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A scholarship recipient enthusiastically applauds fellow students being awarded scholarships on stage 
at the Skyline College Theater.
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Recipients Honored At the Student 
Scholarship Awards Ceremony

The Student Recognition and Awards Ceremony was 
held on Thursday, May 10, 2018 in the Skyline College 
Theater. Over 321 scholarships totaling more than 
$230,370 were awarded to Skyline College students. 
The students waited with excitement to open their 
scholarship envelopes to discover the amount of their 
scholarship award.

Dr. Angélica Garcia, Vice-President of Skyline College 
Student Services served as the Mistress of Ceremonies 
to honor individual student achievements. Interim 
Executive Director, Tykia Warden, of the San Mateo 
County Community Colleges Foundation recognized the 
generous support from all of the foundation members. 
Without their support many of the scholarships would 
not be possible.

Name readers Tia Holiday, Program Services 
Coordinator, Professor Melissa Komadina and Professor 
Nate Nevado announced the honorees. Many of the 
students that were recognized ranged from working 
mothers and transfer students, to those returning to the 
workforce and veterans.

Highlights of the evening included the distribution of 
the local community awards:

The San Bruno Community Foundation honored 

Majourie Quintanilla, Martha Marquez Ramirez and 
Vincent Ramsay with the Crestmoor Neighborhood 
Memorial Scholarship. This award honored those 
affected by the gas pipeline explosion in 2010.

The Karl S. Pister Leadership Opportunity Award from 
University of California, Santa Cruz is only given to 
13 recipients annually. This year’s award winner was 
Rachelle Lamb who gave an inspirational speech about 
her family as well as her time at Skyline College.

Leandro Torres Mantilla, President of the Associated 
Students of Skyline College (ASSC), gave closing 
remarks. The ceremony was followed by a reception in 
the Fireside Dining Room where award recipients and 
their families got to thank donors for their kindness and 
generosity. 

Article by Eric Imahara | Photo by Zaw Min Khant

Foster Youth Honored for Academic 
Achievement

Six Guardian Scholars were honored at the John Burton 
Advocates for Youth Graduation Celebration held on 
May 7, 2018 at San Francisco State University.

Skyline College Guardian Scholars Devontae Young, 
Marikina McConnico, Eileen Paguio, Sarina O’Gilvie, 
Erlinda Ojeda Marques and Mercedes Henry were 
honored at this event. This event honored 50 graduating 
and seven continuing former foster youth from 
Northern California.
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“These remarkable young men and women should be 
applauded for what they’ve accomplished. Foster youth 
must often overcome significant educational challenges. 
By working through those challenges, they have placed 
themselves on the path towards a successful future. 
They are truly shining examples of the strength and 
endurance of the human spirit” John Burton said.

Article by Linda Allen

Puente Learning Community 
Celebrates 25 Years at Skyline 
College

With beautiful handmade flowers adorning the tables, 
and strings of “testimonios” (testimonies) attached to 
student pictures as the backdrop, two cohorts of the 
Puente learning community gathered on May 4, 2018 
to celebrate 25 years of Puente at Skyline College. 
Continuing the tradition, graduating Puentistas, 
scholarship recipients, students who had completed the 
first year of Puente and mentors were recognized. Also 
recognized were the previous Puente instructors from 
the last 25 years.

Dr. Angélica Garcia offered the initial welcome, followed 
by a message from Skyline College President, Regina 
Stanback-Stroud (read by Puente Counselor, Rocio 
Aguilar Pedroza). Dr. Cesar Cruz gave a powerful 
keynote speech, reminding us all of our purpose to 
ourselves and our community. Grace Ebron, Director 
of Training at Puente, gave a 2nd keynote that really 

brought home the passage of 25 years. Finally, Puente 
alumni, Kimberly Avena, Marjourie Quintanilla and 
Cesar Vasquez Chavez spoke of the impact of Puente 
on their educational trajectory.

