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Respiratory Care Bachelor’s Degree Faculty
Ijaz Ahmed, MBBS, CRT, RRT

I graduated from Allama Igbal Medical College in Pakistan in 1993, receiving an MBBS. followed by an
internship and residency at Service Hospital in Lahore, Pakistan. I am certified by the Educational
Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates through the examination method. I also received a MS
degree from the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston and received an AS from Tallahassee
Community College in Florida in Respiratory Care with honors. Previously, I was employed at the
Kansas University Medical Center and the University of Texas Medical Branch as a professor in their
Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care program and in Gastroenterology. [ hold CRT (Certified
Respirator Therapist) and RRT (Registered Respiratory Therapist) credentials issued by the National
Board of Respiratory Care. Previously, | was employed at the Kansas University Medical Center and the
University of Texas Medical Branch as a professor in their Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care
program and in Gastroenterology.

I have published my experimental endoscopic work in several peer-reviewed publications — including
Respiratory Care, Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, Endoscopv, and The Journal of Ultrasound Medicine —
and presented my research at national and international conferences. I have also contributed to the
Digital Atlas of Video Education Project for the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, a
collection of gastrointestinal endoscopy teaching videos along with medical lectures and presentations
that is a valuable asset to physicians. | am also an active member of the California Society of
Respiratory Care and the American Association of Respiratory Care.

Under my supervision, this program continues to grow and make a difference in the Respiratory Care
profession. My experience at Skyline College has allowed me to become an effective educator in a
diverse sctting. We serve a very diverse community from various academic. sociocconomic. and ethnic
backgrounds, and [ strongly believe that our students arc our future.

Kate Benscoter

Kate Benscoter is the Program Director for Napa Valley College’s Respiratory Care Program. Earlier in
her career, she worked at Beth Isracl Hospital in Boston and Children’s Hospital in Oakland. Kate loves
working in education, watching her students grow into health care professionals. She is thrilled that
Skyline College is offering the respiratory care baccalaureate degree and is excited to be a part of it. In
her spare time. she loves to bicycle, travel, and spend time with family and friends.

Ray Hernandez, MPH, RRT-NPS

In 1986. 1 started my professional career focusing energy and passion in the health carc arena. As a
licensed Respiratory Care Practitioner. my efforts have centered on those with issues related to lung
health; specifically with populations prenatal to 18 years of age. As | mastered providing care to patients
in the clinical setting, my passion expanded to providing education in the clinical arena to health care
colleagues and Respiratory Care students. These wonderful experiences subsequently led me to the



academic setting. In 1997, [ became a faculty member of the Respiratory Care Program and in 2011
became Dean for Science, Math. and Technology at Skyline. Over the years, | have been able to bring
academic and community resources together and provide effective leadership to educate diverse student
populations. 1 also continue to serve on the board for the California Society for Respiratory Care as chair
for the Professional Advancement Committee.

Lisa Bazile Hills, MS, RRT, RCP

Lisa Bazile Hills has twenty-eight year’s experience as a Respiratory Care Professional with progressive
management experience in multifaceted healthcare systems and academic settings.

A California native, she earned a B.S. degree in Human Development for the University of California,
Davis. She later received an A.S. degree in Respiratory Therapy from Loma Linda University. While
employed as a Respiratory Therapist, at Stanford University Hospital, she earned her M.S. degree in
Health Services Administration from St. Mary's College, Moraga. In the last twelve years, she has
served as the Manager of Respiratory Care Services for Kaiser Permanente Hayward, Fremont, and San
Leandro. She is a member of both the American Association of Respiratory Care and the California
Society of Respiratory Care.

Lisa is currently consulting with the Respiratory Care department at the Contra Costa Regional Medical
Center. My work experience has enabled me to develop a wide range of skills and abilities in Leadership
and Management. My many achievements include successful implantation of training models for new
hospital systems and processes, sustainable staff competency and educational requirements, and
developed effective models for meeting organizational goals. | have developed proficiency in both
financial and personnel/staff management. In a broader scope, I have experience and knowledge in the
successful behaviors needed for strong dynamic leadership. I have an immense understanding of the role
of the Respiratory Care Practitioner in the HealthCare industry and the skills needed to be a successtul
Respiratory Care Practitioner.

