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Skyline honors the victims of the San Bruno Fire 
Well over 100 people gathered for a candle light vigil on September 23 on the Main Quad to express their support 
for and their condolences to those who experienced great losses in the San Bruno Fire.  They also raised money 
for the San Bruno Relief Fund.  The event was organized by the Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC), 
the Academic Senate, the Classified Council and the Management Council of Skyline.  ASSC President Ray 
Parenti-Kurttila led off the program, and President Morrow had the opportunity to speak to the crowd to express 
her condolences to the victims, and her appreciation for all of the Skyline and district people who stepped up so 
readily to help out in any way that they could.  Other speakers were Trustee Dave Mandelkern, San Bruno Mayor 
Jim Ruane, and two of Skyline’s students who lost their home—sisters Priscilla and Andrea Tovar.  Christianne 
Marra took these photos. 
 

 
Then, on November 9, a group of Skyline College representatives went to the San Bruno City Council meeting to 
present a $2017 check.  That check represents the donations collected as part of the September 23 vigil.  The 
fundraiser was organized by a coalition of the Academic Senate, the Associated Students, the Classified Council 
and the Management Council of Skyline.  Mayor Jim Ruane indicated that the Council’s subcommittee working on 
the dissemination of various 
donation funds would be 
meeting shortly with a group 
of residents from the fire 
area to consider how best to 
allocate the funds.  Pictured 
at right is President Morrow 
and City Council member 
Rico Medina, and the group 
who attended:  Christianne 
Marra, Barbara Daley, 
President Morrow, Vanson 
Nguyen and Kevin Chak.  
Thanks to Christianne Marra and a friendly passerby for the photos. 

Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 

November 17, 2010 
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SKYLINE SHINES 
 
Skyline students shine at SACNAS once again 
At the Society for the Advancement of Native Americans and Chicanos in Science (SACNAS) Conference 
September 30-October 3, 17 Skyline students presented their original scientific research alongside students from 
University of Texas, Princeton University, Yale University, University of California, University of Vermont, and 
many other universities. There were 890 student presentations. Skyline students did their research with Professors 
Chris Case, Nick Kapp, and Shari Bookstaff.  Biology laboratory technician Pat Carter worked with all the students 
to complete their projects and MESA Director Stephen Fredricks worked with the students to prepare them for 
presenting at a national conference. Skyline’s SACNAS Chapter and chapter advisor Stephen were recognized at 
the Chapter Reception at the conference. Chris and Stephen report that Skyline can be quite proud of these 
students, they were knowledgeable and professional, and represented the college well.  All of these students now 
have their first publication.  Prizes were awarded to the best paper in each category. Skyline students Bardo 
Castro and Pamela Rios (shown with their poster) won the Biology category. Skyline Transfer Student (CSU 
Humboldt) Omar Abi-Chahine won the Environmental Science category. Their posters can be read at 
http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/case/biol690/sacnas10.html. The group photo is of all of the Skyline participants:   
Stephen Fredricks, Celia Dourado Leao, Pamela Rios, Lyle Rapp, Elena Anuryeva, Karina Chelnokova, 
Mohammed Abbas, Gabriel Getchell, Bardo Castro, Christabel Causapin, Rebecca Belloso, Martin Cordero, Thi Yi 
Aung, William Figueroa, Katrina Cheung, Matthew Garza, Rebecca Curtis and Jonathan Tolentino.  Thanks to 
Christine Case for these three shots.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The student research projects were: 

 Antimicrobial Activity of Baccharis pilularis (Asteraceae), A Traditional Native American Herbal Medicine. 
Bardo Castro and Pamela Rios. Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Does the Nintendo Wii Fit Promote Recovery for Brain-Injured Patients? A Case Study. William Figueroa 
and Tina Ha. Mentor: Shari Bookstaff.  

 An In Vitro Study of the Antimicrobial Activity of Vaccinium ovatum. Karina Chelnokova and Elena 
Anuryeva.Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Antimicrobial Activity of Marine Algae. Gabriel Getchell and Rebecca Curtis. Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Evaluation of Native American Herbal Extracts As Food Preservatives. Jonathan Tolentino. Mentor: 
Christine Case.  

 Evaluation of the Antibacterial Activity of the Traditional Medicinal Plant, Astragalus membranaceus. 
Katrina Cheung. Mentor: Christine Case.  

