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Equity Summit Brings Thought Leaders to
Campus

Professor Emerita, scholar-activist, and public figure, Dr. Angela
Davis. “I would like to begin from the assumption that there
can be no social transformation with no education and that the
overarching purpose of knowledge is, indeed, to make a difference
in the social world…Ultimately it is about creating a better world,
creating a more habitable universe,” Dr. Davis said to a crowd of
over 450 attendees from all over the Bay Area, Central Valley, and
Southern California.
Dr. Davis covered a myriad of local and global issues in relation to
the current state of education. These topics included the prisonindustrial complex, post-election climate, and the history of
institutionalized oppression that continues to affect communities
of color in the United States and abroad. Dr. Davis’ address was
followed by a Community Connection mixer where participants
were able to continue the dialogue and network.

Skyline College has made a commitment to rethink and be
intentional about the way it engages teaching and learning. In an
effort to remain true to this commitment, on Friday, December 9,
2016, the college invited some of the nation’s leading scholars on
educational equity and critical pedagogy to share their theories
and practices. The program opened with a welcome from President
Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud and Nina Floro from the Center for
Transformative Teaching and Learning. Dean of Student Equity
and Support Programs, Lasana Hotep, opened the program
reminding the audience that, “As we reimagine our educational
institutions, we should consider the material needs, support
services, and pedagogy we implore in charting a new course for
student success.”

Lucia Lachmayr, an Associate Professor of Language Arts’ shared,
“The Equity Summit was a much-needed boost for me as an
educator. It helped me to reimagine the classroom beyond a safe
space to a brave space, beyond critical pedagogy to humanizing
pedagogy. It also reminded me that oftentimes we are not just
teaching content, but helping students unlearn ineffective ways of
learning as much as teaching them new ways of learning. It was
incredibly engaging, useful professional development. And to cap
it all off, Angela Davis! This summit was a much-needed tonic and
I’m very excited about continuing the discussions next semester.”
Article by Lasana Hotep and Katrina Pantig | Photo by Gino
DeGrandis

The summit featured six 15-minute equity talks addressing topics
ranging from political imaginations of STEM education and
integrating culturally relevant pedagogy. This style of short, concise
presentations kept the audience engaged throughout the day. Six of
the speakers engaged in dialogue on two separate plenary sessions:
Value of Race and Equity in Education and Equitable Pedagogical
Practices. The speakers shared a wealth of knowledge drawing
from their experiences as faculty and administrators within their
respective campuses on programs, strategies, and practices that
value difference and the lived experiences of students. This format,
alternating between short talks and plenary sessions, made for a
community-oriented and intellectually stimulating experience
adding a modern twist to the traditional model of a professional
development conference. The purpose of the Equity Summit was
for students, staff, faculty, and administrators to increase their
understanding of educational equity and learn best practices on
culturally relevant teaching. It also gave a preview of what can
be expected for the Equity Training Series (ETS), a six-week
professional development opportunity for Skyline College staff,
faculty, and administrators that will be offered in spring 2017.

San Bruno Chamber Hosts Installation and
State of the City Address

The San Bruno Chamber of Commerce hosted its 2017 Installation
of Officers and State of the City Address luncheon on Tuesday,
January 10, 2017 at Skyline College. Over 90 community members

The event culminated with a keynote address from Distinguished
2

SKYLINE COLLEGE BOARD REPORT
JANUARY 25, 2017

attended the event in the Fireside Dining Room. Skyline College
is proud to host the annual event as it has become a tradition.
Twenty-two employees of Skyline College attended the event to
support the Chamber of Commerce and hear updates from the
city of San Bruno.