Tanya Ho, MHA, RRT

I am a registered respiratory therapist with I3 years of experience working in various settings such as
acute inpatient, diagnostic outpatient, management, and academic settings. I have worked with all age
groups internationally in interdisciplinary team settings. I started my career working in British
Columbia, Canada. 1 developed a taste for travel and went on to become a traveler in Arizona, Hawaii,
and Washington. This experience gave me a broad perspective on the healthcare system in different
countries allowing me to appreciate the pros and cons of each system. After years of working at the
bedside, T went to a management position at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula (CHOMP)
in Monterey, California. | gained valuable experience leading teams, projects, and many other aspects of
running a department. From there I went on to become an educator. I am currently the program director
at Hartnell College, a public community college, in Salinas, CA. I started the program from scratch and
implemented the program in Fall, 2013. My experience as an instructor at Hartnell has allowed me to
become an effective educator in a very diverse setting. Our college serves a community from various
academic, socioeconomic, and ethnic backgrounds. I have worked with students from all ages and walks
of life. I feel these individuals enrich our program and allow us to improve the quality of care for the
communities we serve.



I firmly believe in supporting professional organizations dedicated to advancing the respiratory care
profession. I am involved in our region chapter of the California Society for Respiratory Care (CSRC),
the greater bay area region (GBAR). My involvement with the GBAR allowed me to establish
relationships with the faculty and dean from Skyline College as well as faculty from other community
colleges of the greater bay area offering respiratory care programs. This led to my involvement as a team
member on course development and instructor at Skyline College for the bachelor program. I'm thrilled
to be on the Skyline team and hope that I can help my students not only achieve their goals, but have fun
along the way!

Brielle Plump

Brielle was born in Oakland. and has lived in California for most of her life. At the University of
California, Davis she studied Communication, examining how media and technology influence behavior
and perception. After interning for the National Arthritis Foundation in Washington, D.C., and
researching Health Reform messaging, Brielle knew that she wanted to support behavioral health
education through the lens of communication. She moved to Southern California to work in Medical
Education marketing for Kaplan Test Prep while pursuing an MA in Communication at San Diego State
University. The bulk of Brielle's research considered communication within health teams and integrative
medicine contexts, however she is also interested organizational, intercultural and interpersonal
communication topics. Since returning to the Bay Area Brielle has worked for several non-profit
organizations aimed at skills based learning, including her current role with Girls Leadership. She also
teaches yoga and is a wellness coach. For more information on her background or a list of publications
visit Bricllejamieplump.com.

Kimberly Trotter, MA, RPSGT

Kimberly began her sleep career while completing her Master’s Degree in Psychology with an emphasis
in behavioral sleep research. She started as a clinical sleep technologist, conducting sleep disorders
testing in a sleep disorders center, and has been in the field of sleep for 29 years.

Over the years, she has published and presented sleep research, created and taught insomnia classes,
coordinated support groups for sleep apnea sufferers, presented educational talks on sleep and health to
the public, written numerous articles on sleep: for the public and the profession, taught sleep disorders
medicine to future technologists and physicians, and accredited two sleep disorders centers. She served
on the AAST Board of Directors from 1996-1998, was the 1999 recipient of the Carskadon Research
Award, and the 2006 recipient of the Allen DeVilbiss Literary Award.

She is currently the Administrative Director of the University of California San Francisco Adult and
Pediatric Sleep Disorders Center, AAST Ethics Committee member, Founding member of the California
Sleep Society. and has a very active support group for sleep apnea sufferers.
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Respiratory Care Bachelor’s Degree Support Staff

Krystal Craddock, RRT-NPS, CCM

I started my career in respiratory therapy in 2007, and had enjoyed working with adult and pediatric
patients in critical care and trauma for the first five years as an RT. 1 became a full time COPD Casc
Manager in 2012 and rececived my Certification in Case Management (CCM) in 2014. 1 have had the
pleasure of presenting RT Case Management at respiratory state conferences across the country, as well
as the COPD Foundation’s annual conference, College of CHEST Physicians, ATS conference, and
AARC congresses where I achieved the Charles W. Serby COPD Research Fellowship Award in 2013. 1
am currently on the RT Magazine advisory board for my expertise in COPD care and continue to work
full time as a COPD Case Manager at the University of California, Davis Medical Center. 1 am grateful
and acknowledge that all my successes are duc to my patients; not only am [ able to provide them with
education leading to their empowerment, but I am able to learn a great deal from them every day.
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