 The Effect of Temperature and Aeration on Chlorella Cell Growth and Oil Production. Thi Yi Aung and 
Celia Dourado Leao. Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Effect of Triclosan on a Freshwater Ecosystem. Lyle Rapp. Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Evaluating the Antibacterial Properties of Ceanothus thyrsiflorus. Mohammed Abbas and Martin Cordero. 
Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Development of an Inexpensive Method to Purify Proteins through Affinity Chromatography Using the 
Starch-binding Domain of Alpha-amylase from B. subtilis. Matthew Garza. Mentor: Nick Kapp 

 Antibacterial Activity of Sambucus mexicana (Elderberry), A Native American medicinal Plant. Rebecca 
Belloso and Christabel Causapin. Mentor: Christine Case.  

 Effects of Fresh Water Outflow, Nutrients, and Climate on Phytoplankton in Central San Francisco Bay: An 
Examination of an Eight-Year Record, 2002 to 2010.  Omar Abi-Chahine, Al Marchi, Alex Parker, Kervi 
Ramos.  Mentor: Alex Parker.  Collaborative Project with Skyline College MESA, SFSU Bridges and 
CCSF. 

 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/case/biol690/sacnas10.html
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Fitzpatrick’s article about the San Bruno fire is published in the SF Chronicle 
On October 29, the San Francisco Chronicle published an article written by Kathy Fitzpatrick, Division Assistant for 
the Creative Arts/Social Science Division.  The article concerned the San Bruno Fire and Kathy’s involvement with 
it and with Kris O’Neil and her family.  The article may be read at this link:  http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/10/29/EDDL1G3JA5.DTL&type=newsbayarea. 
 

 
Skyline veteran spoke at Veterans Day 
event 
The president of the Skyline Veterans Club, Jarom 
Vahai, was one of the guest speakers at the annual 
Veterans Day program sponsored by the local 
Avenue of Flags Committee.  The event was held on 
November 11 at Golden Gate National Cemetery in 
San Bruno.  Jarom's rank was sergeant and he 
served with the 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 
4th Marine Division, on his first tour of duty in Iraq in 
2005 and with the 1st Battalion, 25th Marine 
Regiment, 4th Marine Division, on his second tour in 
Iraq in 2006.  The photo is one President Morrow 
took of him when he spoke at a board meeting 
during the summer, on the occasion of the board’s 
Above and Beyond Award to the people responsible 
for Skyline’s Veterans Center.  See the July 29 
edition of Skyline Shines for more on that; it is 
archived at  
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/index.html.   
 
The Skyline College Veterans Club is a new club this semester.  It has an active group of approximately 40 
students who wish to collaborate to hold events and support each other.  Currently, their advisor is a non-veteran; 
it would be optimal and more enriching for the club to have a veteran serve as faculty advisor.  Interested faculty 
with background as a veteran or in veteran issues and experiences are asked to contact Leigh Anne Sippel at 
sippell@smccd.edu.  The founder of the club is Jarom Lee Vahai, a very active vet pursuing his education in 

Logistics and Freight Forwarding at Skyline College.  The club is open to all students, faculty and staff.   
 
 

New video wall will provide students with up to the minute information 

 
The Student Center at Skyline now has a large 
video wall, launched November 2 just in time for the 
broadcast of the parade to honor the victorious San 
Francisco Giants, new World Series champs.  The 
wall replaces a much smaller electronic sign 
providing students with information on key 
deadlines, events on campus, and programs and 
services at the college.  Now the college will be able 
to do much more, providing video broadcasts there 
as it did on November 2, and using the monitors to 
project program materials for events held in the 
cafeteria.  It will be a crucial tool in emergency 
communications, in the case of an event that 
requires us to communicate quickly with people all 
over campus.  Training for the staff who will keep it 
updated will be taking place shortly.  Thanks so 
much to Jose Nunez, Jim Petromilli, Patty Della 
Bona, and Rich Tidd for their work in securing and 
installing this terrific new resource. 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/10/29/EDDL1G3JA5.DTL&type=newsbayarea
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/10/29/EDDL1G3JA5.DTL&type=newsbayarea
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/index.html
mailto:sippell@smccd.edu
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Dukot screened at Skyline 
On October 9, the Kababayan Program was honored to be one of only seven tour stops for the U.S. premiere of 
Dukot (Disappeared), a moving feature film about human rights violations in the Philippines highlighting the recent 
increase in the number of abductions and torture of activists and community organizers in various parts of the 
Philippines by the Philippine military.  The film was at first banned in the Philippines, then was shown in limited 
release with some parts of the film censored. The Kababayan Program hosted the film at the Main Theater at 
Skyline College in conjunction with BAYAN-USA and NAFCON (National Alliance for Filipino Concerns). The film 
was based on real-life cases of human right violations in the Philippines, including playwright Bonifacio Ilagan's 
own experiences in detention. 

