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Group visit to the Oakland Museum where participants viewed “Power to the People: Black Panthers at 50”,
one of the many events included in Skyline College’s celebration of African American Heritage Month.
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Skyline College Celebrates African
American History Month

Historically Black Colleges & Universities Transfer Panel
FEB 21 | 3:00pm – 5:00pm | Fireside Dining Room
Learn about HBCU life at a panel discussion with HBCU alumni
Brothers & Sisters Conference
FEB 28 | 9:00am – 2:00pm | Bldg 6, Rm 6-202
Student conference on navigating college
Article by Connor Fitzpatrick

Skyline College Launches DREAM Center

African American History Month kicked off on February 1
and the Associated Students (ASSC) and Black Student Union
(BSU) hosted tons of events to commemorate the wide ranging
experiences of African Americans in the U.S. and to connect and
share information with the campus community.
National African American History Month celebrates the
contributions that African Americans have made to American
history in their struggles for freedom and equality and deepens
our understanding of our Nation’s history. Black History Month
officially began in 1976, when President Gerald R. Ford asked
Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often
neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of
endeavor throughout our history.”¹ Every year since then, every
American president has dedicated February as African American
History Month.

A new student support center named the DREAM Center opened
on February 1st, designed to be a “one-stop” resource and support
center for students and community members seeking information
about issues related to immigration, in response to student
requests in the current climate. The Dream Center is located with
the SparkPoint and Career Services Center in Building 1, offering a
safe, caring place for students and providing personalized support
in their educational journey, as well as for community members.
DREAM Center staff create a welcoming environment, while
students and community members navigate matters related to
AB540 admissions, DACA, the California Dream Act, EOPS
(Extended Opportunities Programs & Services), the BOG (Board
of Governors) Fee Waiver, referrals to Assessment & Counseling,
and the essentials of full matriculation at Skyline College. The
Center provides a centralized space that will partner with campus
resources, community-based organizations, legal services and
conduct various workshops connecting students to important
college and community resources and providing relevant
information to ensure student success in college. Additionally, the
work of the DREAM Center includes professional development
opportunities for campus faculty, staff, administrators, and
students to be informed and prepared to be engaged in this work.

A few of this year’s events included and includes:
African American History Month Kick-off and Resource Fair
FEB 1 | 12:00pm – 2:00pm | Fireside Dining Room
Grab some dessert, and play games and trivia in the Fireside
Dining Room!
All The Power to the People Exhibit
FEB 3 | 11:00am – 3:00pm | Oakland Museum
Join a group visit to the Oakland Museum’s exhibition celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the black panthers.
Equity Training Series: Whiteness & Racism
FEB 10 | 12:00pm – 3:00pm
Professional Development discussion for faculty and staff

A group of students, staff, and faculty came together, guided by
students’ requests to develop and shape the center. The work
of this group was focused on making the center a robust and
comprehensive resource center for students, their families, and
community members to receive timely information and referrals

13th Documentary Discussion
FEB 13 | 11:30am – 1:30pm | Skyline College Theater
Panel Discussion tackles issues of racism and mass incarceration
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to support their needs. A grand opening celebration will be held
in late February.

to expand the Clean Energy sector workforce.
The morning presentations concluded with new inverter
technology presented by Alex Dinh from SolarEdge. Kevin West
and Matt Lugar from BeamReach Solar provided an impressive
live demonstration on the Theater Stage introducing new solarpanel technology that significantly reduces the time, ease, and
safety when installing solar panels on commercial rooftops.

