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Student Life Takes Part in Largest Global 
Action in History

On Thursday, February 14, 2013 The ASSC, Organizations & Club 
Council, and The Center for Student Life and Leadership 
Development, held a program that was a part of the largest global 
action in history to end violence against women and girls. As part 
of the International V-Day Campaign, 1BillionRising, students 
gathered together to fill the courtyard with homemade posters 
stating facts about violence against women and discussed why 
they stood in solidarity to bring awareness to the issue. Along with 
posters and facts, the group rose together to perform “Break the 
Chain,” a dance choreographed by long-time professional Debbie 
Allen. Students, faculty and staff that participated in the event 
brought awareness to the fact that violence against women and girls 
is intersectional—not just an ethnic, religious, or class issue. One 
in 3 women and girls will be beaten in their lifetime, and Skyline 
College decided to rise and take a stand about it. After the Break 
the Chain performance that happened around the world, students 
and staff shared heartfelt and heartbreaking stories revolving their 
personal experiences on the issue. 
 
Throughout the rest of the day, student leaders from the Associated 
Students and Programming Board hosted a jeopardy game 
revolving around sexual health, provided resources from the Health 
Center on safe relationship practices, created a make your own 
Valentine station, had interactive safe relationship activities, and a 
Valentine’s themed photo-booth. The Heart to Heart program 
garnered over 580 participants at the event and through social 
media support.

The event galvanized new supporters, created more aware students, 
put Skyline College on the map through the VDay campaign, and 
even produced a strong enthusiasm to have more events similar to 
Heart to Heart in the college’s programming calendar.
 
Follow the conversation at #1BillionRising and @ASSCSkyline.
 
Article & Photos by Misha Maggi.
 
Rock the school bells 6 - huge success!

Skyline College’s 6th Annual Rock The School Bells hosted nearly 
400 youth and students from various middle school and high 
schools in the Bay Area.  They engaged in 20+ workshops ranging 
from experiencing interactive activities such as utilizing different 
instruments to create beats, participating in a live writing and 
rapping session, creating a collective mural, and experiencing a live 
dance audition.  They also participated in career-related workshops 
such as learning effective strategies using social media, writing 
strong business plans and learning the ins and outs of getting into 
the music industry.  We were blessed to have facilitators from 
various areas such as UCLA, Mills College, DeVry University, 106.1 
KMEL, Universal Zulu Nation, Beats, Rhymes and Life Academy of 
Oakland, and CSU-Sacramento.  

One of our main speakers included Aisha Fukushima, who served 
as our conference keynote speaker.  She spoke about the 
importance of utilizing Hip Hop as a tool to uplift our communities 
through social action.  She refers to this as “raptivism” and 
challenges students to think critically about the issues that exist in 
their communities, both locally and globally.



Our main conference presenters included Ise Lyfe, spoken word 
artist/performer from East Oakland, and Eric Tandoc, a filmmaker 
and community activist, from UCLA.  Ise Lyfe’s Multimedia 
presentation titled, “Is Everybody Stupid?” provided the audience 
with a different perspective of today’s generation and how they deal 
with the issues of oppression, racism, declining graduation rates 
and the effects of capitalism.  Eric Tandoc’s film called “Sounds 
of A New Hope” addresses how Hip Hop was utilized as a tool of 
empowerment in various communities in the Philippines.

In addition to the 
many workshops and 
presentations, we 
held a special 
recognition 
ceremony for two of 
our Rock The School 
Bells Scholarship 
recipients, Jasmine 
Dayrit and Krista 
Agregado.

On behalf of the 
Rock The School 
Bells organizing 
team, we would like 
to thank all of the 
members of the 
Administration 
team, deans, faculty 
and staff for their 

continued support for Rock The School Bells.  There are many 
people to thank who have helped with the planning and 
coordination of the event.  A complete list of acknowledgements 
can be seen on www.rocktheschoolbells.com.

This event would not be possible without the support of the 
Sparkpoint at Skyline College through Dr. William Watson, DeVry 
University, Center of International Trade, and the Career 
Advancement Academy.  Many thanks go to Kevin Chak and the 
Skyline College Bookstore, 106.1 KMEL, Whole Foods, and many 
other local vendors for their gracious donations to the event.

For more information about Rock The School Bells, please contact 
Nate Nevado at nevadon@smccd.edu or visit 
www.rocktheschoolbells.com.

SparkPoint Open House Success!

Pictured L to R: Heather Smith, Adolfo Leiva, Sarah Perkins, Karen 
Schwarz, Virginia Padron, Regina Stanback Stroud, Joi Blake and 
Ed Center | Photo by Raul Guerra

SparkPoint at Skyline College hosted a successful Open House 
celebration on Monday, February 25, 2013 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Approximately 300 people attended the event to learn about 
the Benefits Access for College Completion (BACC) project, visited 
our new facilities, enjoyed food and live Latin jazz music and 
listened to inspiring speeches from the Skyline College President, 
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud, and United Way of the Bay Area’s 
Senior Director of Educational Programs, Ed Center.
 