After the film, the audience participated in a Q & A discussion with lead actor Allen Dizon, producer Dennis 
Evangelista, and Melissa Roxas, a Filiipina American who, on May 19th, 2009, while on a medical mission in 
Tarlac, became a victim of a human rights violation herself.  She was abducted at gunpoint and held against her 
will for six days, while being subject to physical and psychological torture until her surfacing in Quezon City on May 
25, 2009.  The film will continue to tour the country, with its next stop in Seattle, Washington, and will conclude the 
tour at the end of the month in Washington, D.C.  For more information about the film and the organizations, 
please visit these websites:  http://dukot.com/;   http://bayanusa.org/;   http://nafconusa.org/; 
http://justiceformelissa.org/ 
 
Thanks to the Kababayan program for the photo of the guest panel:  (left to right) Faye-Denise Lacanilao 
(moderator), Melissa Roxas, Allen Dizon, Dennis Evangelista, and guest speaker.  Jonathan Tioseco took the 
second photo of Kababayan program people along with some of the guests: (L to R) Back row:  Francis Vinas-
Reyes, Allen Dizon, Kevin Cortes; Front row:  Mica Trinadad, Christine Aquino, Nicole Cruz, Melissa Roxas, Jill de 
Leon, Liza Erpelo, Marisa Mariano, and Rio Molina. 
 
 

Skyline’s Faculty Inquiry Network (FIN) presents at Strengthening Student Success 
Conference 
The Skyline Faculty Inquiry Network team 
of Luciana Castro, Kate Williams-Browne, 
and Leigh Anne Sippel shared their work 
statewide last week in Costa Mesa for the 
Research and Planning (RP) Group’s 
annual Strengthening Student Success conference.  Leigh Anne Sippel co-presented with FIN colleague Scott 
Albright of College of Alameda and FIN coach Lin Marelick. Their presentation was entitled ―Using Faculty Inquiry 
to Sustain Student Success in CTE Programs.‖  CTE refers to career technical education programs. The Skyline 
team’s focus has been on the success rates of Hispanics in the Early Childhood Education (ECE) program, and is 
a direct result of the ECE 2009 Program Review.  The team has planned several initiatives based on their 
research.  Among them are the creation of a ―Spanish in the ECE Workplace‖ workshop led by Luciana Castro, the 
institution of regular lectures in ECE on the Value of Home Languages, and the aggressive use of counseling via 
the ECE careers advisor, Cece Rebele.  Future hopes and plans include a learning community between Spanish 

and ECE as well as an ESL for Child Care Providers course. The team’s final project will be a website that will go 

live at the end of the year full of resources for faculty seeking to create similar inquiries in their classrooms. In the 
meantime, here is the project’s website: http://skylinecollege.facultyinquiry.net/ 

http://dukot.com/
http://bayanusa.org/
http://nafconusa.org/
http://justiceformelissa.org/
http://skylinecollege.facultyinquiry.net/
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Beta Theta Omicron’s honors in action 
project wins two regional awards 
For 2010, Skyline’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter is 
addressing the Science issue in the Honors Study 
Topic. The problem is with the explosion of 
information resources that sound ―scientific,‖ 
citizens must distinguish science from 
pseudoscience; therefore, science knowledge is 
essential to make informed decisions on personal 
and environmental health.  Participating Skyline 
students represent a variety of majors including 
Business, Child Development, Political Science, 
and the sciences. Skyline Biotechnology major, 
Casey Fortier, presented this project, The Promise 

and Power of Science Literacy, on behalf of the chapter at the Nevada/California Regional Phi Theta Kappa 
Leadership Conference on November 5 and 6.  Chapter members have been bringing hands-on science laboratory 
experiments to 7th and 8th grade classes at local middle schools. Chapter members planned this project between 
January and March. They developed lab experiments to complement the Science Framework Standards and 
reached teachers who want lab experiments in their classrooms through the County Office of Education and the 
National Lab Day website. They began working in classrooms in May. The project won first place in the abstract 
and in the poster competitions. Casey (center) is shown receiving his two prizes from Regional Coordinator Charlie 
Klein and Phi Theta Kappa Headquarters representative Barb Murray. His poster is in the background. His abstract 
and poster are at skylinecollege.edu/boo/HIA2010.html.  The project is ongoing and any interested Skyline 
students may participate to complete a community service requirement, to learn more about a teaching career, or 
to promote education. Interested students can contact the Beta Theta Omicron officers at boo@smccd.edu.  
Thanks to Chris Case for the photo. 
 