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Scott Hart of PG&E was given an award for his six years of service
on the Chamber of Commerce Board as he has termed out. The
Mayor of San Bruno, Jim Ruane gave the State of the City Address,
focusing his speech on the planned developments that are moving
forward as a result of years of work along with the planning
projects currently happening. The following projects were among
those presented:

Brian Carias, KBA Docusys
Barbara Einsidl, Gordon Associates
Ron Frediani, Associated Window Cleaning
Steven Kotik, International Auto Body & Paint
Linda Larson, The Shops at Tanforan
Joey Oliva, Marshall Realty (incoming Chairman of the Board)
Rebecca Prozan, Google/YouTube
Jackie Ram, RAM JAJ Enterprises
Dennis Sammut, Artichoke Joes Casino
Pcyeta Stroud/Kari Bush, Skyline College
Wax Wain, Noori’s Restaurant

Skyline College looks forward to hosting this important
community event for years to come.

· Mixed use development at 418 San Mateo Ave. with 83 residential
units ready in late 2018
· Medical Office building
· SF Police Credit Union
· Implementation of the Walk n’ Bike Plan
· Comprehensive downtown parking management plan has begun
· Downtown streetscape plan for San Mateo Ave
· The Shops at Tanforan is in discussions about upgrades
· The Crossing Hotel, a 152 room Marriott
· Victory Honda Dealership expansion
· YouTube is growing and has acquired a total of 8 properties
· Crestmoor Neighborhood reconstruction from the pipeline
explosion will be completed in late 2017 which includes a new
neighborhood park
· Florida Ave Park
· Infrastructure project for water & sewer pipelines
· Fiber cable to homes through San Bruno Cable
· Community Service Programs
· Community Safety, increase in the police explorer program from
8 to 22 explorers
· Community Day in the Park will now be an annual event thanks
to the support of the San Bruno Community Foundation
· Community Facilities Vision Plan which includes a new
recreation center, library and community center

Article by Cherie Colin | Photo by William Nacouzi

College to become National STEM Connector

Skyline College is committed to growing educational opportunities
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) for all our
students. As part of this commitment, Skyline College will become
a National STEMConnector, joining other higher education
institutions and industry organizations around the country
in a partnership that connects top leaders in the field through
initiatives that rapidly connect and leverage the world of STEM
and help supporters in their investments to build a STEM pipeline
and workforce.

The Mayor also reported on discussions related to building code
enforcement in wake of the Ghostship fire in Oakland and a new
housing Impact fee which becomes effective next month to fund
affordable housing, to create a reliable infrastructure to address
the need.

Skyline College President, Dr. Regina Stanback Stroud will serve
on the STEM Higher Education Council of STEMconnector
as part of the Diversity Committee. The Council builds on the
energy of others in support of boundary-breaking collaborations
between higher education and industry to achieve impactful
results that can be recognized and scaled up. Skyline College

Mayor Jim Ruane conducted the installation ceremony of the
new and returning San Bruno Chamber of Commerce Board
Members, including Pcyeta Stroud, representing Skyline College.
The installed Board of Directors include the following:
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Results of the Community College Survey of
Student Engagement

joins other institutions and organizations, including Howard
University, Rutgers, UC Davis, Tuskegee University, DeMoines
Area Community College, Cengage Learning and Base11, Western
Governors University and many others on the Higher Education
Council
“Joining STEMconnector is a clear opportunity for the college to
bolster its STEM offerings,” said Dr. Stanback Stroud. “Developing
partnerships with industry and other colleges and universities
who share a common commitment is essential to remaining
at the cutting edge of the STEM field. I am looking forward to
engaging in a robust and productive dialogue as part of the Higher
Education Council.”
STEMconnector describes itself as a “Consortium of companies,
nonprofit associations and professional societies, STEMrelated research and policy organizations, government entities,
universities and academic institutions concerned with STEM
education and the future of human capital in the United States.
As both a resource and service designed to link all things STEM,
STEMconnector convenes its members and stakeholders through
both physical and virtual events through STEM Councils and
virtual STEM Town Halls and Google Hangouts that regularly
reach over 500 thought leaders. STEMconnector focuses on the
STEM workforce and jobs, with a particular emphasis on diversity
and women. The organization’s work spans the entire K-5 pipeline
(Kindergarten — Jobs) and how STEM Education experiences
translate into careers. The STEMconnector team advises and
counsels their members and partners to ensure the best STEM
practices and scalable investments. STEMconnector helps other
organizations determine programs whose outcomes meet their
desired objectives and needs.

