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SKYLINE SHINES 
 
10th President’s Breakfast draws a celebratory crowd 
Skyline had the biggest crowd ever at the March 18 annual President’s Breakfast to raise funds for the 
President’s Innovation Fund.  The college celebrated its 40th anniversary and the 10th anniversary of the 
President’s Council and the Breakfast.  The preliminary count of the contributions attendees made 
indicates that this year outstripped last year, a fact which is especially impressive in these tough 
economic times.  Thanks to the following people for their outstanding efforts to make this complex event 
such a success: 
 

 The President’s Council which held the event, Breakfast Co-Chairs Laura Baughman and Joe 
Tolod, and Council Chair Cherie Napier who made the request for contributions. 

 Sandy Irber, whose ten years of leadership for development and her excellent work with the 
President’s Council were recognized at the event by current and former chairs of the Council, 
including Bonnie Wells, Helen Fisicaro, Greg Cochran, Susan Brissenden Smith and Cherie 
Napier. 

 Student speaker LaChanee Ricard and faculty speaker Nate Nevado, both of whom 
communicated so eloquently the importance of the innovation fund projects to students. 

 Liza Erpelo and the Kababayan Dance Troupe, which performed just before the Breakfast and 
drew the crowd irresistibly into the event room for the program, and then helped distribute 
coming event materials to the crowd. 

 Bryan Kingston for the best video ever—a retrospective of the 10 years of the Innovation Fund.  
It will be shown again at Skyline’s Opening Day in August, as usual. 

 The many staff and students who assisted both before and during the event, without whom the 
whole thing would have been impossible:   

 Staff members Rakefet Avramovitz, Linda Bertellotti, Roxanne Brewer, Caroline Ocampo, 
and Theresa Tentes. 

 Students Christine Aquino, Marijoy Angeles, Vincent Angot, Montine Blue, Nicole Cruz, 
Stephen Dea, Cory Edwards, Richard Fernandez, Xenia Giolli, Jonathan Gulingan, Lucas 
Hagberg, Garrett Hom, Jonah Lu, Stella Manubag, Dennis O’Connor, Jemelee Peralta, 
Evan Reyes, Diana Servantes, Madeleine Stark, Dennis Tupper, Ryan Quirk, Gretchen 
Vallero, and Francis Vinas-Reyes. 

 
Finally, thanks especially to the many donors from the community, the district and from Skyline faculty, 
staff and students.  For those who were unable to attend but would like to make a monthly pledge, it can 
be made via a monthly payroll deduction. Here is the link to the donation website and the payroll 
deduction form:  http://sharepoint.smccd.edu/SiteDirectory/portal/Payroll/Employee%20Forms%20-
%20General/Payroll%20Deduction%20Form%20Skyline.pdf.              

Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 

March 24, 2010 

http://sharepoint.smccd.edu/SiteDirectory/portal/Payroll/Employee%20Forms%20-%20General/Payroll%20Deduction%20Form%20Skyline.pdf
http://sharepoint.smccd.edu/SiteDirectory/portal/Payroll/Employee%20Forms%20-%20General/Payroll%20Deduction%20Form%20Skyline.pdf
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Haiti Now Task Force benefit concert is a huge success 
On March 13 about 150 people enjoyed a wonderful benefit concert for Haiti earthquake relief.  The 
effort involved faculty, staff, students and administrators, and three local groups of artists donated their 
performances:  For the Love of Art, First Born and Tone 7.  The concert raised approximately $3,500, 
which will be donated to the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund.  There was a drawing for an iPod, which was 
won by adjunct faculty member, Michael Ryan.  Skyline thanks not only those three groups, but also the 
members of the Haiti Now Task Force:  Co-chairs Rakefet Avramovitz and John Saenz, Donna Bestock, 
Kristina Brower, Amory Cariadus, Alan Ceccarelli, Pat Deamer, Christelle Etienne, Kathy Fitzpatrick, 
Tony Jackson, Adolfo Leiva, Michael Moynihan, Omar Cubillos and Lori Slicton.  Thanks also to the 
Bookstore for donating the iPod, Pacific Dining for their generous financial donation, the Theater Club 
which worked the event, the ASSC for sponsoring the event and the volunteers from the Honors Society 
and the Cheerleaders.  Photos copyrighted by Tadashi Tsuchida. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
WOW! Women on Writing conference succeeds in new format 
This year the WOW! Women on Writing conference was offered in a half day format on March 6 and 
called WOW! Voices Now.  The two presenters, authors Dorothy Bryant and Genny Lim, were very well 
received by the audience. Thanks to Kathleen McClung, the event coordinator; Marijane Datson for 
many hours of skillful and thoughtful advance planning; Katharine Harer for moderating the Open 
Readings; and Kathleen Feinblum for her assistance at the event.  

