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Vanessa Chosa Awarded the 2013 University 
of California Santa Cruz Pister Scholarship

Vanessa Chosa, Skyline College EOPS/CARE/CalWORKS 
student is the �rst Skyline College single parent student to win 
the prestigious UC Santa Cruz Pister Scholarship. 

�e Karl S. Pister Leadership Opportunity Award was established 
in 1993 by Chancellor Pister to increase opportunities for 
outstanding, talented California community college students 
who have overcome adverse circumstances and have a 
demonstrated commitment to assisting and improving the lives 
of others. The Leadership Program offers a $20,000 scholarship, 
plus summer work opportunities. Vanessa Chosa, a �rst generation 
college student, joins a prestigious circle of  EOPS students who are 
former Pister Scholars.  

Ms. Chosa will study Latin American Studies.  Before coming to 
Skyline College, Vanessa attended Peninsula High School. During 
her �rst semester at Skyline College, Vanessa was awarded the 
Friends of Skyline College scholarship. “I realized how much I 
enjoyed learning and that my past experiences do not predict my 
future.”  “At Skyline, I have received the most support from teachers 
and counselors in my life.” Vanessa is an exceptionally dedicated 
student. She has also been working on campus as a CalWORKs 
work-study student assistant. 

Vanessa Chosa’s EOPS family is delighted and honored to laud her 
accomplishments. We are certain that Vanessa will continue to use 
her life experiences and future achievements to signi�cantly enrich 
the campus community and the world around her.  

Article by Imelda Hermosillo. Photo by Javier Urena.                      

 

The 8th Annual Pilipino Cultural Night  
at Skyline College: Layunin

This year’s production, on May 2nd and 4th, 2013, drew on 
pre-colonial Filipino history, bringing us back to the Philippine 
island of Palawan during ancient times as a possessed datu (or 
chie�an) attempted to rule the entire island while his banished 
son and daughter fought to keep the peace amongst the tribes. 
The story was written by the English 104 AK class under the 
supervision of head writer Danika Gutierrez, who was also in 
charge of last year’s production, Kapre & Me. �e students were 
able to successfully sell tickets for two shows, a preview night and 
gala night, attended not only by friends and family members, but 
also past PCN alumni who wanted to support the next generation 
of PCN students. On gala night, a�er the show, the Kababayan 
Community also celebrated graduates and transfer students, 
awarding stoles and program patches not only to the students, 
but to our departing Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching 
Assistant for 2012-2013, Joyce Benedicto.

A limited number of the Layunin hooded sweatshirts ($25) are 
still available, and the DVDs of the Gala Night show ($15) 
will be on sale in a few weeks. Please contact Liza Erpelo at 
erpelol@smccd.edu or x 4119 if you are interested in purchasing 
either of these items. All proceeds from the show go toward future 
productions and activities for the Kababayan Program and its very 
active and dynamic student-initiated and student-run programs: 
Filipino Student Union, Kapatiran Mentorship Program, and 
Kababayan Dance Troupe.



�is show would not be possible without the help and support 
of several important people: Kababayan advisors Liza Erpelo, 
Melanie Espinueva, and Nate Nevado; guest choreographer and 
PCN alumnus Jonathan Tioseco; Theater Events Manager 
Alan Ceccarelli and the members of his Drama 680SA: Technical 
Production/Stagecra� class; Katie Beverly in Graphic Arts/
Production; and our deans and their assistants: Mary Gutierrez 
and Kennya Ruiz, Donna Bestock and Kathy Fitzpatrick, and 
Joe Morello and Sandra Hatzistratis.

Article by Liza Erpelo. Photos by Justin Aquino, JKino Photography. 

Skyline College Sophomore, 
Anna Nguyen,  Finishes Second in 
Badminton State Championships

Skyline College sophomore, Anna Nguyen, �nished second in the 
California Community College Athletic Association (CCCAA) 
Badminton Championship contested at Pasadena City College 
on May 10-11. Nguyen was seeded third in Northern California 
and overcame several highly ranked players in reaching the �nal. 
Nguyen defeated Kim Jonatan of Fullerton College in straight sets 
by scores of 21-12 and 21-12. Anna then upset the number one 
seeded Southern California player, Darby Duprat of San Diego City 
College, in dominating fashion winning in two quick games by 
scores of 21-10 and 21-11. 