This milestone event was a gathering of familia—the love 
and support from friends and family members, mentors 
and colleagues was felt by the students. Special thanks 
to the Puente team: Rocio Aguilar-Pedroza, Paula Silva, 
Alberto Santellan, as well as to Learning Community 
Program Services Coordinator Marisa Thigpen for her 
assistance in logistics prior to and during the event.

Article by Lucia Lachmayr | Photo by Zaw Min Khant

International Student Program 
Holds First Global Extravaganza

The International Student Program held its first Global 
Extravaganza on April 30, 2018 to celebrate the talent 
that Skyline College’s international community has to 
offer, and to give a platform for a Marimba band named 
“Maru-A-Pula” from Botswana to showcase their craft.

It was a colorful and festive event with dance and music 
showcases from all around the world. The audience 
tapped their feet to the Nepalese, Burmese, American 
and African style dances, and the Classical Music 
Club transported the audience to the 18th century 
with a composition by Mozart. There were various 
international student club tables where students were 
able to play games from different cultures and traditions.
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The main event, however, was the Maru-A-Pula group 
who filled the quad with the sounds of Africa beaming 
from their drums, triangles, maracas and marimbas. It 
was a truly magical experience evident in the audience  
dancing to the music and giving the performers a 
standing ovation.

Genuine, contagious joy reflected on the faces of every 
person present at the Global Extravaganza. The hard 
work that everybody put in to make the occasion a 
success was undoubtedly worth it.

ISP will continue to conduct events and workshops 
to improve the services offered to its students and the 
entire Skyline College community. If you are interested 
in learning more about future ISP programs and events, 
contact the ISP office at skyinternational@smccd.edu.

Article by Naledi Mthembu | Photo by Kevin Perez

Kappa Beta Delta International 
Scholarships Awarded to Skyline 
College Students

The Board of Directors recently announced that four 
Skyline College students were awarded Kappa Beta Delta 
International Andrew V. Stevenson Merit Scholarships 
for 2018.

This recognition validates their outstanding efforts as 
students at Skyline College. The board commended 
their academic achievements, community service and 
enthusiasm.  The names of the scholarship recipients 
will be announced during the Accreditation Council 
for Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP) annual 
Conference on June 8-11, 2018 in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Congratulations to Michelle Huang, Lay Min Saw, 
Vincent Ramsey and Thanh Nguyen.

Article by Linda Whitten

ASTEP and Umoja Communities 
Celebrate 2018 Graduates

This year marked the first-ever joint end-of-semester 
celebration of Skyline College’s African American 
Through Excellence and Persistence (ASTEP) and 
College of San Mateo’s Umoja Learning Communities.  
On Thursday, May 17, 2018, ASTEP and Umoja students 
and their family members, faculty, administrators and 
staff members from both campuses came together in 
the Fireside Dining Hall at Skyline College to celebrate 
students and graduates in both programs. It was truly 
an evening of unity and community, and a celebration 
of African American and African culture.

The evening began with a welcoming ritual led by 
CSM Ethnic Studies Professor, Frederick Gaines, and 
was followed by an overview of the 2017-18 program 
highlights from CSM Umoja Coordinator, Jeramy 
Wallace and ASTEP Coordinator, Danielle Powell.  
The celebration was kicked off by an African Dance, 
featuring Skyline College ASTEP and International 
students, Franck Yao, Abiodun Forsythe, Ayanda Miti 
and Ernest Bediako.  Afterwards, Naledi Mthembu 
read an original poem that she wrote.  Throughout the 
evening, there were also inspirational speeches that 
moved everyone to tears.  Vice President of Instruction, 
Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza shared an historical overview 
of the statewide Umoja program and her connection to 
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the CSM and Skyline College programs.  Bay area native 
Ameer-Hasaan Walton motivated ASTEP and Umoja 
students to set goals and hold each other accountable 
during his keynote speech.  Ameer received his degree 
in Marketing from Bowie State University and currently 
works for the Black College Expo. During his undergrad 
tenure, he co-founded Black Male Agenda, which is 
an African-centered student run organization and 
mentoring program. He is also the co-founder of Get 
Far magazine and he co-hosts the “Live At The Family 
BBQ” podcast. CSM student Romell McCalpin-Carter 
and Skyline College student Franck Yao gave memorable 
speeches that highlighted their personal and academic 
journeys and the support that they’ve received from 
their respective faculty and colleges.  The night ended 
with a celebration of the 2018 graduates as they were 
honored with certificates and graduation stoles.

