 

services and a representative from an outside community resource organization. 
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Left: Students ask questions of university and student representatives during lunch time tabling. 

Right: Presenters, Transfer Center staff, Transfer Center Outreach Ambassadors and student volunteers. 

 

Feedback regarding the workshops, presenters and information provided was overwhelmingly positive. One 

student commented in the closing that he realized that the process to transfer wasn’t as hard as he thought 

and that he knew there were resources available to help him through the process. One student commented 

on the evaluation form, “…that Skyline College has so many programs and people who are passionate 

about helping students be successful at their future careers and pursuing higher education”. It was clear from 

the discussions held and the evaluation of the event and topics covered that this group of Skyline College 

transfer students left better prepared to realize their transfer goals.  

 

The event was concluded with a drawing hosted by Math Faculty and FYE Coordinator Vanson Nguyen, 

which consisted of several prizes, including a netbook, presented by Kevin Chak and donated by the 

Skyline College Bookstore. 

 

Many thanks to the student panelists: Keisha Ford, Allan Gargaritano, AJ Titong and Yamileth Verdin. 

Thank you to the Skyline College faculty and staff who made this event possible: Nohel Corral, Jacquie 

Escobar, Kristin Freeman, Kent Gomez, Goldie Lee, Jessica Lopez, Nate Nevado, Vanson Nguyen, 

Virginia Padron, Suzanne Poma, John Saenz, Ariel Smith, Jocelyn Vila, Lavinia Zanassi and the Transfer 

Center’s three outreach ambassadors, Victor Moran, James Rodriguez and Kikki Su who worked tirelessly 

conducting classroom announcements, soliciting donations and preparing for the event. Special thanks to 

the planning committee members, Skyline College’s learning communities, programs and faculty who 

offered extra credit and worked to publicize the event. 
 

Article by Suzanne Poma.   Photos by Jesse Burden. 
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Faculty and Community Career Collaborators   

Attend Career Services Action Orientation & Resume 

Workshops 

 
Melanie Espinueva, Amber Wolk, Mine Suer, Tim Dupre, Rita Gulli, Erick Larson, Frances 

Grisgood (EDD) and Mountain Taylor (Employer). What do all these faculty, staff and 

community partners have in common? They are making a difference in student’s life by 

connecting them with the Career Services Center. The first week of October alone, over 150 

students have utilized career services workshops, jobs line registration, resume writing, and job 

search workshops.  
 

One student in particular whose life has changed as a single mother, with years of experience 

who had been out of work and searching for employment options. Her efforts were in vain. That 

is until she walked into the Career Services Center and met with Alex Jones. Alex, the 

Employer/Internship Coordinator listened, acted and connected her with an awesome opportunity 

at Genentech. Nora Chavez is now happily employed as an Archive Support Specialist in the 

Pharma Development Department. “If I didn’t come in into the Career Services Center, I would 

have missed on this job opportunity” says Chavez. Needless to say, collaboration is the key to 

student success. We invite the Skyline College campus community to continue working with us 

in our new location in Building 1-1219B. You can contact us at (650) 738-4337 or email at: 

skycareers@smccd.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:skycareers@smccd.edu
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Pictured: Nora Chavez. 

 

 
Article by Virginia Padron. 
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SparkPoint and Opportunity Fund Partner to  

Promote Savings and Asset Building 

 
Angelita Hernandez of Opportunity Fund conducting an IDA Orientation   

at SparkPoint at Skyline College on September 20, 2012. 

 

Opportunity Fund, a not-for-profit social enterprise helping thousands of California families 

build financial stability, has partnered with SparkPoint at Skyline College to offer students and 

community members orientations to an Individual Development Account (IDA) savings 

program.  The IDA program is a 2:1 matched savings program which encourages eligible 

families to build their savings towards future asset goals such as furthering their education or 

operating small businesses.  Participants work with financial coaches at SparkPoint at Skyline 

College and Opportunity Fund to gain financial education, create a budget, and implement a 

savings plan for a two year period.  The maximum amount a participant may save is $2000 

which the IDA program matches twice over for a total of $6000 in savings.  This is a great 

program for students planning to transfer to a 4-year university within the next two years and for 

aspiring entrepreneurs.  