After the closing speech, SparkPoint held a celebratory ribbon 
cutting to commemorate the opening of SparkPoint’s newly 
renovated facilities. Two of SparkPoint’s partner agencies, 
California Employment Development Department (EDD) and San 
Mateo Credit Union, shared information about their respective 
services to interested participants during the event and the United 
Way of the Bay Area Regional SparkPoint Initiative presented a 
poster board outlining SparkPoint efforts throughout the Bay Area 
to reduce poverty by 50% by the year 2020.
 

(continued on next page)
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The Open House featured the part nership with the Center for Law 
and Social Policy and the American Association of Community 
Colleges to serve as one of six community col leges in the nation 
demonstrating how eligible students can access public benefits in 
addition to financial aid in order to improve college completion 
rates. SparkPoint and Financial Aid Office staff partnered to 
conduct four poster presentation sessions describing different 
aspects of the Benefits Access for College Completion (BACC) 
project. The first 100 students who attended these presentation 
sessions received a $20 gift card to the campus bookstore and 
World Cup Coffee. Thank you to all who attended the Open House 
celebration. Pictures of the event are posted at the SparkPoint at 
Skyline College Facebook Page! 

Event Staff  |  Photo by Victor Huertas
Article by Heather Smith | Assistant Project Director, BACC.

Autism in the College Classroom 
Event a Success

On Thursday, February 21st, the Disability Resource Center hosted 
a panel presentation on Autism in the College Classroom. The 
presenters are experts in the field of autism from San Francisco 
State University and the Autism Social Connection. Dr. Pam 
LePage, Dr. Susan Courey and Trang Ngyugen shared the latest 
theories on the causes of autism, characteristics of individuals with 
autism, challenges that students with autism may present in the 
classroom and tips on how to work to support students. 

Faculty and staff were encouraged to ask questions and engage with 
the presenters. At a time when 1 in 88 children are being diagnosed 

with autism, issues on how to support them in the college 
classroom will continue to be of utmost importance. Thank you to 
all the attendees and presenters for making this event a success!
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Rock The School Bells Hosts Hip Hop Careers 
Assembly  at South San Francisco High School

Rock The School Bells hosted a Hip Hop Careers Assembly to 
over 200 students at South San Francisco High School on Monday, 
February 25, 2013.  The panelists included  RJ Kool Raul Navalta, 
Ed Johnson aka Bboy Blakk, Nina Parks, Dregs One, Suaro and 
Larry Sun aka DJ Predakon.  The panel was moderated by Aaron 
Horner, the Executive Director of a non-profit organization called 
Soulciety.  In addition to being Hip Hop artists and practitioners, 
they also work at companies such as LinkedIn, Disney, AcroSports 
and Precita Eyes.

The Hip Hop Careers Assembly focused on how skills and 
talents developed through Hip Hop can be utilized as transferable 
skills in many different professional fields such as Business 
Marketing, Teaching, Urban Arts and Human Resources.  Panelists 
also spoke about the importance of higher education as many of 
them graduated from UC Irvine, UC Riverside and San Francisco 
State University.  Students were able to ask career related questions 
to learn more about the panelists’ career exploration process.  The 
assembly ended with a performance showcase through dance, rap 
and turntablism.
 
Article by Nate Nevado.

Community Emergency Response Team  
Training at Skyline College

The City of San Bruno and Skyline College are partnering up to 
hold a Community Emergency Response Team training course 
at the college, which started February 27, 2013 and will end with 
graduation on April 13, 2013.  Classes are held on consecutive 
Wednesday nights with the exception of the Easter break, starting 
at 6:30 p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m.
 
The training is provided free of charge and covers a wide range of 
topics related to handling disasters that occur.  The overall aim of 
the training is to provide knowledge, hone basic emergency skills 
and learn the value of working as a team to aid others in need of 
assistance.
 
Anyone can benefit from this training but it will be particularly 
useful for the college, should the property be used as an evacuation 
site or the campus needs to be evacuated.  
 
Skyline College is proud to work with the City of San Bruno and 
host this valuable class for the community at large.  
 
Rob Dean -Chief, Public Safety

Cesar E. Chavez Commemorative Luncheon
You’re Invited
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Join the Skyline College Community in our inaugural event to 
celebrate the leadership and accomplishments of Cesar E. Chavez.  
The Commemorative Luncheon is open to Faculty, Staff and the 
Community.  Enjoy works of art and photography on Cesar E. 
Chavez on display in the Multi-Cultural Center.
 
Cesar E. Chavez Commemorative Luncheon
Thursday, March 28, 2013
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Skyline College
 
RSVP to Cherie Napier at skypio@smccd.edu or call 
(650) 738-4346.
 
Hosted in Partnership with the San Mateo County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, Skyline College Financial Aid, Associated 
Students of Skyline College and The Center for Student Life and 
Leadership Development.