Article by Cherie Colin

Clean Energy Showcase Hosted on Campus

Afternoon presentations by San Mateo County Office of
Sustainability, Peninsula Clean Energy, and CLEAResult provided
the audience with information about clean energy initiatives,
energy service alternatives, and educated the public about the
importance of energy efficiency.
The event also featured a Clean Energy Showcase exhibition
hall during the lunch hour for attendees to mix and mingle with
solar and energy service providers so they may learn about their
products, services, education, and career opportunities. Exhibitors
included Aurora Solar, Bay Area Regional Energy Network,
BeamReach Solar, CLEAResult, Climate Corps Bay Area, Energize
Colleges, Home Energy Upgrade, Grid Alternatives, NorCal Solar,
PG&E Pacific Energy Center, Office of Sustainability-San Mateo
County, Peninsula Clean Energy, Strategic Energy Innovations,
SolarCity, SolarEdge, Sunrun, SunWork, and of course, Skyline
College’s Center for Sustainable Construction.

On January 20, 2017, Skyline College welcomed college and
high school students, graduates, community, and industry to
the Clean Energy Showcase held in the Skyline College theater.
This event provided an opportunity to inform people about the
Clean Energy sector and the innovative programs at Skyline
College that support this high-growth industry. The Clean Energy
Showcase was developed through a collaboration between the
Center for Sustainable Construction and Workforce Development
departments at Skyline College.

Special thanks to Program Director Rita Gulli, Program Services
Coordinator Jose Iniguez, Theater Events Manager Joshua Harris,
Associate Professor Bruce Greenstein, Assistant Professor Joan
Connolly, Dean Ray Hernandez, Career and Workforce Programs,
Career Services Center, Environmental Club, Public Information
Office, and Sustainable Ambassadors Network.

The Clean Energy Showcase was a great success and well
received by over 90 attendees! Associate Professor/Department
Coordinator Bruce Greenstein welcomed the audience and
provided a brief overview of the program and courses in Energy
Systems Technology Management (ESTM), as well as the high
school Green Construction Program that Skyline College has
established at Capuchino High School.

This informative and educational event was funded by Proposition
39 Program Improvement Funds and California Community
College’s “Doing What Matters”TM for Jobs and the Economy
Initiative. With continued support, Skyline College plans to
establish the Center for Sustainable Construction as a premier
education, training, and recruitment destination for the Clean
Energy Sector.

A timely and relevant keynote address by Dr. Jamie Orr, Bay Area
Region Deputy Sector Navigator for Energy, Construction, and
Utilities, provided an insightful overview of the Clean Energy
sector including where the jobs are, how students obtain these
jobs, some of the emerging technologies, and public policies on
the horizon.
The keynote address was followed by a presentation by Hilary
Ego, Utility and Sustainability Specialist for San Mateo County
Community College District (SMCCCD). Ms. Ego discussed the
realities of climate change and the solutions that exist in education

Article by Jose Iniguez, Rita Gulli, Bruce Greenstein | Photo by
William Nacouzi
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Career Services Center Celebrates Employer
Generosity and Community Involvement

Skyline College Hosts the California
Acceleration Winter Institute

From January 27, 2017 to January 29, 2017, Skyline College
hosted the California Acceleration Project’s Winter Institute
where more than 115 math and English faculty from Northern
California participated in professional development in math
and English. The California Acceleration Project provides
professional development for math and English faculty across
the state to help colleges provide greater support for faculty
working to transform remediation and create greater access to
and completion of transfer-level math and English courses.

For nearly fifty years, Skyline College has served thousands of
students as they work to enhance their lives. Whether they enroll
for academic, professional, or recreational reasons, students benefit
most from our support during times of collaboration between
our campus and our community. When we work in tandem with
our neighboring companies, Skyline College demonstrates our
mission to empower and transform at its best.
The Career Services Center was generously recognized by
Enterprise Holdings for consistently supporting their employment
efforts. In appreciation for referring qualified students to their
organization, Stacey Caceres, Talent Acquisition Specialist,
Airport Region, awarded Career Services with a $1500 donation.
“We currently employ 10 Skyline students at our SFO location as
well as automotive positions in our service center. We are very
pleased with their work and would like to extend our gratitude
to Skyline Career Services for their partnership and cooperation”.
Career Services extends sincere thanks to Stacey and Enterprise
Holdings.