Article written by Danielle Powell

Art Students Honored at the 19th 
Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition

The reception and awards ceremony for the 19th Annual 
Juried Student Art Exhibition was held at the Skyline 
College Art Gallery against a festive backdrop of music, 
food and beverages on April 25, 2018.

The reception was very well attended with over 200 in 
attendance, and Dr. Tammy Robinson presented awards 
to this year’s winners. The exhibition featured over 150 
artworks in all media, and was a great place for students, 
their families, faculty, staff, and others to enjoy the 
creative talents of Skyline College students.

Two student artworks from this year’s exhibition have 
been selected for purchase awards for a new collection 
of student artworks that will be displayed in the Skyline 
College Library. The purchase award winners are Sunrice 
by Teresa Nham and Rainbow USA Flag by Armando 
Cedillos.

The Student Exhibition was on view in the Art Gallery 
from April 23 through May 11.

Skyline College’s Art Gallery is an educational 
and community oriented exhibition space, with 
programming that reflects the college mission, vision 
and values. We exhibit a mixture of student shows, 
faculty exhibits and curated exhibitions featuring local, 
national and international artists.

Article by Paul Bridenbaugh | Photo by Zaw Min Khant

Skyline College Competes Against 17 
Colleges and Universities in Annual 
SMUD Solar Regatta

The Skyline College Engineering and Robotics Club 
competed for the fourth time in the seventh annual 
Sacramento Municipality Utility District (SMUD) 
Solar Regatta held at the Rancho Secco Recreational 
Area Southeast of Sacramento on May 5, 2018. The 
team consisted of 10 students and 4 faculty members 
who embarked for the Rec area and campsite Friday 
afternoon.
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The competition was to design, build and race a 
fully functional solar powered boat through various 
obstacle courses. A major factor in this competition is 
sustainability; with limited resources and developing 
strategies through team collaboration, students 
used technology accessible through the Engineering 
Fabrication Lab where they designed and manufactured 
a solar powered boat. Recycled materials were used, 
primary boat components including the dual catamaran 
system were manufactured and assembled all at Skyline 
College!

Sticking with tradition, the team camped onsite the 
night before the race, accompanied by other teams 
from across northern California. The atmosphere 
was exhilarant: filled with team spirit and good vibes 
the evening before the regatta and throughout the 
competition on Saturday. It was the finale of a 10-month 
journey for the team and an astounding component to 
the students’ experience at Skyline College.

Within the competition, the students had to perform 
in three challenging races, present their work through 
a poster presentation and speak to the judges regarding 
the motor and electrical system, mechanical design and 
design sustainability in which they ranked 3rd place. 
Throughout every obstacle course, the team left their 
competitors in the waves. The team was also recognized 
for their artistic motto: the Cali Bae Laurel, named after 
the native Californian plant Bay Laurel, which inspired 
the design of the catamaran boat. The Skyline team 
made a solid 8th place in the overall regatta ranking.

Students who attended: Arnaldo Alvarez, Livia 
Darmawan, Anasaniquo Fountaine, Gianni Grelli, 
Alex Hercules, Raymond Iacobacci, Naing Lin, 
Daniel Messier, Mikaela Quintos, Jonathan Weber 
and Clifford Yu. Faculty members who attended: Nick 
Kapp (Bio Technology), Maryam Khan (Engineering), 
Nick Langhoff (Engineering) and Marco Wehrfritz 
(Engineering).

