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Sonia Nazario Speaks at Skyline College 

Skyline College welcomed award-winning journalist Sonia Nazario 
last week on Monday, October 10th, 2016 in the Theater. Sonia 
spoke about the stories from her book Enrique’s Journey a true 
story about the journey of a Honduran boy who risks everything, 
including his life, to reunite with his mother in the United States. 
Sonia explained that every year thousands of children make this 
deadly journey in attempt to escape from the poverty and terror 
they experience in their home country. She shared her experiences 
atop the “trains of death” in Mexico as she followed a group of 
these children in order to accurately depict their story and bring 
awareness about these intractable problems. Afterwards, students 
were able to ask questions and get Sonia’s perspective on how we 
can tackle these problems and better advocate for refugees.

For more information about Sonia Nazario and her book Enrique’s 
Journey visit her website at www.enriquesjourney.com.

This event was sponsored by the Associated Students of Skyline 
College, Center for Student Life and Leadership Development, the 
Office of Student Equity and Support Programs and the Puente 
Program.

Article by Margo Feldman  |  Photo by Cherie Colin

The Skyline View Wins Big at Regional 
Journalism Conference

The Skyline View clinched general excellence awards both for 
print and online journalism at the Journalism Association of 

Community Colleges NorCal Conference on Saturday, October 
15.

The publication’s staff also won multiple first-place awards: 
Clayborne Go won first place for editorial cartoon; Dave Newlands 
took first-place for student-designed ad; Will Nacouzi, Brian 
Silverman and Maria Hom earned first place for online photo 
story/essay; and Abigayle Haguisan secured a first-place win in 
webcast/broadcast journalism. Andrew Avilla took home third 
place for photo illustration, Will Nacouzi received an honorable 
mention for inside page layout and the staff took third place for 
column writing.

Skyline View Adviser Nancy Kaplan-Biegel and 18 Skyline College 
students from all levels of the journalism program attended the 
day-long event at Los Medanos College in Pittsburg, CA, where 
media professionals and educators gave a variety of workshops. 
Award-winning investigative journalist Karen de Sa, the keynote 
speaker, told the community college journalists that they were 
well positioned to diversify the newsrooms and the narratives that 
come from those newsrooms.

Article by Nancy Kaplan-Biegel

Student Leaders Collaborate with Fil-Am 
Organizations to Open Filipino-American 
History Month

This year, the Associated Students of Skyline College, the Filipino 
Student Union and Kababayan Learning Community hosted the 
first Filipino-American History Month celebration in Skyline 
College. The kick-off event for the month of October started with 
the “Sari-Sari” (Variety) Bazaar which took place in the Fireside 
Dining Room on October 4 and 5.

Several Filipino American organizations and entrepreneurs 
from around the Bay Area celebrated with the Skyline College 
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community to promote their advocacies, future events, and 
original Filipino merchandise such as: Philippine American 
Writers and Artists, Laya: Migrant Youth for Change and Action, 
Migrante, Filipino Advocates for Justice, Bindlestiff, Jeepsilog, and 
many more. The children from ECE PreSchool also came to have 
fun with the students as they participated in artworks, dances, 
and games such as “Pabitin”, the Filipino version of piñata where 
they jump to reach for their prizes. Students and faculty packed 
the Fireside Dining Room as special performances from artists 
showcased their talent on stage through poetry, rap, songs, and 
dances. The Kababayan and Cipher Advisors, Grace Burns and 
Kim Davalos, contributed awe-inspiring poems that captivated 
the hearts of the audience.

The Bayanihan Spirit, which translates to unity and cooperation 
between the community, was truly evident at this event because 
of the collaboration and hard work of everyone. Sari-Sari Bazaar 
was made possible through the community’s participation and 
the students’ passion to showcase Filipino talent and culture to 
everyone in Skyline College. The student organizers and advisors 
hope to continue this tradition for the rest of the years to come.

Article by Virginia Salazar Noval

Fall 2016 Transfer Conference - Making 
Access Happen!

The 5th annual Transfer Conference held on Saturday, September 
24 was amazing. Over 130 students registered for the event and 
over 100 students were in attendance.

The Transfer Center offers this conference to provide students with 
access to critical resources and support services that support their 
transfer. It is the Transfer Center’s goal to ensure all students have 
the necessary information about the transfer process. Through a 
series of workshops presented by Financial Aid, the Career Center, 
and the Transfer Center, students were able to learn about financial 
aid for transfer students, how to take their majors and transition 
them into careers, and how to have a successful transfer process.