 

Thank you to Angelita Hernandez, Community Relationship Manager at Opportunity Fund, for 

conducting the workshops.  Also, thank you to Skyline College faculty, staff and student 

programs & services who have encouraged their students to attend the orientations.  

 

The next Opportunity Fund IDA orientation will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 11, 

2012, in the English Language Institute, Building 1, Room 1218.  Program eligibility 

requirements will be reviewed and applications will be available.  Orientations are open to all so 

please encourage students and community members to attend.  For further information, please 

contact SparkPoint at Skyline College at (650) 738-7035. 

 
Article by Melanie B. Espinueva.  Photo by Dr. William Watson. 
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The Disability Resource Center Kicks Off 

Disability Awareness Month 

 
The Disability Resource Center kicked off disABILITY! ACHIEVE!, a month long series of 

events for disability awareness month, with a low vision simulation in the quad. Students, 

faculty, and staff were encouraged to try on various goggles that replicated types of low vision. 

DRC also provided donuts and coffee along with information about techniques used by sighted 

guides. 

 

 
 

Article by Melissa Matthews.  Photos by John Saez & Chris Weidman 
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First Accreditation Open Forum is a Massive Success! 

 
The Accreditation Open Forum held on October 4, 2012 was a massive success.  Over 50 

Skyline College
 
students, faculty, staff and administration participated in a lively discussion. 

There was excellent feedback and sharing of ideas which will be incorporated into the 

accreditation self-evaluation. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in the dialogue.  We will definitely use 

your helpful input.  We look forward to the next Accreditation Open Forum and showing the 

Accreditation Committee how Skyline College really does Shine. 

 

Article by Donna Bestock and Christine Roumbanis.  Photo by Ira Lau. 
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ESOL 803 Class Learns About Careers and Job Searches 
 

Collaboration is the name of the game at Skyline College, and nowhere was that clearer than at 

the Career Center on October 2, 2012.  On this day, Miné Suer’s ESOL 803 class (Workplace 

English for Speakers of Other Languages) visited the career center to learn about career center 

workshops, one-on-one counseling services, job interview practice, employment searches, and 

the other wonderful services available for Skyline College students.    Amber Wolak, Program 

Services Coordinator of the English Language Institute, was on hand to support students as they 

registered for the Jobs Line and learned how to start their search for employment.  “Just knowing 

that there are places on this campus designed to help navigate the difficult world of finding good 

employment means the world to these students,” said Amber of the event. 

 
Because nonnative speakers often rely on friends and family for job searches, they can end up 

underemployed, shut out of higher-paid jobs that require English.  Language barriers and lack of 

confidence can keep nonnative speakers unemployed or stuck in dead-end jobs.  ESOL 803 is 

designed to prepare second-language speakers with the language and interaction skills they need 

to be competitive in the workplace.  In class, they work on the oral and written language used in 

the workplace, focusing on the nuances of employer/employee relations, clear communication, 

the complexities of difficult situations, and developing positive relationships with clients and co-

workers.  In addition, these students also get firsthand customer service experience through 

collaborative internships located at four places on Skyline College’s campus where they practice 

their language skills, build fluency, and overcome shyness in assisting people and solving 

problems.   

 

Many thanks to Virginia Padron and all of the counselors and staff in the career center for 

helping the ESOL 803 students achieve their goals.   

 

Leigh Anne Shaw and Amber Wolak contributed to this article.  Photo by Amber Wolak. 
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Fall 2012 Lecture Series – Save The Dates! 

  
The Fall 2012 Lecture Series presented by the Associated Students of Skyline College and 

sponsored by the President’s Innovation Fund brings to campus world renowned experts in 

politics, communications, global health and the arts. 
  
