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Skyline College 
Health, Safety, and Emergency Preparedness Committee 

Minutes for 
Thursday, September 01, 2022 

12:45 – 2:05 pm 
 

I. Call to Order      Joe Morello 
• Attaining a quorum, meeting called to order by committee chair. Voting members in 

attendance included: Jessica Silver Sharp, Lori Slicton, Masao Suzuki, Judith Martinez, 
Dino Nomicos, Robert Lopez, Jason DeCastro, Jarrod Feiner, Lori Lisowski, Sherrie 
Prasad, Jim Vangele, Mousa Ghanma, Hong Guo, Elizabeth Tablan, Joe Morello, Kevin 
Chak, John Doctor, Ingrid Jimenez, and Tina Watts. Non-voting members present 
included: Ben’Zara Minkin, Ray Hernandez, Brian Tupper, Paul Cassidy.  

• The committee chairperson reviewed the Gathering Space Norms adopted by the 
College Governance Council.   
 

II. Confirmation of Committee Membership Joe Morello 
• The Committee Chairperson reviewed each role and elicited a response for each 

committee member.  
 

III. Consent Agenda     Joe Morello 
• Meeting minutes for May 5, 2022: motion approved.  

 
IV. Committee Orientation / Updates:      

a. Review Committee Bylaws 
b. Health Center     Donna Elliot  

• Donna Elliot reports that the Health Center is open and the nurses are available 
9:00am – 6:00pm Mondays through Thursdays and 9:00AM – 12:00pm on Fridays, and 
they are available via in-person and virtual appointments. Students can access TB 
testing, some immunizations and health screenings, free flu shots for students and 
staff, and personal counseling is also available Mondays through Thursdays 8:30AM to 
4:30pm and 8:30 AM to 11:30am on Fridays. The Health Center is located in Building 19 
and masks are required (because it is a medical services facility). This information is 
detailed on the website.   
 

c. Facilities      John Doctor  
• Building 1 update: the restrooms are open on the first and third floors. The second floor 

restrooms and a new elevator will be completed during winter break. Other 
instructional rooms are nearing completion. Regarding Building 2, the DSA has approved 
the plan and the project is scheduled to be publicized for bidding at the end of 
September; construction could begin in summer 2023.  Move in for College Ridge 
housing is also scheduled for the end of September. Improvements to parking lot 
signage has begun but will some months to complete replacement. 
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d. Public Safety     Jim Vangele  

• The Captain of Public Safety reviewed the central functions of Public Safety team on 
campus. He also reviewed the updated usage of parking permits for staff. Regardless of 
free student parking, citations and fines continue to be issued for misuse of zoned areas 
or other parking infractions.  

• In response to several question, he described how best to display the parking placards 
for staff. He confirmed that campus safety escort service is also available, but make an 
effort to give Public Safety Office adequate lead time. One committee member cited the 
lack of good, reliable cell phone coverage as a potential safety concern. The committee 
chairperson fully agreed and referenced that it was on the agenda for today as well as a 
continuing priority for improvement 
 

e. Emergency Preparedness   Ben’Zara Minkin 
• The Emergency Preparedness Manager discussed professional development. First Aid / 

CPR-AED training will be taught at all the campuses on Oct 12 (flex-day). Building 
trainings are also scheduled on each campus and an attendee can utilized the training at 
any site.  

• The emergency action plan has also been completed. Written instructions will be 
available for a variety of medical and other emergencies. The older obsolete emergency 
response signage will be replaced by QR codes that link to a website. The great shakeout 
is scheduled for Oct 20th at 10:20AM. This will cover both evacuation practice as well as 
earthquake safety training.   
 

f. COVID 19 Update    Ray Hernandez  
• The SMCCCD COVID-19 Safety Officer discussed that COVID-19 community transmissions rates 

as monitored and reported by the CDC and County, have been declining in San Mateo County as 
have incidences of severe disease. Links are available to data and guidance with respect to 
masking and other risk management precautions. With the status of the disease having moved 
from pandemic to endemic, guidance has shifted from mandates to recommendations for 
individuals. Furthermore, CDC and CDPH are no longer requiring investigations, and tracing is 
discontinued. AFT representative Lori Slicton commented that endemic still implies continued 
risk and danger to individuals and the public.    