 
Respiratory Therapy Club recognized by 
Breathe California 
On October 9, the Respiratory Therapy Club 
participated in the Breath of Life Walk sponsored by 
Breathe California.  More than 30 Skyline Respiratory 
Therapy students, who called themselves the 
"Phlegmtations", raised more than $3,500 to be used 
to promote lung health in the Bay Area.  The event 
was held at Golden Gate Park and the student 
participants enjoyed a beautiful day walking the 5 
kilometer course.  The team also received 
recognition from Breathe California for raising the 
most money as a single group, having the largest 
team, and sporting the best t-shirts.  
 
 

McClung honored with 2010 Robert Frost Award 
Kathleen McClung, assistant professor of English and lately Women in Transition Program Coordinator, has just 
received a very special recognition.  Her poem, "Reprieve," was named a finalist for the 2010 Robert Frost Award. 
To read the seven prize-winning poems, written in the spirit of Robert Frost, visit www.frostfoundation.org and click 
on ―Winning Poems‖.   Here is a brief biography of Kathleen from that site: 

Kathleen McClung teaches at Skyline College and the Writing Salon. She has also edited books for small 
presses including UCSF Nursing Press, Food First Books, and Westview Press.  Her poetry, fiction, and 
memoir appear in Poetry Now, Bloodroot, Poetry Northwest, Spirituality & Health, The Rambler, Poets 11 
2010, an anthology edited by Jack Hirschman, and other publications.  Recent awards include prizes from 
the Soul-Making Literary Competition, Sacramento Poetry Center, and the Write on the Sound Conference 
in Edmonds, Washington.  A native of California, as a young poet she studied with Alan Shapiro at 
Stanford University and Philip Levine at California State University Fresno. Her poem, ―Reprieve,‖ appears 
in Tule Review (Summer 2010).  

mailto:boo@smccd.edu
http://www.frostfoundation.org/
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State chancellor’s office leaders visit Skyline 
On September 29, Skyline hosted the new Executive Vice Chancellor and the new Vice Chancellor for Academic 

Affairs from the Chancellor’s Office for the California 
Community Colleges.  They were interested in visiting a 
local college and in particular in what Skyline is doing with 
the Basic Skills Initiative (what Skyline calls the College 
Success Initiative or CSI).  A large group of people gave 
brief presentations on projects that are taking place here as 
a result of the CSI, or which are involved with it in various 
ways:  Regina Stanback Stroud, Vice President of 
Instruction, Introductions and Opening Comments;  Virginia 
Padron and Soodi Zamani, CSI Co-Coordinators, Overview; 
Michael Hoffman, Learning Community Coordinator, First 
Year Experience;  Patricia Deamer, Math Academy 
Coordinator and LaChanee Richard, Math Academy 
Student, ASTEP Math Academy; Melissa Komadina, 
Coordinator, OnCourse;  Joe Madrigal, Interim Vice 
President of Student Services, One-Stop Student Center; 

William Watson, Director, SparkPoint San Mateo Center; Christianne Marra, Communications Manager, tour 
guide.  Thanks to Christianne Marra for this photo of Eric Skinner, Executive Vice Chancellor and Barry Russell, 
Vice Chancellor for Educational Services, along with Regina Stanback Stroud and President Morrow. 
 
 

Check out the retooled website! 
In the college’s continuing efforts to update and make the Skyline website more user-friendly, the college is excited 
to announce that it has released a new version of the home page at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/.            
Highlights in this new version include: 

        More content, due to allowing the home page to ―scroll‖ downward 

        ―Quick Links‖ on the 
lower left side, 
allowing users to 
move quickly to key 
parts of the website 

        Graphical buttons for 
the ―Catalog & 
Schedule‖ and 
―Academic Calendar‖ 
in the middle of the 
page – two of the 
most commonly used 
parts of the website 

        Expanded ―Latest 
News‖ and ―Upcoming 
Events‖ sections 

Thanks to Rob Johnstone, 
Laura Fraser, Jaz Witham, and 
Ahmad Ladhani for helping 
make this happen. As always, feel free to direct any website comments or questions to Rob Johnstone at 
johnstoner@smccd.edu.  This sample of the extended page is a hyperlink to Skyline’s website. 
 
