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Directed Learning Activity: Annotation and Talking to the Text 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: All the activities (5) in this DLA must be completed in their entirety 
before meeting with a Tutor and receiving credit. Where indicated, complete your work 
on this sheet. 
 

Objective: Through step-by-step practice, and other activities, this exercise will teach 
students how to annotate while they read so they can understand and retain written 
material and actively engage with texts.  
 

Step 1: What is annotation? 
Step 2: Why annotate? 
Step 3: How to annotate 
Step 4: Talking to the Text Video 
Step 5: Practice Talking to the Text with a tutor 

 

Step 1: What is Annotation? 

 

Annotating is an organized method to take notes as you read and involves marking up a 
text as you read it.  It usually involves adding your own thoughts, questions and 
observations in the margins, circling unknown terms and vocabulary, underlining or 
highlighting main points and good quotes, and coding (briefly summing up passages in 
a few key words). 
 
 

Step 2: Why annotate? 

 
● It turns you into an active reader engaging closely with the text. 

● Being an active reader improves comprehension and retention of what you read. 

● You can use your notes to select material to include in a more formal paper. 

● It can help you better understand complex texts through breaking them down. 

● You can circle unknown terms and then look them all up after you are finished reading 

(looking them up as you read will disrupt your understanding and enjoyment of the text) 

● You can navigate a well-marked text quickly to find quotes and evidence for papers and 

open book exams. 

● You can refresh your memory of the text easily by re-reading your notes and what you 

have highlighted without having to re-read the entire text. 
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Step 3: How to annotate 

There are different methods for marking a text. Often you will use a variety of the following 
methods AS YOU READ: 

 
(1) In the left margin, write your own QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS, adding your own 
reactions, observations and queries as you read. 
 
(2) Throughout the text, UNDERLINE OR HIGHLIGHT the main points and good quotes. 
 
(3) Throughout the text, CIRCLE unknown vocabulary and after you read, look up the words and 
write in the definitions. 
 
(4) In the right margin, CODE, meaning write a one-to-three word description that captures the 
essence of large chunks of text.  This will create an easy to read summary in the right margin. 
 
(5) After reading the entire text, go back and see if you can locate and LABEL THE THESIS. If it 
is not directly stated, write out the thesis in your own words. 
 

Step 4:  Talking to the Text Video 

 

Go to: www.youtube.com 
Search for the video titled “Talking to the Text” by West LA Digital OR enter the 
web address below into an internet browser to go directly to the video 

 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=owzB6IdY1CM  

 
 
 

Step 5: Practice Talking to the Text 

 
Read the text below carefully.  As you read, annotate out-loud with a tutor. 
 

“The Meaning of Work” by Rodrigo Joseph Rodriguez 

Had you been born during my day, you would have known the meaning of work, 

my father says in Spanish. He looks at my hands and arms. “Had you not gone to 

college,” Papi says, “you would be working.” Perhaps I would have never boxed my 

books and said goodbye in the pursuit of academic success. Moreover, I would not 

http://www.youtube.com/
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spend so much time in libraries, universities, and museums. Instead, I would think of 

more familiar life: marriage, family, a steady salary.  

 To Papi, after all, this was the dream that founded the United States, a country 

with immeasurable opportunity - the opportunities he rarely had, since he worked and 

lived in the shadows, speaking Spanish and following the cotton circuit. For Papi, doing 

work means doing physical labor, not sitting before a computer screen or curled up on 

the foldout La-Z-Boy with a book. It means using arm and muscle, putting your hands to 

everyday use.  

 Late in the evening, after we finished our homework and had our dinner, Papi 

would arrive from the refinery with dusty hair and an aching body. His lunchbox often 

held a treat for the first child who’d greet him as he entered the house. Work, work, 

work. He did not want his children to lead such a life. “If you study hard, you won’t have 

to work like me,” he’d warn us in Spanish. “Use this,” he’d say, pointing to his head.  
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Step 6: Review with a Tutor 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Steps (1-5) in this DLA must be completed before meeting 
with a tutor.  
 

 

Confirmation that the DLA for Annotation and Talking to the Text is complete:   

Student Name (print):__________________________              

Student G #: _________________________________                              

Student Signature: ___________________________             Date: ________ 

TLC Staff/Tutor Signature:______________________     Date: ________ 
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