Written by Marco Wehrfritz and Maryam Khan

Bioscience Career Forum

Skyline College’s Center for Career and Workforce 
Programs in partnership with the Biotechnology 
Department, hosted a lively and informative Bioscience 
Career Forum to engage Skyline College students 
beyond the classroom on May 4, 2018.

Moderated by the charismatic Andrea Vizenor, Director 
for the Center for Career Workforce Programs, the 
event featured notable bioscience alumni, bioscience 
professionals as well as current bioscience students.

The goal of the event was for students to learn more 
about careers in the bio-science industry, gain first-
hand information and practical advice on career paths, 
and opportunities on how to best prepare for a future 
bioscience career.

A glimpse of the wisdom obtained by Skyline College 
students includes:

“There is a whole other entrepreneurial side to 
biosciences that offers job opportunities.” – Chez 
Verdurco

“Let yourself out there. Keep being curious.” – India 
Garcia

“Keep an open mind.” – Vincent Gloria

“I learned that one should not get caught up in the 
moment too much because things always change.” – 
Yulissa Serrato
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“Perseverance and just apply for the job that you might 
be interested in.” – Wasna Watkins

Through open, honest dialogue with students who 
attended, panelists shared valuable insight on career 
trends and their perspectives on what it took to be 
successful in the world of work. The panelists were fun 
and interesting, with Skyline College students leaving 
the Bioscience Career Forum informed and entertained.
The event was made possible through the generous 
funding awarded to Skyline College from the Genentech 
Foundation.

Article by Hazel Neoh | Photo by Claudia Paz

BAEC: The Place for Networking and 
Business Resources

The Bay Area Entrepreneur Center (BAEC) held its 
Networking & Resource Summit on May 3, 2018, 
bringing together a mix of community members, 
students, entrepreneurs, startup CEO’s and Skyline 
College faculty and staff.

Several different types of exhibitors came to showcase 
their company, from student entrepreneurs to local small 
businesses such as personal fashion stylist Qloset Queen, 
SGC Financial & Insurance services, LegalShield and 
hand-crafted jewelry by Global Melanin just to name 
a few. Delicious Mexican food was served, in addition 
to complimentary hand-made cotton candy that was 
provided and distributed by Jason Angeles of Sugar & 

Spun. A custom photo booth was a fun addition to the 
event attended by over 70 people.

Keynote speaker Devin Lars shared his story of setbacks 
and failures that inspired him to start two successful 
companies. His message is, “do things differently in 
all aspects and to start enjoying the process in life.” 
Lars trademarked this message and now runs Doing 
Everything Different, a clothing line sponsored by many 
celebrities, and a media company called Kurieo, which 
has such clients as Nike, Salesforce and the Golden State 
Warriors.

The event was hosted by Steve Bacon. The guest speaker 
panel included Warren Jones, Nicole Moreno-Deinzer, 
Rod Sarmiento, Rebecca Williams and Jason Angeles.

BAEC is Skyline College’s off-campus business resource 
center located in downtown San Bruno offering business 
coaching, workshops, office space memberships and 
student internship opportunities. These Summits are 
held every quarter, so if you didn’t get a chance to make 
this one, stay tuned for the next one!

Written by Eva Liang | Photo by Brittney Sneed

Another Successful Year for the 
Sustainability Blitz

Throughout April a number of classes at Skyline College 
participated in the Sustainability Blitz, a curriculum 
development program designed to infuse sustainability 
across academic disciplines.
Faculty members collaborate with a pair of recent 
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graduates in the Climate Corps Fellowship Program to 
develop a lesson connecting sustainability to the course’s 
specific topic or general discipline. The goal was to 
highlight the interdisciplinary nature of sustainability 
and its relevance to everyday life, in addition to 
introducing students to sustainability as a major or 
career.