Her two victories advanced Nguyen to the semi-�nals against 
defending state champion Angie Ortiz of Pasadena City College. 
It was Ortiz a year earlier that knocked Nguyen out of the 
championships. �e rematch had a di�erent outcome. Ortiz won 
the �rst game as Nguyen faulted on several serves by a margin of 
21-18. In the second game Ortiz built an early lead and was ahead 
18-12 when Nguyen began playing her best badminton of the 
weekend. Using a de� touch and aggressive approach, Anna ran o� 
nine consecutive points winning the second game by a margin of 
21-18. With the momentum clearly on her side, Nguyen dispatched 
Ortiz in the third game 21-17 to advance to the finals.

In the �nal awaiting Anna was the top ranked and undefeated 
player of the year Sheung Wi “Pinky” Li. Li, a freshman at 
DeAnza College, was riding the wave of an undefeated season 
having a perfect 26-0 singles record and having not dropped a set 
all year. In the �nal, the feisty Nguyen of Skyline College gave Li 
all she could handle. In the opening set Li fell behind 9-8, went 
ahead 13-9, but Nguyen cut the margin to 16-15. Li’s talent really 
showed toward the end of the set as she used a pair of overhead 
smashes and a crosscourt cutter to win the set at 21-17. Nguyen 
in the second set was only down 7-6 when Li went on an 8-1 run 
effectively ending the match and cruising to a 21-11 victory.

“Anna played with a lot more con�dence than when I faced her 
before,” Li said. “She had just beaten Angie. She doesn’t give up.” 
Anna’s second place �nish was the highest by a Skyline College 
player since 2008 when Maggie Ho won the state championship.

Article by Joe Morello.
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Students Win with Youth Entrepreneurship 
Program Business Plan Competition!

On May 15, 2013, the Youth Entrepreneurship Program at Skyline 
College (YEP) hosted the Spring 2013 Business Plan Competition 
Finals Round & Awards Ceremony. This will mark YEP’s third 
competition since May of 2012 and its first to launch district-wide.  
�is competition was made possible in part, due to collaborative 
e�orts between Cañada College and College of San Mateo. For the 
�rst time, students enrolled in any one of the district’s colleges were 
able participate in the same competition. 

�e Finals Round was held on Skyline College’s campus. Students 
throughout the district were given the opportunity to present their 
business plans to a panel of industry judges from various business 
backgrounds and companies, including PG&E, �e San Bruno 
Chamber of Commerce and Prudential Financial. Students that 
participated in this competition received one-on-one coaching and 
mentoring from business owners and faculty to help re�ne and 
perfect their business plans.

Cash prizes, totaling $3,500 were awarded to three winning 
business plans. 

And the winners are…

• 1st place award of $2,000 went to Student Speak Station, a unique 
business that focuses on media-based learning tools. Campus: CSM

• 2nd place award of $1,000 went to Hotdog Creators, a gourmet 
restaurant featuring exquisite hotdog creations from around the 
world. Campus: Skyline College

• 3rd place award of $500 went to Guzzlers Custom Auto Body, 
an auto body repair shop designed especially for the high-end, 
car enthusiast. Campus: Skyline College

 
 

Congratulations to the three winners!!

We would like to thank all faculty, students and sta� for their 
support of YEP and the competition!

All students who took part in the YEP competition were also 
eligible to compete in the BEC Boost State-wide Business Plan 
Competition for a chance to win a grand prize of $5,000. 

State-wide Update: Out of over 600 entries, two YEP participants 
Jerry Reynolds and Kevin Garrett, advanced onto the semi-final 
round of the BEC Boost State-wide competition. Congrats to 
the students! 

For more information on the Business Plan Competition or 
on how to be involved in YEP, please contact Pcyeta Jackson: 
jacksonp@smccd.edu.

Article by Pcyeta Jackson. Photos by Elizabeth Tablan.
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 District-Wide Student Business Plan 

Competition

For more information:
Pcyeta Jackson
jacksonp@smccd.edu
(650) 738-7097

Spring 2013

1st Place: $2,000
2nd Place: $1,000
3rd Place: $500
All participants will receive one-on-one 
business coaching, plus a wealth of 
resources to help jump start a business!