 
Skyline College selected as a winner of a 2010 Innovators Award of Excellence 
Skyline College has been notified of its selection as a winner of a 2010 SAMCEDA Innovators Award of 
Excellence. The college has won an award for Innovation in Public and Non-Profit Services.  The award 
will be made on April 30. 
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Skyline student one of 20 nationally to be named a PTK Guistwhite Scholar 
Skyline student Ashley Good has just been named one of only 20 students nationally as the winner of a 
prestigious Phi Theta Kappa Guistwhite Scholar award. Phi Theta Kappa will 
recognize the 2010 Guistwhite Scholars at this year's Annual Convention in 
Orlando, Florida, in April.  The PTK press release describes the award: 

“Guistwhite Scholars are chosen based on academic achievement, 
participation in Phi Theta Kappa programs and service to their 
colleges and communities. The 20 recipients for 2010 were selected 
by a panel of independent judges from more than 791 applicants. 
Each Guistwhite Scholar is awarded a $5,000 scholarship for 
baccalaureate studies. The Guistwhite Scholar Program is named in 
honor of Dr. Jack Guistwhite and his wife Margaret Guistwhite. Dr. 
Guistwhite established the first designated transfer scholarship for 
Phi Theta Kappa members at Florida Atlantic University in 1975, and 
the first Guistwhite Scholars were recognized in 1992.” 

 
Grove Foundation awards grant to Skyline for CTE student scholarships 
Skyline College was recently awarded a grant in the amount of $100,000 to implement a Grove Scholars 
Program focusing on Career Technical Education students.  By providing “high-profile” scholarships, the 
Grove Foundation seeks to not only increase the regard for career technical education but to promote 
access for students who typically face disproportionate barriers to further education.  The program will 
provide a network of support made up of coordinated integrated student services and instruction that 
serves the Grove Scholars through the SparkPoint Center.  The SparkPoint Center will collaborate with 
the Financial Aid Office to distribute the scholarship, provide financial literacy, financial coaching, 
facilitate Individual Development Accounts, and establish an expectations contract for participants in the 
program.  Board action for receipt of the award is scheduled for March 24, 2010.  Skyline thanks Dr. Lori 
Adrian, Dr. Maria Escobar, William Watson, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud and Linda Collins of the Career 
Ladders Project, for the successful program and proposal development.   

 
Budget Day of Action rally draws a crowd to Skyline’s main quad 
The national Day of Action to Defend Education on March 4 was marked at Skyline by strong student 
advocacy.  At 10 a.m., students rallied in the quad and then a group of more than 100 people marched 
through classroom buildings encouraging students to walk out in support of the Day of Action.  They 
hoped to increase students’ and the public’s awareness of the budget crisis and lead students to the 
rally in the quad.  The Associated Students of Skyline College and a group of students called Students 
Against the Cuts joined to hold a rally in the main quad from 11 am-noon which brought out hundreds of 
people. There were speeches by students and faculty, an open microphone opportunity for members of 
the crowd to speak, a performance by the Skyline Cheer and Dance Squad, and encouragement to 
attend a rally in San Francisco in the afternoon, and the March in March to Sacramento on March 22. 
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Lucas Hagberg selected as CCCAA Athlete of the Month 
Lucas Hagberg, a sophomore outfielder at Skyline, was selected as 
Athlete of the Month for February by the California Community College 
Athletic Association (CCCAA) on March 16. The returning Second 
Team All-Pacific Division selection accumulated 18 RBI and 18 runs 
scored over just 11 games. He finished the month batting .471 with a 
.902 slugging percentage with seven doubles, three triples, and three 
homeruns. Currently Hagberg, a Mills High School product, bats in the 
leadoff position for the Trojans with a .463 on-base percentage. His 
best game of the month was a five-for-six batting performance with 
five runs scored on February 20th in a 13-2 win over Shasta College. 
Lucas is the second Skyline athlete selected by the CCCAA for this 
honor. Jose Ruiz was the first recipient for the sport of soccer in September 2006.   