How do you feel when you hear that 97% of survey respondents
would recommend Skyline College to a friend or family member?
In fact, 84% of survey respondents indicated that their overall
Skyline College educational experience was “good” or “excellent.”

Recently, Dr. Stroud joined a host of national speakers including
Dr. Martha Kanter, Executive Director, College Promise
Campaign and Former Under-Secretary of Education with the
US Department of Education, Balaji Ganapathy, head-Workforce
Effectiveness North America, William Hansen, President and
CEO of USA Funds and Edie Fraser, CEO, STEMconnector, to
name a few.

These insights were garnered from the Community College
Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE), a national survey which
1,005 Skyline College students completed last spring. What
students are doing within and outside of the classroom, knowing
their goals, and understanding their external responsibilities
can inform how we create an environment that enhances their
learning, development, and ultimately their ability to succeed
in achieving their academic goals. A snapshot of students’
experiences, the current results can be compared with the results
from the 2016 cohort (colleges that administered the survey
between 2014- 2016) and the past two times we administered
the survey.

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick

The CCSSE provides information on the institutional practices
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Associated Students Host District-wide
Student Senate Mixer

and student behaviors that are highly correlated with student
learning and retention. Conceptually related items are clustered
under the five “benchmark” areas which educational research
has shown to be important to students’ college experiences and
educational outcomes: (1) active and collaborative learning,
(2) student-faculty interaction, (3) academic challenge, (4)
student effort, and (5) support for learners. The College fared
better than the 2016 cohort in “support for learners,” and was
most challenged in “student effort.” “Support for learners”
encompasses a variety of goals: providing effective student
support services, cultivating positive relationships among
groups on campus, and demonstrating a commitment to student
success. “Student effort,” meanwhile, pertains to students’ own
behaviors. For instance, with one survey item, 21% of Skyline
College respondents “often” or “very often” come to class without
completing readings or assignments, compared to 14% of the
2016 cohort. The point of the CCSSE is not to blame, however,
but rather to better understand the challenges students face—
including those outside of school, and to take an honest look
at our roles in impacting students’ ability to flourish at Skyline
College. For further exploration of the survey items that fall
under these benchmarks, you’re encouraged to participate in one
of the CCSSE interactive presentations that will take place next
semester.

On Friday December 2, the Associated Students of Skyline
College hosted a social and training mixer for the student senates
of Skyline College, Cañada College and CSM. The mixer aimed
to help participants strengthen the relationship between sister
schools, learn about team building, and gain cultural competency
training. After starting off with an ice breaker introduction
between senate members, the mixer was divided into three
activities—one focusing on team work, another on strategy, and
the final one focusing on diversity training. The mixer ended
with a cross-the-line activity and discussion about privilege and
how to be competent and representative as councils at each of
our respective schools. The mixer most importantly succeeded
in bringing together the Associated Students within the District
setting up a strong basis for moving forward as representatives
and unified schools. The mixer ended with dinner, socializing,
hopeful discussions of our now more relationship-based future,
and hope for another mixer in the near future.

Our college community has begun to analyze the results, and
the Planning, Research, and Institutional Effectiveness (PRIE)
office is eager to engage more of the college in talking about the
results. So far, discussions have taken place in the Institutional
Effectiveness Committee (IEC), the Strategic Planning and
Allocation of Resources Committee (SPARC), the College
Governance Council (CGC), and the CTTL’s Boot-Up Camp.
Next semester, additional venues will be through the Center for
Transformative Teaching and Learning (CTTL) and potentially
division meetings and governance committees, as well as
research briefs in “Skyline Shines.” We hope to see you at one of
these interactive presentations!

Article by Margo Feldman

For more information about the CCSSE, visit ccsse.org, or for a
copy of the actual survey, see www.ccsse.org/aboutsurvey/docs/
CCSR_2005.pdf .
Article by Karen Wong
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Food Drive Collects 2,400 Pounds of Food

De-Stress for Success at the Library		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

The Kappa Beta Delta food drive was a success thanks to all who
participated during this busy time of year. A sincere thank you
goes to Professor Whitten and Margo Feldman for assisting with
the food drive this year. Both of them have done this in the past,
and having them help along the way made everything easier.