Competition

Finals & Awards 
Ceremony
Wednesday • May 15 • 5 to 7 pm
Skyline College
Building 6, Room 6206



Sixth Annual Honors Research Symposium
May 4, 2013 – Skyline College Rocks Stanford!

For the sixth year in a row, the Skyline College Honors Transfer 
Program members at the Symposium did an outstanding job of 
presenting their original research projects to over 300 honors 
students and faculty from community colleges throughout the state.

�e following students were presenters this year: Deanna Badong 
(English/ENVS), Jordan Chan (Physics), Gabriel Denham 
(Computer Science/Physics), Phyo Htut (Physics), Sarah Kay 
(English/Political Science), Maryam Khan (Physics), Noemi Lassat 
(Biology), Rashin Parsa (Anthro), Jenny Phamhi (Biology/
Adaptive PE), Aruna Singh (Biology) Tulsi Solani (Biology), 
Aaron Tun (Physics) & Zhiteng Yan (Physics). The competition 
to be selected was sti�:  44% of the proposals submitted were 
selected this year.

A number of faculty mentors and discipline professors 
provided inspiration and support: Shari Booksta�, Chip Chandler, 
Jeff Diamond, Katharine Harer, Nick Kapp, Ilkka Koskelo, Melissa 
Michelitsch & Lori Slicton. Add to the list Skyline College faculty 
members who volunteered to serve as moderators of student 
sessions: Jim Bowsher, Luciana Castro, Stephen Fredricks, Gregg 
Grist & Katharine Harer. Katharine has also served as the Chair 
of the Proposal Committee and a member of the Symposium 
Planning Committee since the inception of the event. Honors 
Transfer Program Counselor, Joyce Lee, is also an original Planning 
Committee member. Joyce is in charge of Registration, a herculean 
task which she performs gracefully and e�ciently.

�e Honors Research Symposium is a stimulating day of 
celebrating student scholarship. Next year it will be held at 
UC Berkeley, and Skyline College students are already working 
on projects to present.

Article by Katharine Harer.
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New Energy Systems Technology Management 
(ESTM) Department Pilots  Solar and Energy 
Efficiency Courses with PG&E
�e new Energy Systems Technology Management (ESTM) 
department at Skyline College piloted two solar courses and a 
commercial energy e�ciency course with PG&E’s Paci�c Energy 
Center (PEC) in April. �e PEC is a customer-funded education 
and training program that o�ers dozens of courses annually to the 
public on topics related to renewable energy and energy e�ciency. 

�e facility, located in the South of Market area of San Francisco, 
serves a similar audience to the college: new entrants to the 
�eld and experienced professionals looking for the next step 
in their career. 

PEC courses are mostly one-day workshops on special energy 
topics, taught by experts in the �eld, designed with input from 
industry advisement. �e courses usually do not require prior 
training, and historically do not o�er credentials or formal 
pathways to employment. 

�at’s where Skyline College ESTM faculty and PEC leaders and 
instructors see an opportunity for partnership. �e pilot courses, 
a solar credentialing course, a solar thermal course, and a 3-day 
commercial building energy auditing course, created models for 
PEC students to earn college credit toward degrees and certi�cates 
in the ESTM programs at the college. �e college also enables the 
PEC to o�er a solar industry credential from the North American 
Board of Certi�ed Energy Practitioners (NABCEP).

ESTM department faculty Bruce Greenstein, Doug Faust, Peter 
Waring, and Aaron Wilcher worked with Pete Shoemaker, the 
PEC Renewables Coordinator, and Ryan Stroupe, the PEC Energy 
E�ciency Coordinator on a partnership they feel makes practical 
sense, using existing resources. �e special topics solar courses 
at the PEC met a need in ESTM curriculum, and Shoemaker 
and Stroupe were able to �ll the need with curriculum they 
have in hand. 
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Pete Shoemaker of the PG&E Paci�c Energy Center dives into a solar 
thermal lesson.