 

Former Trojan soccer stars pace Philippine National Team 
Two former men’s soccer players from Skyline College, Anton Del Rosario (#4) and Alexander Borromeo (#11), 
were instrumental in leading the Philippine National Soccer team to a goalless draw against Cambodia on October 
26. This result allowed the Philippine team to advance in the prestigious 2010 AFF Suzuki Cup. Please see the link 
below to learn more about the game, team and former Trojans Del Rosario and Borromeo:  
http://www.affsuzukicup.com/_webapp_707194/Match_Report_-_Philippines_0_Cambodia_0 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/
mailto:johnstoner@smccd.edu
http://www.affsuzukicup.com/_webapp_707194/Match_Report_-_Philippines_0_Cambodia_0
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And just for the fun of it… 

…here is a photo President Morrow came across of 
the college under construction, with only the original 
buildings in evidence—Buildings 1, 3, 7, and 8.  It is 
undated, but based on the state of the construction 
in the other photos she found with it, the year must 
be late 1968 or early 1969. 
 

Skyline’s Fact Sheet for Fall 2010 
Skyline maintains a one-page Fact Sheet that paints a picture of the college that can be useful in communicating 
about the college to members of the community.  It has just been updated with the most recent information and it 
can be found at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/plans/assets/fall2010/Skyline_FactSheet_Fall_2010.pdf.     
 
 

It does shine at Skyline! 
Thanks to Aerial Impressions for this beautiful photo of Skyline College, looking southwest, taken in early October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 
 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/plans/assets/fall2010/Skyline_FactSheet_Fall_2010.pdf
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PROGRAMS 
 
ASTEP/Math Academy Family Night brings out a crowd 
ASTEP/Math Academy Family Night was a great success on September 16.  The event included students, 
parents, faculty and deans.  Family Night 
kicked off another year for about 100 
attendees.  The invited guests spoke to 
Skyline’s students and parents about the 
different programs that Skyline has to support 
students.  Thanks to the following people who 
spoke that night:  Stephen Fredricks, MESA 
program; Jorge Murillo, Campus Ambassador; 
Regina Morrison, Financial Aid Director; and 
Dr. William Watson, SparkPoint Center.  Other 
participants in the program included Mike 
Williamson, Dean of 
Science/Math/Technology; Donna Bestock, 
Dean of Creative Arts/Social Science; and 
ASTEP/Math Academy faculty Pat Deamer, 
Timothy Dupre, Dr. Tony Jackson, Dr. Bessie 
Vaughns, Pauline Wethington, and 
Gwendolyn Fuller. The parents of the 
ASTEP/Math Academy students were pleased 
to know that their sons and daughters are 
receiving the help needed to be successful at Skyline.  They enjoyed hearing about the programs the college has 
to offer, and they shared in the music, fun and food.  Thanks to ASTEP student Melissa Wheeler for the photo. 
 
 

Transfer Day brings four-year colleges and universities to Skyline College 
On Monday, October 25, Skyline College hosted over 30 four-year colleges and universities including institutions 
from the California State University (CSU), University of California (UC) and private colleges and universities.  
Over 200 Skyline College students took advantage of the opportunity to meet with the college representatives to 
get information on campus admissions requirements, program and campus impactions, housing, campus life, and 
more.  Since many four-year colleges have stopped their community college visits because of reduced travel 
budgets, Transfer Day provides students the opportunity to speak to many college representatives in an 
easy, accessible venue. Thanks to the following people who helped organize and support the event:  Nadia Tariq; 
Jacqueline Escobar; Maggie Baez; Virginia Padron; student assistants Yee Chaing Chan, Abigail Tilo, Romina 
Munoz, Calvin Cheah, Maria Climaco; Student Ambassador Noah Brown; volunteer James Salonga;  and 
Christianne Marra for her support in advertising the event. Thank you to the faculty who referred students to 
Transfer Day and made the event a great learning opportunity for Skyline’s students.  Nadia Tariq provided these 
photos of students in the Student Center, and of Lou Ferguson, Jacquie Escobar and Virginia Padron. 
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Jackie Speier visits Skyline College 
Last Tuesday, November 9, the Skyline College Political Science Association had the pleasure of hosting 
Congress member Jackie Speier, Representative of California’s 12

th
 Congressional District, at a forum at Skyline 

College.  A highly energized and interested audience filled Room 6202 to capacity and listened to her review such 
topics as the recent power shift in the November elections where Democrats lost a significant number of seats in 
the Senate and Congress.  The discussion of the federal government’s shift from liberalism to conservatism, the 
effect of the Tea Party on the new elected Republican seats, the importance of federal support for student financial 
aid, and several other topics were discussed during the hour-long presentation.  An opportunity was offered for 
questions from the audience.  A big thank you to Professor Jeff Diamond and the student leaders of the Political 
Association for making this happen. 
 