Students started their day with a hot breakfast to get their brains 
working so that they could participate in breakout sessions 
with former Skyline College students who have completed their 
transfer journey from Skyline College to a 4-year university. A 
total of seven Skyline College alums  shared with students the “do’s 
and don’ts” when considering transfer and important information 
about making connections with resources on campus to help make 
their transfer journey less complicated and stressful!

Students who participated in the event said, “it was an awesome 
way to spend a Saturday,” and that “Skyline College has a lot of 
resources to support our transfer.”

Additionally, students found the Financial Aid workshops 
very beneficial to them as they also learned about scholarships, 
financial aid tips, and how to access financial aid for transfer. Some 
expressed that the conference overall was “extremely informative 
and helpful.”

Overall the event was a success and some students who entered 
into our giveaway were able to walk away with college gear! 
One student, Celine Dear, won a tablet that our Skyline College 
Bookstore manager Kevin Chak generously donated for the event.
This event was ultimately a success thanks to all the supportive 
volunteers, faculty, and staff who helped set up and participate 
overall in the event. We extend a heartfelt thank you to all those 
who participated this past weekend.

Article and Photo by Michele Haggar

“Enclave” Reception at Art Gallery Draws a 
Crowd

Over three hundred visitors enjoyed viewing “Enclave” at the 
opening reception on Wednesday, October 26, at the Skyline 
College Art Gallery. “Enclave” is Jeremy Keith Villaluz’s fascinating 
visual and sociological study of Daly City and its vibrant Filipino 
community.  It features photographs and other documentation of 
the Filipino Community in Daly City, inviting the viewer to deeply 
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investigate complex themes of Filipino diaspora, invisibility, 
community, and more.  Those in attendance included Kababayan 
Learning Community Students and the Skyline College Middle 
College students.

Be sure to come check out this powerful and interactive art 
exhibition!

“Enclave” will be on view in the Art Gallery through December 
2. Open Mondays through Fridays, the Gallery is located on the 
ground floor of Building 1.

Article and photo by Paul Bridenbaugh

Students Shine at National Science Meeting

At the Society for the Advancement of Native Americans and 
Chicanos in Science (SACNAS) Conference on October 13-15, 
eleven Skyline College students presented their original scientific 
research to more than 4,200 participants. Skyline College students 
presented alongside 900 students from University of Texas, 
Harvard University, Yale University, University of California, 
University of Vermont, Stanford University, CSUs, and many 
other universities. The conference theme was STEM Diversity and 
Public Understanding. The conference was held in Long Beach 
and sponsored by the CIA, the National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency, and the USDA.

Papers were selected for the conference in a competitive judging 
from abstracts submitted in June. About half of the submitted 
abstracts are accepted for the conference.

Skyline College’s students worked with their mentor, Christine 
Case and they began their research last spring in BIOL 230 and 
continued through the summer in BIOL 695. Stephen Fredricks 
worked with the students to register and prepare them for 
presenting at a national conference. Chris and Stephen reported 
that the students were knowledgeable and professional, and 

represented Skyline College well.

All of these students now have their first publication:
• Evaluation of Juglone as an Antimicrobic against 
Salmonella enterica. Janah May Oclaman.
• Antimicrobial Activity of Ribes menziesii and Its Efficacy 
as a Food Preservative. Akayi Thein and Griselda Erazo.
• The Effect of Cortaderia selloana on the Soil Microbiome. 
Abigail Mende and Aaron Tun.
• Evaluating the Antimicrobial Activity of Rhamnus 
californica. Pauline Maccay and Pinkal Tandel.
• Comparison of the Phylloplane Microbiota of Invasive 
Delairea and Native Plants. Ben Liu and Stephen Situ.
• Antibacterial Activity of Sequoia sempervirens against 
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus. Sachin Sharma.
• Antimicrobial Properties of Rubus parviflorus 
(Thimbleberry). Fnu (Sophia) Yunanda.

Article by Dr. Christine Case

Pathways to Healthcare:  Career 
Advancement Academy Hosts 3rd Allied 
Health Panel