 
Beta Theta Omicron is the Nevada/California Distinguished Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 
The Nevada-California Region of Phi Theta Kappa Convention was held March 5-6 in Sacramento. The 
purpose of the convention is to celebrate 2009 accomplishments and kick-off the new honors study 
topic, The Democratization of Information.  Beta Theta Omicron, Skyline’s chapter, worked on several 
projects in 2009 under the leadership of Melba Madrigal, chapter president. Melba and the other officers 
described their processes of development, implementation, and evaluation in a series of hallmark 
essays submitted to Phi Theta Kappa headquarters in February.  Skyline’s chapter earned 5-star status, 
the highest level awarded by Phi Theta Kappa. Beta Theta Omicron has earned 5-stars annually since it 
was chartered in 1999.  2010 individual awards were won by the following Skyline students for their 
accomplishments during the previous year: 

 Derrick Hau: Distinguished Chapter Officer 

 Catherine Limcaco: Distinguished Chapter 
Member 

 Christine Eco: Art Award, 2nd place 

 Ashley Good: Literary Award, non-fiction 

 Isaiah Lan: Regional Scholar, 2nd plate 

 Christine Case: Distinguished Advisor 
The chapter won the Service Hallmark for projects that 
included raising money to rebuild Edgewood Community 
Center (San Bruno), buy a biofuel plant for Bridge2Peace 
Montessori School (Sri Lanka), and sponsor two children 
(in Guatemala and Zimbabwe). The chapter yearbook, 
which was designed and assembled under the leadership of Christine Eco won the Yearbook Award.  
Nevada/California is the largest region in Phi Theta Kappa. There are 94 Phi Theta Kappa chapters in 
the region: including all six Nevada community colleges and 88 California community colleges. Beta 
Theta Omicron won the 2010 Nevada/California Distinguished Chapter Award.  Shown above are 
advisor Christine Case and students Christine Eco and Melba Madrigal, in a photo taken by a willing 
passerby. 

 
Skyline Student wins at Microbiology Meeting 
Biology major Derrick Hau presented his original scientific research at 
the Northern California American Society for Microbiology spring 
meeting on March 13. The graduate and undergraduate students 
whose papers were accepted for presentation were given an additional 
conference registration and hotel reservation for a student at their 
institution. Derrick gave his to Skyline student Katrina Cheung who 
also attended the March 12-13 meeting in Pleasanton. Student 
presenters were from SF Dept of Public Health, UC Merced, SF State 
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Univ, UC Berkeley, Cal State East Bay, UC Davis, Cal State Chico, Sierra College, and Skyline College. 
Derrick presented the work he did with Professor Chris Case on “Evaluation of the Antibacterial Activity 
of Fortunella margarita.” Derrick’s paper won second place in the juried rankings and won the most first 
place votes from the 240 scientists in attendance.  

PROGRAMS 
 
Skyline Financial Aid Office presents at Cash for College Events 
Skyline’s Financial Aid Office presented at the Cash for College Events at Jefferson High School on 
February 2 and South San Francisco High School on February 20.   More than 150 students and their 
parents attended the events.  They were sponsored by the California Student Aid Commission, the 
Office of Assembly Member Jerry Hill, the South San Francisco Unified School District and the Jefferson 
Union High School District.  The workshops were free and open to the public and offered students and 
parents hands-on financial aid assistance, including help to complete the financial aid forms necessary 
to apply for Cal Grants. High school seniors who attended a workshop and who apply for a Cal Grant by 
the March 2 deadline can qualify for an extra $1,000 scholarship to be used at a qualifying institution 
next fall.  Thank you to Maria Escobar, Director of Financial Aid, for conducting the Spanish workshop at 
Jefferson High School and to Jocelyn Vila, Program Services Coordinator, for coordinating and 
presenting at both events.  Also, thank you to Financial Aid Campus Ambassadors, Jorge Murillo and 
Stephanie Nale.  Jorge and Stephanie did an exceptional job in preparing the necessary materials and 
assisting guests at the event.  In the first photo are instructors, staff and volunteers from South San 
Francisco High School and in the second are Assembly member Jerry Hill with Financial Aid Campus 
Ambassadors, Jorge Murillo and Stephanie Nale.  