The Skyline College Library hosted daily programs to help over
300 Skyline College faculty, staff, and students de-stress during the
last week of the semester. Students enjoyed cupcake decorating,
button making, a visit from therapy dogs, and a mindfulness
session. The library also offered week-long drop-in activities such
as popular board games, bookmark coloring, and jigsaw puzzles.

A big thank you to the Honors Club and Phi Theta Kappa! The
honors club assisted with preparing the barrels around campus,
and Phi Theta Kappa made posters to place next to the barrels.
Both clubs also helped promote the food drive by sending emails
to their members and bringing it up during their meetings.

Monday, December 5: Cupcake Decorating
Sweets-loving students decorated vanilla and chocolate cupcakes –
jelly beans and rainbow sprinkles were popular toppings. “It really
puts a smile on people’s faces” and “definitely stress-relieving” said
students. Other students requested that the library host more food
programs in the future.

Many departments on campus contributed. The Bookstore helped
by providing the proper materials needed to move the barrels and
place them around campus. The Math, Science and Technology
Department collected nearly a full barrel by their office. The
Learning Center raised a lot of food as well and was close to a full
barrel!

Tuesday, December 6: Button Making
“I want to do this all day!” was a common refrain by students, staff,
and faculty. Students made their own personal pins or magnets.
A 1-inch press was used to design custom buttons of popular
cartoon characters reading. Disney characters and Pokémon, and
“I love reading” and “I love library” designs were popular.

Overall the food drive was a success, collecting 2,400 pounds and
over $1,000 in donations. Thanks again and Happy Holidays!
Article by Luis Hernandez

Wednesday, December 7: Therapy Dogs
This semester the library once again hosted Therapy Dogs in
partnership with the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA. Over
100 students, faculty, and staff came out to meet two of their furry
friends: Canine Good Citizen certified therapy dogs Hunter and
Marianna. Students enjoyed petting both golden retrievers and
interacting with the volunteer owners – some suggested that we
have therapy dogs every day!
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Thursday, December 8: Mindfulness

On December 8, Career Services and Digital Film Professor Sam
Sanchez held an evening with cinematographer Jacques Haitkin
and photographer Johnny Wu. Both passionate about the creative
fields in which they work, they had fascinating stories to share.
Johnny Wu, specializing in the photographing of action figures,
explained how his “hobby” became a career. Mr. Wu was gracious
enough to show scenes from recent work that he completed
while going over some of the techniques that he uses in his award
winning photos. Jacques Haitkin, a professional cinematographer
who has worked in partnership with the film industry’s biggest
names for 5 decades, spoke about the various contributions he has
made to such action movie projects as Captain America, Kong:
Skull Island, Fast 8 and several others. He also gave us insight into
a typical day on the set of a Hollywood production.

Psychology Professor Jennifer Merrill hosted a mindfulness and
meditation session in the library classroom. Students took a break
from their stressful workloads, learned about the benefits of
mindfulness, and took a quiz to measure “how present are you?”.
Students learned tips for paying attention while engaging in daily
activities, leading to a calmer and engaged outlook.
Finals Week:
Over Finals Week (December 12-16), the library offered healthy
snacks and coffee to stressed and hungry students. We would like
to thank Kevin Chak, Skyline College Bookstore Manager for
donating coffee and hot water.

On December 9, KQED, the Bay Area’s premier public broadcasting
station, generously offered an afternoon tour of its San Francisco
studio. Thanks to Skyline College student, Jolie Bauman, Associate
Director of Membership Marketing, who served as docent
and host, gave a behind-the-scenes look and shared KQED’s
mission to recognize the importance of membership television
in broadcasting programs that entertain and educate on culture,
politics, theater, and documentaries. Employing both technical
and language arts majors, KQED’s history of communicating both
historical and news-breaking stories makes it one of the most
trusted sources of information. A follow-up student group visit
will be coordinated in the spring semester.