 

Skyline’s TRiO Program Kicks Off to a great start 
On September 24, the TRiO Student Support Services (SSS) Program hosted its yearly Kickoff event welcoming 
new students into the program and giving returning students an opportunity to meet the TRiO family including, 
staff, faculty, and students.  This year’s event was a huge success having a turnout of more than 70 students.  The 
pictures of this event are a snapshot of activities and an ice breaker that were held.  Presentations were made by 
TRiO Club officers and program staff: including words from the Dean of Language Arts, Connie Beringer, Nohel 
Corral (TRiO SSS and Learning Center Interim Director), Leigh Anne Sippel (English Lab Coordinator), John 
Chavez (Math Lab Coordinator), John Saenz (English Instructional Aide), and TRiO Counselors Jessica Lopez and 
Javier Urena, which all added up to make this event a success.  Thanks to Jessica Lopez for the photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English for Health Care Professionals series attracts English learners 
The English Language Institute (ELI) has had good success so far with its trial offering of the English for Health 
Care Professionals series.  More than 20 individuals have so far taken part in this 4-part series of workshops, 
which impart valuable language skills for foreign-born medical professionals who seek medical work here in the 
U.S., but who struggle with language.  The classes are part of a collaboration with the Welcome Back Initiative of 
San Francisco.  Skyline hopes to create ESL for Health Care courses on a semester basis for the future.  Special 
thanks to the Welcome Back Initiative’s José Ramón Fernández Peña and to Skyline’s William Watson, Connie 
Beringer, Adolfo Leiva, and Amber Rocha for their assistance in making these class offerings possible.   
Spots are still open for students to attend the remaining sessions on Thu/Sat Nov 18/20.  Interested individuals 
may call the ELI at (650) 738-7089 to sign up or get more information 
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Skyline College welcomes the California Employment Development Department 
The SparkPoint San Mateo Center at Skyline College and the California Employment Development Department 
(EDD) have partnered to co-locate EDD services at the SparkPoint San Mateo Center. This co-location is part of 
an expansion of Skyline’s Career Center to provide job placement services. Services are available to students, 
faculty, staff, and the public 40 hours per week provided by EDD Employment Program Specialists including: 
Jenny Carreno, John Walden, Arnel Junio, German Alvarado, Alfonso Murillo. EDD Workforce Services, as 
described on their website at http://www.edd.ca.gov/About_EDD/, include the following: 

 An online job and résumé bank, CalJOBS
SM

, which contains thousands of job openings and the largest 
pool of candidates in the state 

 Labor market tools designed to help make educated decisions 

 Information on filing an Unemployment Insurance, Disability Insurance, or Paid Family Leave claim 

 Payroll tax information and forms 

 An array of employment and training services 
Special thanks to EDD’s Jorge Tapia, Cluster Manager San Francisco/San Mateo Counties, and David Tam, Site 
Manager Workforce Services; United Way of the Bay Area’s Lorne Needle, Deputy Chief Community Investment 
Officer and Emily Harpster, Director of SparkPoint Initiatives; as well as Skyline’s Regina Stanback-Stroud, Virginia 
Padron, William Watson, Rick Wallace, Adolfo Leiva, Maria Escobar and Melanie Espinueva. 
 
 

English Language Institute hosts Super Saturday for new ESL students 
On November 6

th
, the English Language Institute hosted Super Saturday, a 

one-day event where new students of ESL can come to Skyline to apply, take 
the placement test, get an orientation, find out about financial aid, and make 
an appointment with a counselor all in one day.  The event occurs every 
semester, and the ELI advertised to various linguistic communities over the 
past month.  Nearly 30 attendees availed themselves of assistance with 
enrollment and testing, free child care, a detailed orientation, and 
refreshments.   Several Skyline staff and students were on hand to assist 
newcomers with every stage of the process: Weilun Tang and Long Cheung 
from Assessment, Minerva Velasquez, Kennya Zepeda, Martina Center, 
Rayna Rodriguez, Kenny Gonzalez, Amber Rocha, Zena Tarasena, and Dave 
Jorgenson from IT.  Thanks to Jocelyn Vila for sending the campus 
ambassadors from Financial Aid and to Adolfo Leiva for assistance with 

promoting the event.   
 
 

 
 
Honor society inducts new members 
Skyline’s Beta Theta Omicron chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society hosted the Fall Induction 
for new members on October 29.  Friends and family 
joined Phi Theta Kappans from the Skyline, CSM, 
and Cañada Phi Theta Kappa chapters in the Main 
Theater.   
 