• Ray Hernandez highlighted how to proceed when a person tests positive. However, while tracing 
and investigations have been discontinued, the District COVID Safety Office continues to report 
and monitor for clusters. In response to a question from a committee member, Ray Hernandez 
also clarified that when the County is in the orange or yellow transmission risk level, masking is 
required; when the County transmission level is ‘green’, masking is recommended; he further 
noted that this guidance is more restrictive than general CDC guidance.   

• Ray Hernandez reported that third party testing will no longer be available at each site but that 
a County-administered testing site at CSM will continue. Nor is the wide availability of PCR 
testing expected to return, even with a winter surge or new variant. Clinics in the community 
will continue, and the District will also continue to have testing kits available via Public Safety 
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Office. Primary vaccination is still required to access the campus or an individual may proceed 
with weekly testing.   

 
V. Action Items:       Joe Morello 

a. Selection of Committee Chairperson  
• Recommended that anyone who would like to serve as committee chairperson to email 

Paul Cassidy, the committee resource, directly to express interest.   
 

b. Approval of Committee Calendar 
• Reviewed and confirmed the committee meeting dates and times, including possible 

conflicts and the wish to coordinate with and accommodate other constituent meeting 
cycles on the campus.   

 
VI. Constituent Group Updates:     Constituent Group Representatives 

a. AFT – Monkeypox  
• AFT Representative Jessica Silver-Sharp noted that as part of the committee charge to 

raise health awareness, Dr. Walter Chang, physician for Skyline College, will give a 
general presentation for students and employees pertaining to the possible spread of 
the contagious disease referred to in the press as monkeypox.  

 
b. Round Table    

• AFT Representative Lori Slicton received a communication from a faculty member 
regarding a hydration station in B1, 3rd floor that was reported to be in a bathroom. 
She asked Facilities if the hydration station will or could be relocated to a hallway.  

• Jessica Silver Sharp asked if Facilities could describe the process for obtaining a 
hydration station in a location that may need or benefit from one. She also asked 
about the process for gaining Academic Senate approval of new faculty recently added 
to the committee, and who the liaison would be to College Governance Council (CGC).  

• Facilities Manager John Doctor responded that once the floor or working unit decided 
where a hydration station could be located to contact VPA for approval and funding. 

• Committee Chairperson Joe Morello responded that it was his understanding that this 
HSEPC was not a ten-plus-one committee and did not obtain approval from Academic 
Senate but he would check with Academic Senate President to learn if there was an 
expectation to do so and he was happy to comply. He also responded as a member of 
College Governance Council he was able to provide monthly updates to that 
committee.     

• One committee member asked with a lack of blue boxes and a lack of reliable cell 
service, how campus users should contact emergency services when help is needed.  

• It was noted that there are blue boxes on Building 4 and Building 3, however, in most 
cases, if no cell signal was available, one typical course of action would be to enter a 
building and access a landline inside the building.  

• The Chief of Public Safety noted that a Verizon signal is generally available in most of 
the campus and he personally uses it regularly throughout the day, usually without any 
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loss of signal. Making use of wi-fi calling is another alternative as the wi-fi signal around 
campus is much stronger than cell signal.    

 
VII. Updates        Committee Chairperson 

a. SMCCCD Smoking Policy; Parking; Great Shakeout on 10/20; First Aid, CPR and 
AED on 10/12; Building Captain Program; District Safety Committee Update; Fall 
Lockdown Barricade Drill 
• SMCCCD Smoking Policy – the campuses are now smoke-free that prohibits both 

tobacco and vaping everywhere including parking lots. There are no longer designated 
smoking areas on campus. The emphasis is on educating people to the dangers posed 
by second hand smoke.  It was passed by the Board of Trustees last year and came into 
effect with the Fall term.  

• In response to requests from this committee, the District Safety Committee has agreed 
to record their meetings and make them available upon request. Furthermore, the 
District Safety Committee will revisit and review its function and membership 
composition this year which may result in further deliberation. 

• Fall lockdown barricade drill will take place, however the date and time are not 
publically announced.    

• One member noted that wi-fi has been improved in the parking lots. The committee 
chairperson offered that a representative from ITS can and should make a presentation 
to this committee to discuss the current connectivity situation and future plans for 
improvement.  
 

VIII. Future Agenda Items     Committee Chairperson 
• Cellular Reception on Campus 

 
IX. Adjournment      Committee Chairperson 

• Meeting adjourned.   

 