Article by Kristen Lee | Photos by Dr. Pearl Ly and Kristen Lee

Career Services Engages with Bay Area
Employers

Article by Lavinia Zanassi | Photo by Nicholas Zuniga
Career Services brought together students and employers through
a variety of Career Development events in November and
December.

Bay Area Entrepreneur Center Featured in
The San Mateo Daily Journal!

On November 29, a networking workshop with Price waterhouse
Coopers (PwC), one of the Big Four auditors and ranked as
the most prestigious accounting firm in the world for seven
consecutive years, presented on the importance of building
relationships in the world of work. PwC will be returning for a
second year in the spring to invite, interview, and select eligible
students as participants for competitive PwC summer internships.
December 7 brought SV Academy CEO Rahim Fazal to the
campus for a Lunch and Learn in the Career Services Center.
The afternoon featured the launching of an academic fellowship
in January 2017. This 12-week training is designed to assist
graduating Skyline College students in finding jobs within the
fast-growing tech industry. This free inaugural fellowship will
guide students through the process of landing sales & business
development jobs at Silicon Valley start-ups.

Building the next generation’s business skills: Skyline College
entrepreneur program offers training for students, The Bay Area
Entrepreneur Center of Skyline College launched a business
incubator program in early 2014 to offer classes, training,
instruction, mentoring and other valuable information to help
small companies grow. Aspiring entrepreneurs enrolled at Skyline
7
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College can lean on a new program designed to build their
business development skills and fuel their burgeoning company
on the way to success.

advising services.
Incubator members also stand to access business development
money available from the program’s board of directors, said Wade,
though the investment fund has yet to be launched. The resources
are only available to students who go through an application
process and pay a fee to enroll, which Wade said is an effective
mechanism to assure those who participate are committed to their
endeavor. Members are asked to spend between $150 per month
for a virtual membership which grants access to programs but no
office space to $450 monthly for unlimited access to resources
along with two consulting appointments.

As a portion of its offerings, the center is also hosting a speaker
series placing successful business owners in front of students,
who can absorb the knowledge and pepper pros with questions
regarding their recipe for success.
Such an opportunity Thursday, Dec. 1, brought Eddie Lin, founder
and CEO of marketing company NexusEdge, before the students
and program participants to share his strategies for building a
brand.

Wade said the program was born from a desire among many
students at Skyline College to build their talents for growing a
small business into a viable and successful company and interest
for the services has jumped since the incubator recently launched.

“I want to be able to help students or anyone in the space that
I was in before who are encountering the same struggles I had
previously,” he said.
Lin’s speech is the second in a series of three speakers who visited
the center over the past month. Global trade expert Raja Ben
spoke roughly two weeks ago and intellectual property attorney
Heather Bennett is scheduled to appear Tuesday, Dec. 15.

“It has encouraged a lot of Skyline students,” she said.

Terri Wade, a business and marketing consultant for the center,
said she believes granting access to the wisdom of accomplished
business people alongside the variety of other resources available
helps many hopeful entrepreneurs see a path to achievement more
clearly. “The speakers are there to offer their expertise and open
up eyes to different possibilities out there and learning from those
who have been there and done that,” she said.

“The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center will be a business catalyst to
seed and develop entrepreneurship in our region. Leading creative
economic development partnerships such as this are exactly what
the college is designed and committed to do,” she said. “It is
just another way for the college to invest in the community and
identify and engage the businesses and workforce of tomorrow.”

Skyline College President Regina Stanback-Stroud offered a
similar perspective in a prepared statement.

For his part, Lin said he is hopeful his message resonates by
encouraging students to overcome the potential fears associated
with taking the risks which may initially seem intimidating but
stand to benefit a company’s growth.

Ultimately, Wade said a goal of the center and its programs is
to encourage young business owners to constantly push the
boundaries of what they believe is possible to accomplish. “Many
are thinking small and local, but we want them to think larger,”
she said. “So we are able to nurture the entrepreneur to take their
business to the next level.”