Dr. Larry Magid, technology journalist and child safety 
advocate, was the keynote speaker. Dr. Magid 
addressed the Honors Study Topic, The 
Democratization of Information, in a timely and 
interesting talk.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.edd.ca.gov/About_EDD/
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Skyline celebrated freedom to read during Banned 
Books Week, September 25-October 2 
The freedom to access information and express ideas, even those 
considered objectionable, provides the foundation for Banned Books 
Week.  What do The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, An American 
Tragedy, The Grapes of Wrath, And Tango Makes Three, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, and The Call of the Wild have in common?  They have 
been challenged or banned.  The following were the top three reasons 
cited for challenging materials as reported to the Office of Intellectual 
Freedom: 

1. The material was considered to be "sexually explicit" 
2. The material contained "offensive language" 
3. The material was "unsuited to any age group." 

The American Library Association actively advocates in defense of the 
rights of library users to read, seek information, and speak freely as 
guaranteed by the First Amendment.  A publicly supported library 
provides free and equal access to information for all people of that 
community.  It is a basic right enjoyed in this country’s democratic society.  It is a core value of the library 
profession.  
 
Other recent displays in the Library include one called Study Skills and College Success.  Patrons quickly snapped 
up books on how to study in college, demystifying algebra, critical thinking, how to study science, grammar traps, 
and how to write term papers.  A companion display, Life Skills 101, featured books to help students overcome 
social anxiety, calm stress, deal with anger and mood swings, how to eat well, and how to help friends in times of 
need.  The Library observed Constitution Day (September 17) with an exhibit of books about the founding of the 
Constitution and its history.  Highlights include Plain, honest men: The making of the American Constitution; 
Freedom's law: The moral reading of the American Constitution; The founders' Second Amendment: Origins of the 
right to bear arms; Slavery’s Constitution; Freedom of the press: Rights and liberties under the law; and many 
others.   
 
 

Holiday Job Fair brings over 30 employers to Skyline   
The Skyline Career Center coordinated and hosted ―Holiday Job Fair 2010‖ on Wednesday, November 3 from 
9:30-1:00 p.m. in the Skyline College Student Center.  Sixty local industry representatives from 30 Bay Area 
companies had the opportunity to share information and Job trends with more than 200 students.  Students were 
able to engage in on the spot interviews and complete employment applications for prospective openings.  
Employers commented that they spoke to a steady flow of enthusiastic students and welcomed the opportunity to 
participate in future Career Center events.  Virginia Padron, Director of the Career Center, extends her 
appreciation to faculty, staff, students and industry partners for contributing to an event which promotes 
employment awareness and  career development.  Special thanks to Nadia Tariq, Career Resource Technician, 
for assisting in bringing this event to fruition.  The SparkPoint Center San Mateo at Skyline College was a co-
sponsor of the event. Thanks to Nadia Tariq and Christianne Marra for the photos of employers and students, and 
in the center, Virginia Padron with Joe Madrigal, Vice President for Student Services. 
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Skyline College welcomes The Welcome Back Initiative 
The Welcome Back Initiative (WBI) is an international health worker assistance program headquartered in San 
Francisco, with centers located in San Francisco, San Diego, Boston, Rhode Island, Denver, Puget Sound, 
Suburban Maryland, New York, and the Alamo Area of Texas. Directed by José Ramón Fernández-Peña, MD, 
MPA, the WBI mission is to ―build a bridge between the pool of internationally trained health workers living in the 
United States and the need for linguistically and culturally competent health services in underserved communities.‖ 
According to Dr. Fernández-Peña, ―the Welcome Back Initiative has served over 10,500 individuals from 147 
countries, primarily physicians, dentists, and nurses. To date, over 1,500 participants have obtained jobs in health 
for the first time, over 400 have advanced in their career ladders, and 87 physicians have entered into residency 
training programs."  Collaborating with the English Language Institute (ELI) at Skyline College, which is directed by 
Leigh Anne Sippel, WBI will co-locate services at Skyline in the SparkPoint San Mateo Center, Building 1, Room 
1217B, on Mondays, 9:00 am-5:00 pm. WBI’s educational case manager serving this collaboration is Teresa 
Betancourt who says, ―I am excited to say that through our collaboration with SparkPoint we will be offering our 
services on campus every Monday. Feel free to drop in or refer any student who has a foreign degree related to 
healthcare. We will register them with the Welcome Back Center and schedule an appointment for them to support 
their career development in the U.S. We can also refer them to ESL classes as appropriate.‖  
 