In one model for the partnership, current college students signed 
up for the PEC courses through the regular Skyline College sched-
ule of classes. In another model, students who showed up through 
PG&E’s registration can �ll out a petition for “Credit by Exam” at 
no cost through a program called CTE Transitions. �e programs 
allowed the college to serve existing and new students. 

The course with Ryan Stroupe, a 3-day course called, Energy 
Auditing Techniques for Small and Medium Sized Commercial 
Facilities, also enabled the college to train several college interns 
who gained work experience on energy e�ciency projects in the 
county during Spring semester. 

�e ESTM programs are o�ering an extensive summer solar course, 
ENVS 411, Solar Design, Estimation, and Sales and a high school 
program, ESTM 680SA, Summer Energy Camp. Starting in Fall, 
2013, solar and energy efficiency courses and labs the college move 
from the Environmental Science and Technology (ENVS) program 
to the ESTM department. For more information about the classes 
and programs, please visit the department’s website:
www.SkylineCollege.edu/estm

For more information on the PG&E Paci�c Energy Center, go to 
their website: www.pge.com/pec/

You can also email or call Skyline College ESTM program staff for 
more information.

Aaron Wilcher, Program Coordinator
(650) 738-4498 or wilchera@smccd.edu

Rita Gulli, Project Director
(650) 738-4491 or gullir@smccd.edu 

Article & Photo by Aaron Wilcher.

The Kababayan Program at Skyline College 
Presents: Aming Kuwento II: The Next Chapter

In 2008, the Kababayan Program and Filipino Student Union at 
Skyline College published their �rst book, Aming Kuwento: Our 
Stories, a collection of artwork, photography, poetry, short stories, 
and essays about the Filipino and Filipino American experience.  
Students, faculty, sta�, and community members all contributed 
to the project, which was funded by a Trustees’ Fund for Program 
Improvement awarded in Fall 2004. The book was inspired by the 
words of Evangeline “Vangie” Buell, co-founder of the East Bay 
chapter of the Filipino American National Historical Society:

“If we do not tell our own history, then others will tell it for us—
as they interpret it—and we will risk losing the essence and truth 
about the Filipino American experience. �at history could fade 
from memory, and one day, our children’s children could be asking, 
‘Who were our ancestors? What were they like? What did they do?’ 
and there could be no one to answer and nowhere to look.”
Five years later, thanks to a second Trustees’ Grant, the Kababayan 
Program has produced a second volume, Aming Kuwento II: �e 

Next Chapter.  �is time, the book 
was created by the students in Liza 
Erpelo’s class, Literature 267 AK: 
Filipino American Literature. �e 
students in the class created the 
call for submissions, served as the 
editorial board for the project, and 
came up with the concepts for the 
cover art. �e books were published 
by 360 Digital Books.

Aming Kuwento II: �e Next Chapter 
was o�cially released on Monday, 
May 20, 2013 at a book launching 
party at Skyline College in the Host-
ing Gallery of the Multiculturl
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Center in Building 4.�e contributors were invited to share their 
selections from the book and refreshments were served. Books are 
available for sale in the Kababayan Community office (4-246) at 
$15 each. All proceeds from the book will go to the “Friends of 
Kababayan” fund, a community-supported fund to provide 
resources such as educational materials, supplies, equipment, 
and scholarships for the Kababayan Program students, faculty 
and sta�.

Article and photos by Liza Erpelo.

Congratulations to the Graduates!

The 43rd Annual Commencement Ceremony took place on 
the evening of Friday, May 24th at 5:00 p.m. at the Skyline College 
Gymnasium. This year more than 250 students participated in the 
ceremonies. Seating accommodated the family members of the 
record number of participants on a �rst-come, �rst-serve basis. 
Over�ow seating (and refreshments) were provided in Building 4. 
�e public could also watch the live video stream of the ceremony 
by going to www.SkylineCollege.edu.

�e student speaker was 
Andrea Gabriel, daughter of Poe and Sila’ila’I Gabriel, a native of 
San Diego, California. In 2009 Andrea found herself in the Bay 
Area and began her Skyline College career in the fall of 2011. While 
at Skyline College she has been a two-time recipient of the Grove 
Scholarship Award, a member of the Phi �eta Kappa International 
Honors Society, and a Dean’s List student. 