“Most people are too scared to talk to strangers, but that is when
the most interesting things happen,” she said.

There are only a handful of participants currently enrolled in the
incubator program, said Wade, spanning from those who want to
launch a secure wireless network company to another attempting
to build a marketing firm. Those enrolled can access the variety of
services available at the center, located in downtown San Bruno at
458 San Mateo Ave., such as conference rooms, co-working spaces,
workshops, seminars and an opportunity to access the network of
venture capitalists, local businesses and professionals who may be
able to offer mentoring or stewardship.

This article was originally published in the Daily Journal on
December 05, 2016, by Austin Walsh.
Article: Austin Walsh, The Daily Journal

The center has established partnerships with the San Bruno
Chamber of Commerce, along with small business associations
in San Francisco and San Mateo counties for a portion of the
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International Food Festival A Big Success

exchanged and students being exposed to the culture of China. The
table was decorated in traditional Chinese red and gold material
with flags, teapots and exquisite Chinese dolls. There was also a
Japanese origami table where students could learn to do origami
which is the ancient art of paper folding. The Middle East was also
represented with the baklava they displayed flying off the table as
they were highly sought after. Students learned about Jordan and
interesting information including the fact that a lot of popular
movies were shot there, which was fascinating to know!
The International Food Festival event presented international
students with an opportunity to share their cultures, and for other
students to get a glimpse into the traditions of other cultures. The
events served to highlight the diversity that is a key feature of
Skyline Community College and its mission.
International Student Program will continue to provide
international and cultural programs and events for Skyline College
students, faculty and staff members and the greater Skyline
College community. Please check future events on the ISP website
at: www.skylinecollege.edu/international.

The International Food Festival organized and hosted by the
International Student Program (ISP), on Tuesday, November 15,
2016 was a grand success. A range of students from various ethnic
and cultural backgrounds participated in the event. The countries
represented by the students were China, Japan, Germany,
Venezuela, Brazil, Columbia, Thailand, Myanmar, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, Ivory Coast and South Africa. The event was hosted in
Building 6 where the students of Skyline College were able to
meet, sample regional foods and learn about the various cultures
that were highlighted.
There were individual tables for each country and the students
were dressed in traditional clothing representing their country.
The German table was laden with traditional foods from Germany
such as brockwurst (a sausage variety), sauerkraut (a pickled
cabbage) and pretzels. An interesting fact about Germany is that
there are over 300 varieties of bread! The South African table had
delicious food such as amakheke which are a type of scone and
harrissa paste which is a chili paste that is synonymous with the
region. The table was decorated in South African prints and flags.
An interesting piece of information about South Africa is that is
has the longest wine route in the world. The Latin America table
was busy with the “alfajores” (caramel sandwich cookies) and
“pao doce com coco” (coconut bread) being extremely popular.
Students also learned interesting facts about the regions such
as how Venezuela is home to own of the tallest waterfalls in the
world, known as “Angel Falls”. The South Eastern table was filled
with Thai foods such as pad Thai, egg rolls and a Burmese Tea Leaf
salad which many students were eager to try.

Article by Sujaya Chandran | Photo by William Nacouzi

The student hosts were dressed in richly embroidered gold and
silk outfits and enthralled the students. The students representing
China had almond pastries, almond cakes, cookie rolls and
prepared squid that were delicious and gave students a chance
to try something different. We could hear Chinese words being
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Upcoming Events
Holocaust Remembrance Day
Thursday, January 26, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Fireside Dining Room | Building 6

✳
African American Heritage Month Kickoff
Wednesday, February 1, 2017
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room | Building 6

✳
Club Rush
Monday, February 6, 2017
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Quad

✳
Action Summit II
Thursday, February 9, 2017
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
BAEC – 458 San Bruno Ave E, San Bruno, CA 94066

✳
Brothers and Sisters Conference
Tuesday, February 28, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Theater | Building 1

✳
President’s Breakfast
Thursday, March 16, 2017
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
South San Francisco Conference Center
255 S Airport Blvd, South San Francisco, CA 94080
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