 
Learning to advocate in relation to 
community college funding:  
ASSCTeach-in 
The Associated Students of Skyline College 
prepared a stimulating and informative series of 
panels for students, presented on February 24.  
Here is a shot of the Q&A following the panel 
presented by Masao Suzuki, Kathy Blackwood, 
Ray Hernandez and Eloisa Briones. 
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Tuesday, April 6 is National Student-Athlete Day 
Four organizations have come together to name April 6 National Student-Athlete Day:  National 
Consortium for Academics and Sports, Northeastern University’s Sport in Society, National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, and National Federation of State High School Associations.  As part of that day, 
student-athletes are recognized for achieving excellence in academics and athletics while making 
contributions to the community. The following student-athletes from Skyline’s fall and winter programs 
are being recognized: 

Men’s Basketball: Mickael Antolin, Alexander Austria, Jorsen Baysac, Brennan Bull, Simon 
Encisco, Art Fodor, Justin Heckford, Logan Shoffner , Anthony Smith, Malik Williams  
Women’s Basketball: Courtney Chew, Noelani Gi, Michelle Hafalla, Rachelle Hwee, Samantha 
Leung, Jonah Lu                                                                                                   
Men’s Soccer: Dylan Crist, Lourenco Davila, Stephen Dueck, Eugene Graziani, Marcus 
Griffiths, Adrian Guzman, Samir Ibrahim, Tony Lucha, Daniel Martinez, Joseph Nicosia, William 
Sardinah  
Women’s Soccer: Nour Abudamous, Jennifer Alvarez, Laura Cremen, Amanda Downing, 
Micaela Jimenez, Lisa Kurpieski, Isharene Malave, Jenna Motylewski, Yeraldin Rodriguez,  
Midori Sera, Marie Torres                                                                                                  
Volleyball: Nicole Cheong, Alexandra Corral, Lara Rodriguez-Salvador, April Sherfy , Simone 
Torres  
Wrestling: Joseph Buttram, Dionicio Cerda, Bryan Kelleher, Allen Loretz, Kevin Reed, Jairo 
Rodriguez, Kyle Vance  

Student-Athletes from Skyline’s spring sports program will be recognized once grades are posted at the 
end of the semester. 

 
Hermanas and Hermanos students attend Educational Summit 
On Saturday, February 20, 20 high school and college students who are enrolled in the Hermanos and 
Hermanas Programs at Skyline College attended an Educational Summit at California State University 
East Bay.  The Educational Summit’s program focused on closing the educational gap for Latino and 
African American young people. The students participated in lectures and workshops that focused on 
the school-to-work transition, career planning, establishing academic goals, and financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities.  The event was funded in part by a Career and Technical Education grant to 
Skyline from the Chancellors Office, California Community Colleges.  Special thanks to Skyline 
counselor Darlene Cárdenas for coordinating this event.  
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EVENTS 

 
40th Anniversary Celebrations to be held on April 17 and May 6 
Skyline College has been celebrating its 40th anniversary in a variety of ways during this year, and a 
couple of important events are coming up.   

 
 1st Annual Skyline Performing Arts Showcase, April 17 

Skyline College presents its first Annual Skyline Performing Arts Showcase on April 17 at 7:30 
p.m. in the upgraded Theater on Skyline’s re-
landscaped campus. This showcase celebrates forty 
years of performing arts at the college, which first 
opened its doors for the Fall 1969 - Spring 1970 
school year.  Students will perform outstanding 
music, dance and spoken word work developed in 
performing arts classes and clubs.  Featured on this 
showcase will be: 
  

Concert Band 
Concert Choir 
Dance & Cheer Club 
Guitar Ensembles 
Jazz Band 
Kababayan Dramatic Excerpt 
Piano Solo 
Poetry and Dramatic Monologues 
Vocal Solos 

The Showcase will be produced by Skyline College Theatre Club with the financial support of the 
President’s Innovation Fund and the Board of Trustees’ Fund.  Admission to the showcase will 
be $5 in advance and $10 at the door.  For 
information, contact Alan Ceccarelli at 
650.738.4154 or ceccarellia@smccd.edu 

 
 Taste of Skyline, May 6 

Skyline invites the community to join the 
college for part of its 40th Anniversary 
celebration on Thursday, May 6 when a 
number of things will be going on that are 
worth celebrating.  There will be a ribbon 
cutting for the new Automotive Technology 
Building 11, unveil two new art projects, 
see the student art exhibit in the Gallery, 
experience Dance and Athletics 
performances in the Gym, and enjoy a food 
tasting in the Main Quad.  Thanks to 
Skyline’s President’s Council for their 
leadership in making this all come together! 

 
 

ceccarellia@smccd.edu

