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Skyline College hosted the 50th Anniversary Gala on Friday, November 15, 2019, raising over 
$100,000 for students.
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50th Anniversary Gala: Over $100,000 in 
Funds Raised

Skyline College hosted the 50th Anniversary Gala on 
Friday, November 15, 2019 with over 200 guests in 
attendance in the beautiful new Farallon Room located 
inside the new Environmental Science Building. Guests 
included students, faculty, staff and community and 
business members from across the county. The night was 
a success in raising more than $100,000 for students. 
These funds support the Promise Scholars Program 
and continue to support the innovative projects and 
initiatives of the President’s Innovation Fund – a mini-
grant process that allows faculty and staff to launch 
creative and effective approaches to achieving Skyline 
College’s mission, vision and values. These projects 
continue to shape the landscape of Skyline College.

The event consisted of a cocktail hour for VIP ticket 
holders, a four course-meal, a program including 
a commemorative video, award presentations, a 
silent auction and dancing. Lloyd LaCuesta, retired 
broadcaster from KTVU served as the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening. Supervisor David Canepa 
gave an inspirational keynote address advocating for 
free college and using his platform as an elected official 
to make a difference in the county.

Several individuals who have been instrumental in the 
success of the college over its 50 years were presented 

with the first ever Skyline Stars award. Awardees 
included:

• David Canepa
• Dr. Christine Case
• Greg Cochran
• Ray Hernandez
• Carolyn Livengood (posthumously)

We want to thank our headlining Gala sponsor for the 
evening YouTube who provided $20,000 in support 
and 20 tickets to students so that they could attend the 
festivities. We’d also like to thank Supervisor Canepa 
who has committed $50,000 of Measure K funds to 
support the Promise Scholars Program, making our 
gala a smashing success. Other sponsors include Local 
Union 467 and Associated Students of Skyline College.

It is absolutely true that it takes a village to pull off a 
beautiful event of this scale. First we’d like to thank our 
partners, the San Mateo County Community Colleges 
Foundation under the leadership of Tykia Warden 
and Leila Perreras with Circle Communications who 
were with us every step of the way. We’d like to thank 
President’s Office Staff Theresa Tentes and Becky 
Threewit who were instrumental in the last two weeks 
leading up to the gala, and the incredible Marketing, 
Communications and Public Relations team for all 
their incredible work, including Connor Fitzpatrick, 
Brittney Sneed, Mia Coo, Soe Thura Hlaing, Mario 
Guzman, Marie Kyla Perez and Ricardo Coronado.

A sincere thank you, on behalf of the college to all the 
attendees of the gala, sponsors, donors, silent auction 
donors and staff that helped make the night one that 
will go down in history, all in support of students. Over 
$100,000 in funds raised and a night to celebrate the 
incredible opportunity we have each and every day to 
make a difference in a student’s life is unforgettable.

Article by Cherie Colin | Photo by Zaw Min Khant
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STEM Center Officially Opens Its Doors!

On Monday, November 18, 2019, over 200 people 
gathered for the inaugural ribbon cutting to celebrate 
the  opening of the Science, Technology, and Health 
STEM Center at Skyline College. Attendees included 
Skyline College leadership, faculty, classified staff, 
students, members of the SMCCCD Board of Trustees 
and the community!

Launching with seed funding through the College’s 
STEM Pathways Grant, the STEM Center works 
to engender a vibrant community of students, faculty 
and staff all supporting each other to foster student 
success within science, technology, health, engineering, 
and math courses. The STEM Center, located on the 
third floor of Building 7, is the newest addition to 
the STEM Collaboration Space which encompasses 
the Fabrication Lab, Anatomy Lab, Simulation Lab, 
Biotechnology Lab, MESA Center, Math Quad, study 
spaces, meeting rooms and much more!