The three-day workshop included guidance on transforming
classroom pedagogy as well as institutional policies to facilitate
the efficient and effective completion of math and English
requirements. The Skyline College Math Department’s Phillip
Williams, Younga Choi, Miranda Wang, David Hasson, Sean
Nguyen and Andrew Yu participated in the event as they work
to create stronger student support, equity, and access for our
students.
Article and photo by Chris Gibson

Career Services counselors were also invited for a third year to
participate in the Watermark Conference for Women in Silicon
Valley on February 1. This community service effort allowed career
faculty members to provide resume review sessions designed to
offer job seekers assistance and presentation tips. The conference,
held in San Jose, was attended by 6,500 women—and some
forward thinking men—for a day of “community and connection,
information and inspiration, and motivation and momentum”.
Speakers included Madeleine Albright, Condoleezza Rice, Sheryl
Sandberg, and Viola Davis, quite a group of barrier-breaking
women. Serving as volunteers was rewarding and enlightening.
It was a pleasure to assist women in setting and achieving
professional goals as they seek to network and grow within one of
the world’s most cutting edge career environments.

Associated Students of Skyline College
Hosts International Holocaust
Remembrance Day

The Associated Students of Skyline College (ASSC) and the
Center for Student Life and Leadership started off the spring

Article by Lavinia Zanassi
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semester with a powerful and moving event in honor of
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The event was
hosted in the Fireside Dining Room on Thursday, January
26, one day before the official International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. A week prior, the ASSC visited the Museum
of Tolerance in Los Angeles for their spring retreat focusing
on cultural consciousness and diversity training. It was at the
museum they learned about the holocaust genocide of Jews.

moments that Skyline College students will be able to participate
in all month long, while being actively engaged in learning more
about protest politics, social movements, community activism,
and social justice, and the contributions black people have made
to this country, and will continue to make to this country.
The visit to the Oakland Museum provided Skyline College
students an opportunity to be exposed to the rich history that
exist in their Bay Area backyard, and to learn more about the
true nature of the Black Panther Party for Self Defense, and their
quest to improve the lives of impoverished people and eliminate
the violence and police brutality that many experienced in their
daily lives. To the surprise of our ASTEP students, our ASTEP
scholarship donors come out in solidarity to support Skyline
College’s visit to the museum.

The ASSC wanted to bring back their experiences from the
museum and bring it back to campus. In honor of International
Holocaust Remembrance Day, the ASSC mimicked the
experience rendered at the Museum of Tolerance. The
interactive experience recreated what Jews went through
with different informational tables, starting with a checkin table. Students received a card with information about
a real child and their experiences. Students proceeded on
the walk through learning of the multitude of atrocities,
some including: sterilization, altitude and chemical warfare
testing and starvation. Students then learned about the fate
of their child and sadly most did not survive. Concluding the
walkthrough was a reflection table that highlighted acts of
intolerance and hate relevant today and challenged students to
consider what they could do as individuals to prevent history
from repeating itself. Photos and “We Remember” signs were
posted around building 6 to honor the 6 million people that
were systematically killed. Pictures that were taken of students
holding signs were sent to the World Jewish Congress to
contribute to their “We Remember Commemoration” marking
the largest Holocaust Remembrance event.

During a self-guided exhibit exploration, students were met with a
historic gallery of amazing examples of what the commemoration
of the Black Panther Party was genuinely about. This time capsule
of history demonstrated for the students, that any social movement
that happens in our country begins with youth and focused
education. Students learned that the average age for a Black Panther
member was 19, and that in order to be a participating associate,
one had to study, read, and actively work in the community to
aid in resisting systemic racism encountered by Black Americans
in this country. Highlights from the exhibit included the various
programs that the Black Panthers created such as: the Free Health
Clinics, the Free Breakfast For Children Programs, and Oakland
Community Schools.
By partaking in the exhibit, students were quickly able to draw
connections between what they have been learning from their
readings in their English and Literature courses, alike. The visual
witnessing of a community of people from the past, through
photos, videos, literature, newspaper, artwork, and grassroots
organizing, helped to put into perspective; those individuals from
the 1960s who put their lives and careers on the line to forge social
and political change, and to assist in making the world a better
place for exiting communities, then and now. “All Power to the
People!”