Sustainability Blitz founders Professor Carina Anttila-
Suarez and SMT Division Dean Ray Hernandez have 
worked hard to expand the program with the help of 
Professor Carla Grandy and Sustainability Coordinator 
Mary Thomasmeyer.

Now in its fifth year, the Sustainability Blitz has spread to 
other community colleges as well as UCs and CSUs. This 
year involved 23 faculty members, 40 fellows, and over 
475 students in the following departments: Art, Biology/
Microbiology, Business, Chemistry, Early Childhood 
Education, English, Ethnic Studies, Journalism, Math, 
Philosophy, Sociology, Spanish, Surgical Specialties, 
Medical Assisting, and Health Science

Article and photo by Mary Thomasmeyer

Outreach To New ESL Students for 
Fall 2018

April was a busy month of outreach for the English 
language Institute (ELI). The ELI promoted Skyline 
College to over 90 adult school students at Jefferson, 
South San Francisco and San Mateo Adult Schools.

The ELI also welcomed more than 100 ESL students from 
South San Francisco and Westmoor high schools as part 
of their campus tour organized by Lauren Ford and the 
outreach department.

Fifty-four adult school and high school ESL seniors 
attended the ELI’s bi-annual ESL Registration Event 
on April 28. Based on the feedback, an overwhelming 
majority of the attendees appreciated the step-by-step 
assistance with the Skyline College enrollment process 
all done in one day.

It was great to have ESOL student volunteers, Christine 
Aguirre, Jessielyn  Pil and Thant Win, assist with the 
application and registration tables. ELI student assistants, 
Khoaula Aissaoui, Thet Thet Aung and Carlos Acuna, 
skillfully managed the application, orientation and 
counseling stations. The ELI also appreciates the excellent 
team work of our Skyline College ESL Registration Day 
staff: Erinn Struss, Leigh Anne Shaw, Minerva Velasquez, 
Kenny Gonzalez, Adriana Johnston, Jacky  Ip, Ursula 
Rocca, Goldie Lee, Stephen Reichert and Stacy Nojima.

Article and Photo by Mylene Foo

10th Annual Intervention and 
Inclusion Conference, Bigger and 
Better Than Ever!

May 5th marked the 10th year that the Early Childhood 
Education Program at Skyline College hosted the Early 
Intervention Conference. To make this anniversary 
memorable, the program partnered with the San Mateo 
County Office of Education and the county’s 4C’s 
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(Child Care Coordinating Council) to put on a full 
day conference rather than the usual half day, along 
with many more workshops to choose from. Sessions 
included information on dealing with childhood trauma, 
expert panel discussion on including children with 
special needs in all classrooms, and equity in relation 
to inclusion.

Over 250 participants were able to choose three 
workshops and attend both outstanding opening and 
keynote closing remarks from Senta Greene and Sheridan 
Nicholau. There was also an Intentional Teacher fair set 
up in the cafeteria highlighting exceptional curriculum 
and teaching by early educators in the county.

Article by Kristina Brower

Adult School Students Get College 
Ready

Students from South San Francisco Adult School, 
Jefferson Adult School and the greater community 
participated in the “College Readiness” event on May 5, 
2018, attending various workshops to better prepare for 
their first semester at Skyline College.

Workshops were collaboratively designed and led by 
Skyline College’s English Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) Department, The English Language Institute 
(ELI) and Workforce Development along with South 
San Francisco Adult School and Jefferson Adult School. 
The 15 students learned strategies to be successful 
in college and within the classroom—including time 
management skills and best practices for communicating 
with professors. Students also learned about Skyline 
College’s technology platforms, various career technical 

education pathways and received advice from their 
peers (former adult school students currently attending 
Skyline College).

By the end of the event, students knew where to go for 
help, articulated strategies in overcoming obstacles, 
and had identified a career goal. The event and these 
partnerships were made possible through the Adult 
Education College and Career Leadership (ACCEL) 
Consortium.