Andrea’s future plans include continuing her studies and pursuing 
a double major in Early Childhood Education and Psychology in 
order to become a Marriage and Family �erapist. Andrea has 
been blessed with support from her family and programs at Skyline 
College such as TRiO, EOPS and the SparkPoint Center. �is love 
and support has given her a renewed aspiration for learning and a 
genuine willingness to give back to her community.

The keynote speaker was Juan Sepúlveda, the Senior Advisor 
for Hispanic A�airs at the Democratic National Committee 
(DNC), having been named to this new position in November 
2011. He led the DNC portion of the Latino Obama 2012 team 
that helped re-elect President Obama with a record-level of 
Hispanic support (75%).

Prior to joining the DNC, Juan led the White House Initiative 
on Educational Excellence for Hispanics for the Obama 
Administration for two-and-a-half years, having been appointed 
on May 19, 2009 to the position of Executive Director. In this 
position, he built a national Latino education network of Latino 
leaders and key community stakeholders by convening half-day 
Community Conversations in more than 100 communities in 35 
states, Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C., with more than 10,000 
people participating. Juan designed and facilitated the first-ever 
White House Hispanic Policy Conference. Co-sponsored with 
the White House Office of Public Engagement, 160 Hispanic 
leaders from 25 states, D.C. and Puerto Rico joined over 100 
Administration o�cials over two days to discuss the President’s 
agenda and its impact on the Hispanic community and more 
importantly, to strategize on how to best move forward together 
to improve outcomes and access for the Hispanic community. 

Before joining the Obama Administration, Juan had been a 
senior executive, strategist, and advocate in the nonpro�t and 
philanthropic communities, with a focus in community 
development, capacity building, and transformational 
management for more than 20 years. He was president of The 
Common Enterprise (TCE), which he founded in 1995 as an 
outgrowth of a national Rockefeller Foundation initiative to help 
build stronger communities across America by making nonpro�ts, 
philanthropic organizations, governments, businesses, and 
communities more e�ective as they tackled signi�cant critical 
social issues in more than 35 states and nationally.

Mr. Sepulveda received a 
bachelor’s degree in 
government from Harvard 
University. �e  third Latino 
ever to be awarded a Rhodes 
Scholarship, he graduated with 
a combined degree in politics, 
philosophy, and economics 
from the Queens College of 
Oxford University. He received 
a J.D. from Stanford Law 
School and has been 
admitted to the Texas Bar.
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Spring Formal Dance Showcase
�e Skyline College Dance Program performed their �rst formal 
show this spring semester on May 10, 2013 in the theater! There 
were two show times: a matinee at 2 p.m. and an evening show at 
7 p.m. Even though the backstage and tech crew member numbers 
were low, with Alan Ceccarelli (�eater Events Manager) managing 
light and tech, Jude Navari (Music/Voice professor) running back 
stage, Amber Steele (Dance Instructor) managing music, Brandi 
Rhodes (student/stage manager), and Zack Bruno (concert band 
conductor/Music Instructor) kindly manning the lobby for us, the 
amazing show ran smoothly in under two hours.

�rough the Dance Exchange Project, which began this year, we 
were able to recruit dancers from other colleges and high schools in 
the area to be a part of the show. �e Dance Exchange Project is an 
outreach program led by the Dance Production Class (DANC 400) 
and the Skyline College Dance Honor Society (a Chapter of the 
National Honor Society for Dance Arts). Students and 
Professor Steele visit nearby high schools and lead a dance and 
choreography workshop for the high school dance students. �e 
workshops conclude with an open forum about attending Skyline 
College and joining the dance program on campus. Each high 
school that we visit then sends dancers to perform a number in 
our formal dance showcase at the end of the semester. 

A grand total of 28 pieces were performed in the show, including: 
over 20 dancers from Jefferson High School, nearly 20 dancers from 
College of San Mateo, including Performance Dance Ensemble and 
the Professor Joan Walton’s Social Dance classes, five tap dancers 
from Mercy High School in Burlingame, dancers/cheerleaders from 
Terra Nova High School, plus thirty of the Skyline College dancers 
from the Dance Production Class (DANC 400), Modern Dance 
class (DANC 110) and the Skyline College Chapter of the National 
Honor Society for Dance Arts, plus another dozen or more from 
�e Skyline College Kababayan Dance Troupe. �e high school 
performers had a great time and are excited to perform again next 
year. Mercy Burlingame’s dance director, Gary Ferguson, wrote 
to Professor Steele, “I can’t thank you enough for inviting us to 
perform with you. My girls had a blast...”