Article by Margo Feldman

Students visit “All Power to the People”
Exhibit at Oakland Museum of California

Article and Photo by Nathan Jones

Skyline College Continues to Meet
Accreditation Standards

On February 3, 2017 the Skyline College African-American
Success Through Excellence and Persistence (ASTEP) Program led
27 students to the Oakland Museum of California to experience
the ‘All Power to the People: Black Panthers at 50’ Exhibit. This
excursion kicked off one of the many celebratory Black History

The Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges,
Western Association of Schools and Colleges has reviewed
Skyline College’s Midterm Report and found that “the College has
sustained the work accomplished since the last comprehensive
5
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evaluation and has maintained compliance with standards.”
The commission also found that the College “continues to meet
the Standards identified in the 2013 External Evaluation Team
Report that linked to College Recommendation 3, which the
College satisfactorily addressed in its Follow-Up Report in 2014.”

dual enrollment, and collaborative professional development
experiences. CTE participants mapped out their high school and
community college “dream” course sequence, and brainstormed
their interests in professional development training looking
at industry-focused innovation subject matter expertise and
training in innovative instructional delivery practices. The CTE
Partnership event concluded with a mini tour of various Skyline
College CTE programs such as the “Fab Lab” (Fabrication Lab)
in Building 7, Biotechnology lab and the Solar and Building Lab
located in Pacific Heights.

The Commission expects that the changes and improvements in
College policies, procedures and practices and outcomes noted
in the Midterm Report will be sustained. The College’s next
comprehensive review will occur in Fall 2019.
Congratulations to all at Skyline College who work tirelessly to
address our accreditation needs.

Sectors represented were Automotive Technology, Biotechnology,
Culinary Arts/Hopspitality and Digital Arts, Early Childhood
Education, Electronics and Technology, Energy Systems
Management, Fashion Design, Computer Science/Network
Engineering, Photography, and Wood Technology.

Article sourced from Official Letter to Skyline College

Career Technical Education Partnership
Event

The Center for Career and Workforce Programs would like to
extend a special thank you to the following: Aaron McVean for the
continuous support of CTE advancement, Karen Gnusti, Director
of Career Tech. Ed and College Readiness, Jefferson Union High
School District and Dianna Ariani, CTE Coordinator, South San
Francisco Unified School District for their commitment to this
work and efforts in supporting our partnerships, as well as, Sharon
Turner, K-14 Pathways – Regional Technical Assistance Provider,
for providing funding for this event and additional activities to
strengthen K-12 and community college partnerships.
Article By Elizabeth Tablan | Photos by William Nacouzi

Library Launches 24/7 Chat Reference
Service

On February 2, 2017, the Center for Career and Workforce
Programs hosted a Career Technical Education (CTE) Partnership
Event that invited CTE high school teachers, coordinators and
administration from local high school feeder districts: Jefferson
Union High School and South San Francisco Unified School
District. This event aimed to create deeper and thoughtful
partnerships, alignment, and relationships that will ultimately
bring new and exciting opportunities for students. This was the
first in a series of ongoing events that intends to support CTE
pathway transitions from high school to community college
programs.
Aaron McVean, Interim Vice President of Instruction, provided a
warm welcome to the participants while Andrea Vizenor, Center
for Career and Workforce Programs Director, facilitated and led
the event’s discussions while touching upon the current state of
CTE development in K-12 and post-secondary education.