On Thursday, October 20, over 50 guests attended the Career 
Advancement Academy’s (CAA) third ever Allied Health Panel.  
The event was a component of Discover Healthcare Day, an 
immersive full-day experience for students interested in exploring 
Skyline College healthcare programs, pathways, and careers.  The 
Allied Health Student Panel, moderated by Paul Rueckhaus—
Allied Health Faculty for the Career Advancement Academy—
featured several former Career Advancement Academy students 
along with students from across the San Mateo County Community 
College District’s Health Care Programs.
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Our distinguished student guest panelists offered practical advice 
and key insights on program preparation and expectations, 
working in the health field, and balancing life and family as 
a full-time allied health student in a rigorous program. Jenny 
Zhang is a former Career Advancement Academy student who is 
currently in her first year of Skyline College’s Surgical Technology 
Program. Alyssa Lemelle is currently a second year student in 
Skyline’s Respiratory Therapy program. Amante Jones is a certified 
Emergency Medical Technician currently working on his associate’s 
degree for transfer. Chloe Tinio graduated from the College of San 
Mateo’s nursing program in May 2016. Richelle Caranto began 
her academic journey at Skyline College and is now in her first 
semester of the dental program at the College of San Mateo. The 
panelists helped current CAA Allied Health students and Discover 
Healthcare Day student visitors from 3rd Street Youth Center 
and Clinic gain a deeper understanding of their next level allied 
health program and their future pathway to an allied health career.  
After the panel, program directors, coordinators, and faculty from 
Surgical Careers, Medical Administrative Assisting, Allied Health, 
and Respiratory Care were on hand to network with the student 
audience, answer questions, and share additional insights.

This Allied Health Panel and Discover Healthcare Day was 
presented in partnership with the Skyline College Outreach Office 
and Campus Recruiter Lauren Ford. We extend a very special 
thanks to our esteemed panelists, the Outreach Office, CAA team, 
and event supporters including: Paul Rueckhaus, Courtney Mogg, 
Alice Erskine, Judith Crawford, Ray Hernandez, Beth LaRochelle, 
Rafael Rivera, and the many others who helped plan, organize, 
and host this successful event.

The event received generous support from The Career 
Advancement Academy and the Skyline College Outreach Office. 
To learn more about careers in Allied Health and the Allied Health 
Career Advancement Academy please visit our website or email 
skycaa@smccd.edu

Article by Alina Varona | Photos by Lauren Ford

Puentistas Attend Puente Motivational 
Conference

On October 15, 2016 over 35 Puente students from Skyline College 
attended the Puente Motivational Conference at the University of 

California Davis!  Students and faculty woke up bright and early to 
attend this motivational conference.  In attendance were hundreds 
of Puentistas from all over Northern California excited to discover 
UC Davis.

The conference was from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and was filled with 
different workshops from UC’s and CSU’s including UC Berkeley, 
UC Santa Cruz, and San Francisco State.  This was a great 
opportunity for students to learn and explore the wide variety 
of opportunities students have after graduating and transferring 
from Skyline College.

Following the workshops, students were able to tour the UC Davis 
campus.  Students had the opportunity to explore the campus and 
learn about the vast variety of programs available to them.
After a long day at UC Davis, students returned to campus a little 
tired but with bigger dreams to transfer to a 4-year university.

Article and Photo by Alberto Santellan

Collaboration with Adult Schools Advances 
Opportunities for Adult Education Students

On Monday, over twenty faculty, staff, and administrators from 
Skyline College, South San Francisco Adult School, and Jefferson 
Adult School met to discuss the continued collaboration between 
the schools with a central focus on adult education students. As 
part of ACCEL (Adult-Education College and Career Educational 
Leadership) the three schools have already established two 
programs that offer contextualized English acquisition in the 
health and hospitality fields. These programs are held at the adult 
schools and facilitate adult school students’ transition into Skyline 
College and/or into careers.

The first portion of the meeting was primarily geared toward the 
maintenance and growth of the two existing programs while the 
second half of the meeting included breakout sessions to advance 
new ideas. Participants brainstormed ways to align the ESL 
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curriculum across the three schools and discussed the creation of 
a STEM math program at the adult school sites.

The meeting highlighted the innovation between the adult schools 
and community college in the region and the continued work 
toward carving clear pathways for adult school learners to succeed.
For more information about ACCEL and its programs contact 
Stacy Nojima, transition coordinator, nojimas@smccd.edu.

Article by Stacy Nojima

Bay Area CITD 2nd Annual Conference
 November 9 - 11, 2016

Milton Marks Conference Center
San Francisco, CA

International Education Week
Opening Reception & GLPS Open House 

Monday, November 14, 2016
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Building 4, Multicultural Center

International Food Festival
Tuesday, November 15, 2016

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Building 6, Fireside Dining Room

Study Abroad Fair
Wednesday, November 16, 2016

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Building 6, Fireside Dining Room

 
Study Abroad Workshops

Wednesday, November 16, 2016
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Building 4, Multicultural Center

Ethiopian Cultural Traditions
Thursday, November 17, 2016

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Building 6, Fireside Dining Room

Native American History Month Celebration 
Monday, November 21, 2016

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Fireside Dining Room

Equity Summit 2016
Friday, December 9, 2016

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Building 1, Skyline College Theater

Upcoming Events