Article by Stacy Nojima

First Annual Skyline College Common 
Day of Action

Around 120 students and staff participated in the first 
annual Skyline College Common Day of Action on May 
5, 2018. Participants engaged in service learning projects 
at four different sites: SF-Marin Food Bank, Habitat for 
Humanity, Pacifica Beach Coalition and Glide Memorial 
Health Clinic. The purpose of the event is to connect 
learning in the classroom with civic engagement, offering 
students the opportunity to develop leadership skills and 
become participating members of society.

The day began at Skyline College with breakfast and 
opening speeches from Associated Students of Skyline 
College (ASSC) student leaders Amirah Tulloch and 
Alfredo Olguin, Jr., who got the energy flowing before 
students left for their respective sites. Two student 
leaders were responsible for each site, facilitating email 
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communication, pre- and post- reflective activities 
and providing support during the experience. The 
participants served in the following projects:

* At SF-Marin Food Bank, students sorted oranges and 
boxed canned foods, reflecting on issues of food shortage, 
poverty and resource distribution of our society.

* Students at Habitat for Humanity removed weeds and 
spread mulch as part of a park beautification project in 
Hunters Point to expand community parks and gardens 
to make them cleaner, safer and more accessible for 
everyone.

* The crew at the Beach Cleanup at Rockaway Beach 
focused on cleaning the beach and reducing cigarette 
butts, which connected to the concepts of reducing 
waste, buying habits and attitudes about consumerism.

* At Glide Memorial Health Clinic in the Tenderloin, 
students assembled harm reduction kits with safe 
injection information and equipment to prevent repeat 
use and cross-contamination of injection equipment.

The day ended with all groups coming back to Skyline 
College for lunch and a post-experience activity in which 
students reflected on their service learning projects, 
the root causes of the social issues and their role in 
the community as agents of change. Student Kristen 
Ersando, who participated at SF-Marin Food bank, 
emphasized that “this experience provided a way for 
students to critically think about these issues on another 
level and helped us realize how we can all contribute to 
our community.”

The Service Learning Community of Practice, which 
organized the event, would like to thank Amory 
Cariadus and ASSC, Alfredo Olguin, Jr., Jim Houpis, 
Tom Broxholm, the Student Equity and Support 
Programs Division and the Office of the Vice President 
of Instruction for their support and funding in making 
this event a success.

Click here for photos from the Common Day of Action.

Article by Serena Chu-Mraz, Rika Fabian, Carla Grandy, 
Jennifer Merrill, Mustafa Popal and Paul Rueckhaus | 
Photo by Zaw Mint Khant

Transfer Center Hosts Fifth Annual 
Transfer Achievement Dinner

The Transfer Center hosted its fifth annual Transfer 
Achievement Dinner on May 18, 2018 in the Fireside 
Dining Room.

The event was an opportunity to recognize and 
celebrate the achievement of students who will transfer 
in fall 2018 and those who transferred in spring 2018. 
Additionally, the event fosters and strengthens a transfer 
culture within Skyline College, commemorating the 
achievement of transfer students and the hard work, 
resilience and academic preparation necessary to realize 
such a significant academic milestone.

The celebration was well-attended, with over 70 students 
and over 133 guests present, including staff and faculty. 
Students were welcomed at the check-in and provided a 
tassel to wear for commencement on May 25th, or for a 
future commencement.
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The program began with an engaging welcome and 
opening speech from Transfer Coordinator and 
Counselor, Lucy Jovel. Shortly after, guests enjoyed 
their dinner and participated in the photo booth. Guest 
speakers provided words of wisdom and encouragement 
to students and their families.

The program also featured Luis de Alba, a Skyline College 
Alumnus and San Jose State University undergraduate 
student. Luis’ speech emphasized the importance of 
persistence and networking especially as students 
transition into new universities, new environments and 
academic programs.