The Skyline View Wins Awards from the 
Associated College Press Convention 
and Journalism Association of Community 
Colleges

The Skyline View won two awards at the Associated Collegiate 
Press National College Journalism Convention, held in San 
Francisco February 28-March 3:  Best in Show for Multimedia 
Package and fourth place Best in Show for two-year college 
newspaper.  The multimedia piece, about the ocean-side piano 
playing of Mauro Fortissimo in Half Moon Bay, was produced 
by staffers Eric Wong and Rommel Conclara. Seven journalism 

students, accompanied by adviser Nancy Kaplan-Biegel, attended 
workshops and listened to several keynote speakers, including 
Storify co-founder Burt Herman and Politico reporter Michelle 
Quinn.

The awards come on the heels of last semester’s general 
excellence wins for newspaper and online journalism at the 
Journalism Association of Community Colleges NorCal 
Conference held in Sacramento. Staff won several other awards 
there, with Joe Barrack sweeping up second place for tabloid 
inside-page layout, third place for tabloid front-page layout, 
honorable mention for profile feature story, and honorable mention 
for sports game story.  Current Editor in Chief Rich Estrada picked 
up an honorable mention for sports game story as well, with an 
honorable mention for sports game photo going to Daniel Chee.  
Daniel Beckman got fourth place for tabloid inside-page layout, 
and the staff won honorable mention for editorial writing.

Accreditation Council for Business Schools 
and  Programs (ACBSP) Visit to 
Skyline College 

A group of business program faculty, staff and students met with 
Doug Viehland the Executive Director of (Accreditation Council 
for Business Schools and Programs) ACBSP on March 7, 2013 to 
discuss our progress for Skyline College being accredited by the 
agency last year.

Business Degrees that are accredited at Skyline College include: 
Lawyer’s Assistant, Multimedia Technology, Office Management, 
Accounting, Business Administration, Business Management, 
International Trade, and International Logistics.
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Backrow: Barbara Corzonkoff, Marvin Steinberg, Lori Fisher, Bill 
Bruening, Doug Viehland (ACBSP), Christine Roumbanis, Joleen 
McGrorey (student), Hellen Zhang. Frontrow: Sita Motipara, Don 
Carlson (Business Dean) and Lloyd Peña (student) Not pictured: 
Angelica Gorostiza, Jeremy Evangelista (student), Soledad 
McCarthy and Linda Whitten

SparkPoint and Opportunity Fund Partner to
Promote Savings and Asset Building for 
Single Mothers
 
Opportunity Fund, a not-for-profit social enterprise helping 
thousands of California families build financial stability, has 
partnered with SparkPoint at Skyline College to offer students and 
community members orientations to Individual Development 
Account (IDA) matched savings programs.  Currently, 
Opportunity Fund is holding orientations for an IDA specifically 
for single mothers funded by the Women’s Achievement Network 
and Development Alliance Program (WANDA).  

The IDA program is a 2:1 matched savings program which 
encourages eligible single mothers to build their savings towards 
future asset goals such as furthering their children’s education, 
their own education, investing in retirement or purchasing a home.  
Participants work with financial coaches at SparkPoint at Skyline 
College and Opportunity Fund to gain financial education, create 
a budget and implement a savings plan for a period of up to three 
years.  The maximum amount a participant may save is $2,000 
which the IDA program matches twice over for a total of $6,000 in 
savings. 

Business Speaker Series
The first lecture of the Spring 2013 Skyline College Business 
Speaker Series was held February 13, 2013. Over a hundred 
members of the Skyline College community attended the lecture. 
Celia Canfield spoke about Where’s the Green in Green? Canfield 
engaged the group in discussion on the definitions of green and 
sustainability and challenged the audience to become part of the 
future of green business. She also explained the impact of social 
media and technology as it pertains to the direction industry 
leaders are taking to attain a growing “green dominant market 
globally.” For those who missed the lecture, you can see the lecture 
slides at http://skylinecollege.edu/kappabetadelta/index.php. Kappa 
Beta Delta will add the speech after editing to its website. 

On February 27, 2013, Rhonda Abrams spoke to the Skyline 
College community on the topic of Social Media Entrepreneurs: 
“What’s new in Marketing” as the second lecture in the Business 
Speaker Series.  The event drew in over 150 students and faculty 
as Abrams engaged listeners with personal interactions regarding 
social media usage and a modern presentation that emphasized the 
importance of social media in our business world today. 
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Ingrid Holguin, Savings Program Director of Opportunity Fund, and 
Elizabeth Valencia, IDA Customer Service Associate, conducting a 
WANDA IDA Orientation at SparkPoint on Feb 28, 2013.
Photo Credit:  Melanie Espinueva
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Accreditation Update 
News Flash! Did you 
know that Skyline 
College has been busy 
working this academic 
year revamping 
resources to improve 
student success?  
Exemplifying these 
efforts are the 
handbooks which are 
available on the 
redesigned Skyline 
College website. You can 
find various updated 

handbooks, some of which you can access following the links 
below:

•        Student Handbook 2012–2013 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/centerforstudentlife/assets/
documents/studentHandbook1213.pdf
 
•       Faculty Handbook 2012-2013
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facultystaff/assets/documents/
facultyhandbook20122013.pdf
 
•       Distance Education Faculty Handbook   January 2013
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/distanceeducation/assets/doc-
uments/DEhandbookskylinefeb2013.pdf
 
Skyline Shines!
 
Article by BUS. 401 - Business Communication Students
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