Following the show Professor Steele received:
• an invitation from Nate Nevado, asking our dancers to perform 
at Rock the School Bells next year
• great thanks and promises to participate next year from CSM, 
Mercy Burlingame & Jefferson High Schools
• an amazing email from the dance director, Gary Ferguson, 
at Mercy High School, who suggested that Skyline College hold 
an annual competition for his dancers to earn a place in our 
formal showcase. He also o�ered to collaborate on promotions 
and costuming in the future.

We look forward to next year’s show!

�e Skyline College Kababayan Dance Troupe

Flash Mob Finale

Article by Cierra Peel. Photos by R.R. Photography.
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Marketing Communications & 
Public Relations Wins Awards 
for 2011-2012 Annual Report
�e �rst ever Skyline College Annual Report was entered into 
the San Francisco Gallery Impression Awards and won the Silver 
Award for Superb Cra�smanship. �e Report was also entered in 
the state-wide competition and won a Silver Award there as well.   
�e piece served as a branded means of communication for the 
community, supporters, funders and the Board of Trustees.  

�e newly assembled Marketing, Communications & Public 
Relations team produced the Report in August 2012. The team 
included Keisha Ford - Support/Photo Research, Helen Hueg - 
Design/Layout/Graphics, Cherie Napier - Project Manager/Editing 
and Dr. Gina Rosabal - Writing/Editing/Research.

Article by Cherie Napier. Photo by Raul Guerra.

Administrative Leadership Team Trained  
for Emergency Response

On May 16, 2013 the Skyline College Administrative Leadership 
Team engaged in a full day Table-Top workshop on the e�ective 
activation of the Emergency Operations Plan. Participants were 
assigned speci�c roles and received emergency brie�ngs from the 
facilitators. �e exercise was facilitated by Maloney and Associates.  

�e mock scenario involved a report that six inmates from San 
Bruno Jail escaped and were last seen on the campus of Skyline 
College. Workshop participants activated a Level III Emergency 
Operations Command Center and e�ectively responded to the 
situation as it escalated and subsided to result in the full 
apprehension of all inmates.  

�e participants debriefed a�er the exercise, identifying the most 
e�ective responses and areas that can be strengthened in order 
to ensure an e�ective activation in the future. President Stanback 
Stroud indicated that the team will re-visit the Skyline College 
Emergency Operations Plan in order to incorporate lessons learned.  

Under the leadership of Vice Chancellor José Nuñez, the district 
support was immeasurable. �e event certainly made the team 
much more equipped to handle emergencies and provide safe 
e�ective leadership and guidance for the college in the event of an 
emergency or disaster. �e training team was superb as was the 
organization of the exercise itself. �e team certainly learned a 
lot and it also became much more aware of areas that need to 
be strengthened.  

�anks go out to all on the team a job well done and for their 
dedication in serving this great college. �e team will be re-visiting 
our plan, updating it, addressing the areas that we learned are in 
need of our attention and practicing even more to be the Alpha 
Team when it comes to guarding the safety of our college 
and community.  

Article by Regina Stanback Stroud. Photos by participating members.



Accreditation Update 
�e accreditation self-evaluation is in the �nal stages. 
�e document is being edited for grammatical errors, 
adherence to style guides, and that the document should 
speak with one voice. �e team is also �nalizing the front 
pages of the document, reviewing evidence cited, checking 
links for accuracy, and working on de�ning acronyms used 
in the document.  
�e Co-Chairs received approval for Accreditation 
Self-Evaluation Draft 3 from the Classified Council, 
Academic Senate, Associated Students (ASSC) and 
Management Council.  

�e feedback from all constituency groups is that the 
document accurately re�ects our college and we are 
extremely proud of the results. We thank the college 
community for their support and feedback and to 
everyone involved in the writing of the self-evaluation.   
Skyline Shines! 
Article by Donna Bestock and Christine Roumbanis.
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