All lectures are free to attend and open to faculty, staff, students and the community.  Please 

encourage your students to attend and bring your classes.   
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Coming Up…   

 

Monday, October 8, 2012 

 12:30 p.m.- 2:00 p.m., Financial Aid Basics for Transfer Students, Building 2, 

Room 2116 

 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m., Financial Aid Basics for Transfer Students, Building 2, 

Room 2117-A 

Tuesday, October 9, 2012 

 3:00 p.m., Men’s Soccer against Los Positas College (DH), Livermore 

 4:00 p.m., Women’s Soccer against Evergreen Valley, San Jose 

Wednesday, October 10, 2012 

 12:30 p.m.- 1:30 p.m., LASO Latin American Student Organization Meeting, 

Building 4, Room 4240A 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., FAFSA & Fee Waiver Workshop, Building 2, Room 

2117B 

 4:00 p.m., Wrestling against Fresno/Sac State, Skyline College 

 6:30 p.m., Volleyball against West Valley, Saratoga 

Thursday, October 11, 2012 

 12:30 p.m.- 2:00 p.m., Beyond the FAFSA – What Transfer Students Should 

Know, Building 2, Room 2117-A 

 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., FAFSA & Fee Waiver Workshop, Building 2, Room 

2117B 

 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m., Beyond the FAFSA – What Transfer Students Should 

Know, Building 2, Room 2117-A 

Friday, October 12, 2012 

 2:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m., Women’s Soccer against Monterey Peninsula, Skyline 

College 

 

For the latest information on events and activities happening at Skyline College, please view our 

calendar at the following link: 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/events/index.php 

  

If you would like to include your college event or activity on the calendar, please submit the 

event, date, time and location to Cherie M. Napier via email at napierc@smccd.edu. 

 

 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/events/index.php
mailto:napierc@smccd.edu
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Guidelines for Skyline Shines Submissions 

Many of you submit material to be included in Skyline Shines.  Thanks so much for 

taking to time to help me keep the college informed.  Here are a few guidelines that 

will facilitate the publication of Skyline Shines each week:   

Send submission to skylineshines@smccd.edu  

 Submit your article by 3:00 p.m. on Thursdays; articles received after this time will 

appear in the following week’s issue  

 Place your submission in a Word document with your pictures pasted in the document.   

 Use medium sized pictures that are equal to 1Ž4 or 1Ž2 of a page.  

 Use Times New Roman 12pt. font that is justified to the left for the body of the article.   

 Don’t forget to add a headline/title using 18 pt. bold font that is justified to the center  

 Use the following commonly accepted abbreviations:  a.m. or p.m. (i.e.  “The event will be 

held from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.” “The workshop is scheduled to run from 9:30 a.m. – Noon.”  

 Spell out numbers of one or two words.  Use figures for numbers that require more than two 

words to spell out. (i.e., “Almost eight years ago I began taking ceramics courses.” And “I 

counted 176 records on the shelf.”).  

 If a sentence begins with a number, spell out the number or rewrite the sentence.  

 Use the month, day, a comma and the year to indicate the date (i.e., “March 4, 2011” not 

“March 4th, 2011 or March 2nd, 2011”).  

 Add the word College when you refer to the name Skyline (i.e.,  Skyline College instead of 

Skyline).    

Do you have a suggestion?  

One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box 

below, or via the same box on the front page of our website at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/generalinformation/esuggestionboxes.php 

 

 
For state level information on community colleges, see these websites:  

· The California Community College Chancellor’s Office in Sacramento: 

http://www.cccco.edu/  

· The Community College League of California: http://www.ccleague.org/  

· The Research and Planning Group: http://www.rpgroup.org/  

 Skyline Shines is archived at 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/presidentsoffice/skylineshines.php  

mailto:skylineshines@smccd.edu
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/generalinformation/esuggestionboxes.php
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.ccleague.org/
http://www.rpgroup.org/
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/presidentsoffice/skylineshines.php