Dr. Luis Escobar, Dean of Counseling, Advising and 
Matriculation presented on the importance of “Why,” 
discussing the primary purpose and motivation fueling 
academic endeavors and goals and how it will help them 
soon transform the communities they serve.

The program included an activity in which students wrote 
down and shared tips with the audience to encourage 
future seamless transfer experiences for Skyline College 
students. The dinner concluded with a giveaway, which 
featured items donated by the bookstore. During this 
event, students and their families shared the table 
with students transfering to the same university. This 
seating assignment allowed students to form a transfer 
community and share critical information, allowing 
for a more positive transfer adjustment at their future 
institutions.

Feedback from both students and parents was 
overwhelmingly positive. Many students shared their 
appreciation and excitement for the event. Many 
students stayed after the event to have their families meet 
counselors and faculty who supported them along their 
academic journey.

Article by Ernesto Hernandez

SparkPoint Presents at Basic Needs 
Summit

SparkPoint played an integral role in planning and 
presenting at The Basic Needs Summit held in Sacramento, 
California on April 26 and 27, 2018.

Administrators, faculty, staff and student leaders from 
community colleges across California came together to 
address their role and the collaboration needed to impact 
the alarming amount of students who do not have 
their basic needs met. The summit featured a variety 
of workshops from leaders and innovators from across 
the state, including Director of SparkPoint and Career 
Services at Skyline College, Chad Thompson, who 
presented, “Innovative Strategies in Taking a Holistic 
Approach to Overcoming Non-Academic Barriers”. The 
workshop tackled the challenges students face in the 
classroom when their basic needs are not met. He shared 
strategies to help students and their families overcome 
these barriers to achieve their educational and financial 
goals.

More than ever before, colleges are seeking innovative 
and best practices to address basic needs insecurity 
among their students. The California Community 
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College Chancellor’s Office approved a new initiative 
that includes the formation of a workgroup to identify 
and share best practices regarding food, housing and 
other basic need resources available to students to 
assess gaps in resources. That group laid the foundation 
for what would become the Basic Needs Summit. The 
summit featured a powerful keynote presentation by 
Dr. Sara Goldrick-Rab, founder of the Wisconsin HOPE 
LAB, which is the nation’s only transnational research 
laboratory seeking ways to make college more affordable. 
She shared information gathered from a cross-section 
of colleges across the country, which Skyline College 
proudly participated in. She also shared information 
that detailed how the price of attending college is higher 
than ever while the average family income has become 
stagnant. Part-time jobs don’t cover as many costs as 
they used to and competition for these jobs has risen, 
negatively affecting students with impacted schedules. 
California Community College Chancellor Eloy Ortiz 
Oakley also participated in the summit and discussed 
the role that administrators and campus leadership 
play in addressing these issues and meeting the needs 
of students. His speech and attendance at the summit 
reinforced the position of the Board to engage issues 
of basic needs on campus. The San Mateo Community 
College District was well represented with staff and 
leadership from all three campuses, as well as the district 
office, in attendance.

Students who face hunger, malnutrition, an unstable 
living situation or homelessness will struggle to reach 
their full potential in a classroom. Changing the way 
we address, interact and intervene on behalf of these 
students can make a monumental impact in students’ 
lives and the lives of their families. We continue to look 
to improve the way we serve these students and remove 
the barriers they face to reach their goals.

Article by Raul Amaya

Financial Aid Hosts Cash For College

The financial aid office hosted its spring Cash for College 
event attracting over 160 students, staff and faculty on 
May 15, 2018.

Colleges across California host various iterations of 
Cash for College workshops and events to promote and 
increase awareness of financial aid to eligible students. 
The event included Jenny’s Churro truck, providing free 
churros to students who completed a survey regarding 
their current use of financial aid and to promote the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or 
the California Dream Act application for the upcoming 
2018-2019 academic year. The survey also included 
new information such as the name change of the Board 
of Governor’s (BOG) fee waiver, now known as the 
California College Promise Grant (CCPG), which covers 
part-time and full-time student’s enrollment fees for the 
academic year.