Skyline College Library has joined the QuestionPoint 24/7 Chat
Reference Service that allows Skyline College students to get
research help and information at any time. When Skyline College
librarians are not available for live chat, the 24/7 service will
connect you with a professional librarian in a cooperating college
or university from across the country. This service is ideal for

CTE Participants were separated by their career pathway/sector
area to engage in focus activities such the following: CTE program
alignment, identifying opportunities to advance articulation,
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getting help with research questions and basic information about
library services.

set up classrooms with a combination of resources and strategies
to implement in order to increase motivation. Program offerings
and instructional design strategies were offered that could help
aid in student academic IT readiness, progress and success across
industry sectors; within and outside of the classroom.

Because this is a national service staffed by librarians across the
country, many questions directly related to Skyline College or to
your library account (such as fines, book renewals, etc.) may not
be able to be answered right away—for these types of questions,
please call us at 650-738-4311.

Stay tuned as CITD will be hosting its 2nd Annual, “Connect to
Thrive Global Summit.” It will be held at Skyline College, March
23-24, 2017.

You can ask a librarian for help using the live chat box on the
library homepage http://skylinecollege.edu/library/

Author Lygia “Gigi “ Isaacs | Photos by Yvonne Reid

Article by Pearl Ly

Skyline College Welcomes New
International Students!

Bay Area Regional CITD Attends Winter ICT
Educators Conference

The International Student Program at Skyline College welcomed
more than sixty new international students from 18 countries
during the spring 2017 international student orientations. The
attendees received valuable information on the following topics:
F-1 visa regulations, employment, cultural adjustment, safety and
security, immigration laws, and academic expectations.

Yvonne Reid, Director, Center for International Trade
Development and Regional Deputy Sector Navigator began the
New Year at the 2017 Winter ICT Educators Conference. The
conference was hosted by the Western Academy Support and
Training Center (WASTC), Cisco Systems, & CCC ICT/Digital
Media Sector Navigators. The quality sessions covered topics
from: Teaching IT Essentials to At-Risk Students, Strategies on
the Integration of Robotics into Programming Classes to Cyber
Attack Threats on Advanced Manufacturing.

The main international student orientation was held on January
9, 2017. It was opened by the Dean of Global Learning Programs
and Services, Dr. Tammy Robinson. In addition to the ISP staff,
a total of eight international student ambassadors helped in the
organization of the different events. The three-day orientation
included the following activities: International Student Club panel,
campus tour, counseling presentation, International Student Club
reception, placement testing, and class registration.

Participants engaged in discussions with Peter Coffee, VP
for Strategic Research, Salesforce, Laura Chappell, Protocol
Analyst, Wireshark, CCC ICT/Digital Media Deputy Sector
Navigators, Richard Grotegut and Steve Wright, CTE faculty,
Workforce Development Directors about Internet of Things, Big
Data Analytics and their impact on our daily lives. Participants
collaborated on strategies about the need to improve motivation
and interest among students at-risk of failing school and dropping
out. Hands-on Workshops were conducted to demonstrate how to

The ISP staff want to thank the participants for helping to make
this orientation a success. The three days ran smoothly. The
International Student Orientation is an important event for
international students’ success and it wouldn’t be possible without
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the assistance of the volunteers who helped to prepare ahead of
time, and worked during the event itself. ISP will continue to
provide services and programs for international students as well
as for the entire Skyline College community.
Article & Photo by Wissem Bennani
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Upcoming Events
Brothers and Sisters Conference
Tuesday, February 28, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Theater | Building 1
High School Partner Breakfast
Friday, March 3, 2017
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Building 6 | Room 6-202
President’s Breakfast
Thursday, March 16, 2017
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
South San Francisco Conference Center
255 S Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, CA 94080
Expanding Your Horizons in
Math & Science Conferencce
Saturday, March 18, 2017
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Building 3 | Gymnasium
Connect to Thrive
Global Summit Event
March 23-24, 2017
Skyline College
WOW! Voices Now - Women on Writing
Saturday, March 25, 2017
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building 6 | Room 6-202
Human Library: A Nation of Immigrants
Tuesday, April 11, 2017
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Skyline College Library | Building 5
Student Scholarship Awards Ceremony
Thursday, May 11, 2017
4:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Skyline College Theater | Building 1
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