 

Puente mentors gather to meet mentees  
On September 22, Puente had its first Mentoring Mixer, in which students had the opportunity to interact with 
professional and peer mentors at Skyline College. Puente students practiced interviewing skills and learned about 
a variety of careers and subjects of study by interviewing a succession of mentors. Students moved about a circle 
of mentors asking and answering specific questions about life goals, majors, career goals as well as purposes for 
being in college. Finally, the event concluded with students having the opportunity to interview mentors in five 
different career paths to ask more major and career specific questions of the mentors. The mixer was attended by 
29 first semester Puente students, seven professional mentors and 17 peer mentors. Note: The program is still 
looking for three more professional mentors, so if anyone is interested in becoming a mentor, please contact 
Sandra Rodrigues (rodriguess@smccd.edu).  President Morrow is serving as a Puente mentor this fall, and was 
invited to participate in the training and meeting with the mentees.  Several of the young women she spoke with 
had come to Skyline as a result of their experience in the Hermanas program, a President’s Innovation Fund 
project at South San Francisco High School.  Thanks to Sandra Rodrigues and Lucia Lachmayr for their leadership 
for the Puente program, for organizing the mentoring program and this event, and for the photos. 

 
Faculty Inquiry Network team offers workshop: Spanish in the ECE Workplace 
The Faculty Inquiry Network team, as part of their two-year project, will be hosting a special workshop for Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) students and professionals.  The workshop, entitled Spanish in the ECE Workplace: 
Keys to Success, will be held Thursday, December 2

nd
 from 12:40-1:25 in room 8-306.  Professors Luciana Castro 

and Kate Williams Browne will hold the workshop, whose focus will be on the importance of the home language for 
bilingual children, the value of Spanish in the ECE classroom, and the role of the multilingual teacher.  All 
interested individuals are welcome to attend this free workshop; please contact Luciana Castro at x4407 or Kate 
Williams Browne at x7092 for more information. 

mailto:rodriguess@smccd.edu
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On Course II Training 
As part of Skyline’s College Success Initiative (CSI), five faculty members, attended On Course II training held in 

Burlingame:  David Hasson (Math), Karen Wong (English), Phyllis Taylor 
(Speech), Nate Nevado (Counseling) and Melissa Komadina 
(Counseling). The 4-day training focused on program design, facilitation, 
and implementation, including learning many effective strategies for the 
classroom.  The energy level at the conference was high among 
participants and a rich exchange of information, resources, and ideas 
occurred between many in attendance.  Skyline's On Course II 
participants will be designing and implementing professional development 
workshops and resources for the campus for the upcoming Spring 2011 
thru the end of next year.  For more information, contact Melissa 
Komadina, On Course Coordinator, at komadina@smccd.edu. Thanks to 
Minnesota participant, Kathy Matel from Century College there, who took 
this great photo of Skyline College’s participants. 
 
 
 
 

 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

Skyline’s new Facilities Maintenance Center is awarded LEED Gold Certification 
On November 1, Skyline’s Facilities Maintenance Center (FMC) was awarded the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Gold Certification Award by the U.S. Green Building Council.  LEED Certification 
was established in 1999 to improve the quality of buildings and their impact on the environment.  Green design not 
only makes a positive impact on public health and the environment, it also reduces operating costs, potentially 
increases occupant productivity, and helps create a sustainable community.  Stringent prerequisites must be met 
and after achieved, LEED has a rating system based on submitted and awarded points.  Award levels are 
Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  The FMC construction project achieved a remarkable 42 points out of a 
possible 69 points for its Gold award.   It became only the 5

th
 maintenance facility in the nation to achieve a Gold 

award.  Some examples of rated categories where the FMC received points include site selection and 
development, alternative transportation practices, water efficient landscaping, water use reduction, optimizing 
energy performance, using recycled construction materials, promoting air quality, maximum use of day-lighting and 
exemplary use of green power.  Congratulations to the FMC and Facilities staff on being recognized for its 
commitment to environmental issues on campus and in the community.  Thanks to Richard Inokuchi for this photo. 

 
Timeline for completion of the fountain in the Main Quad 
The fountain in the Main Quad is nearing completion.  The concrete floor of it should be poured on November 11, 
and then the water testing will be done during the week of November 15.  If all goes well, the fencing will come 
down before Thanksgiving and people will be able to enjoy Skyline’s new fountain. 

mailto:komadina@smccd.edu