Students were also informed of the weekly financial 
aid workshops that assist students and their families 
to complete applications and the federal work-study 
program that allows students to gain on-campus 
employment or with the America Counts tutoring 
program. The financial aid office intends to host 
additional Cash for College workshops in the upcoming 
2018-2019 year for students who were unable to attend 
the event. 

Article and photo by Jeremy Evangelista-Ramos
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Learning Center Shines at 44th Annual 
ACTLA Conference

The 44th Annual Conference of the Association of 
Colleges for Tutoring and Learning Assistance (ACTLA) 
took place in San Diego, CA from April 26 – April 
28, 2018. The theme of the conference was “The First 
Mission: Student Success,” which recognizes learning 
assistance programs’ dedication and mission to meet the 
needs of their students.

Skyline College was well-represented at this conference: 
Christina Trujillo, Learning Center Instructional Aide 
II, served as a member of the conference planning 
committee and as a member of the ACTLA Board. In 
addition, Learning Center Manager Chelssee De Barra, 
Supplemental Instruction (SI) Program Coordinator 
Timurhan Vengco, Instructional Aide Scott McMullin 
and Basic Skills Retention Specialist Raymon Gutierrez 
attended the conference to learn best practices and 
innovative approaches for the Learning Center’s academic 
support programs.

Further, three proposals from Skyline College were 
accepted and presented. Presentations included:

• “Learning Assistance is Backwards…Designed: 
Adapting Innovative Training Practices to Empower 
Student Learners and Leaders”  Presented by 
Christina and Timurhan

• “From Paper to Canvas: Coordinating a Supplemental 
Instruction Program through a Learning Management 
System” Presented by Timurhan Vengco

• “Make Learning Assistance POP: Developing 
Professional Online Portfolios for Students, Staff, 
Faculty, and Beyond” Presented by Scott McMullin

Presentations were well-received and sparked lively 
discussions about training student leaders, utilizing 
campus technologies to make work more efficient and 
leading academic support programs among participants, 
who included learning assistance professionals from 
the California Community Colleges, the CSU and UC 
systems, and higher-education institutions from out-of-
state.

Next year’s ACTLA conference will be held in Las Vegas 
in April 2019. The Skyline College Learning Center staff 
look forward to participating and representing the college 
and district.

Article by Christina Trujilo and Timurhan Vengco

Skyline College’s Learning Center 
Renews CRLA Certification

The Skyline College Learning Center has renewed their 
College Reading & Learning Association’s (CRLA) 
International Tutor Training Program Certification 
through May 2023.
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Recertification requires an intensive application process 
resulting in a review of all aspects of the Learning Center’s 
training structure. Documentation of relevant materials, 
such as training agendas, orientation guidelines, 
observation forms and interview structures were 
compiled, submitted and evaluated for quality standards 
through CRLA’s recertification team.

Successful recertification was the result of long hours 
dedicated by Interim Learning Center Manager Chelssee 
De Barra and Instructional Aide II Christina Trujillo, 
assisted by LSKL 110: Tutoring and Practicum instructor 
Nina Floro.

In response to The Learning Center’s program, CRLA 
highlighted the following:

“This is a very nice program that provides a hybrid of 
course-based and online training that is available year-
round to advance new hires. Of special note is that the 
training is conducted by both faculty and [tutoring] lab 
personnel.”

CRLA certification awards Skyline College Learning 
Center tutors with an internationally recognized 
certification that they can add to their resumes for future 
employment. This certification does not expire and, in 
addition to training students in the best practices and 
approaches to tutoring, provides Skyline College tutors 
with a means of transitioning to tutoring employment 
outside of Skyline College after they transfer.

Article by Christina Trujilo