Vice President of Instruction, Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza, 
kicked off the event by speaking to the ambition the 
Skyline College community has for fostering student 
success in science, technology, and health. SMT Dean 
Ray Hernandez, Engineering and Computer Science 
Professor Nick Langhoff and Vice Chancellor of 
Facilities Planning, Maintenance & Operations Jose 
Nuñez all echoed similar sentiments and the positive 
impact the STEM Center will have on the Skyline 
College community.

After the ribbon cutting ceremony, guests remained in 
the STEM Center for an open house tour of the space. 
The three large touch-screen TV’s in the space flexed 
their potential by switching back and forth between 
their two key functionalities. The first functionality is 
connecting to computers through screen-sharing (either 
via WiFi or cable connection). Picture slideshows were 
in display advertising all of the lab spaces available in 
Building 7. Second, converting to digital whiteboards 
allowing guests to write and draw welcoming messages 
and fun exercise problems.

Many students in various clubs took this opportunity 
to showcase some of their current research projects/
interests. The Astronomy Club, Engineering & Robotics 
Club, SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers), and 
WISER! (Women In Science and Engineering 
Represent!) were all in attendance. On display were 
a series of telescopes, engineering simulation models, 
biotechnology lab equipment, a distillation lab 
demonstration (synthesizing crude oil), computer 
graphics models, student research posters, math games/
puzzles and a solar boat built by students! View photos 
taken from the Ribbon Cutting on Skyline College’s 
Flickr!

The STEM Center will serve the students by providing 
a space to collaborate, learn and connect. With the 
additional space and immediate vicinity to faculty 
offices, students gain the opportunity to work closely 
with their faculty and mentors. The STEM Center 
also looks to rethink how office hours are conducted by 
hosting them so that faculty meets the students where 
they are at, literally.

From inception to design to construction, development 
of the STEM Center at Skyline College was realized 
through the dedication and hard work of a diverse set of 
teams and individuals throughout the College, district 
and design construction partners. The STEM Center 
team would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone 
who contributed!

The STEM Center will be open and available to 
students Monday through Thursday at 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 
p.m., and Friday at 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/skyline_college/albums/72157711879129503
https://www.flickr.com/photos/skyline_college/albums/72157711879129503
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For further information about the STEM Center, 
contact Bryan Swartout at (650) 738–7939 or 
swartoutb@smccd.edu.

Article by Nicholas Langhoff,  Jenny Le & Bryan 
Swartout | Photo by Marie Kyla Perez

 

Empty Bowls Success: Visual and 
Performing Arts Students Collaborate For 
Social Action

The Ceramics Club hosted its sixth Biennial Empty 
Bowls Fundraiser on November 6, 2019, in the Fireside 
Dining Room.

Empty Bowls is a grassroots project created to raise 
money and awareness of hunger and food insecurity 
in communities. Each group that participates in the 
Empty Bowls project works with their community to 
create their own event.

We surpassed our goal of making over 300 bowls and 
hosted a successful fundraising soup dinner on campus. 
This fundraising project provides a service learning 
experience for our students, utilizing creative art and 
event planning skills to help create social change.

Attendees chose from a collection of colorful and 
unique ceramic bowls, each of which were hand-
made by Skyline College, Capuchino High School 
and Burlingame High School ceramics students. 
Professor Soledad McCarthy’s Hospitality and Tourism 
Management students helped showcase the bowls best, 
assisting patrons to select the perfect bowl. Art student 
volunteers filled the bowls with a variety of delicious 
soups prepared by Pacific Dining.

Diners were skillfully entertained during their meal by 
a rich array of performers, starting off with Professor 
Zachary Bruno’s students, the Skyline College Jazz 
Combo. The Skyline College Concert Choir directed 
by Professor Jude Navari followed and sang a few 
stimulating songs from popular musicals. Next the 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble Soundscape directed by Professor 
Michelle Hawkins, showcased their rich harmonies. For 
the performance finale, there were several energizing 
dance performances choreographed by students in 
Professor Amber Steele’s Dance Program.

The event was a great success, raising $3,282 for 
SparkPoint at Skyline College! Director Chad 
Thompson shared highlights during the dinner about 
the great work that the center does including the food 
pantry and community market that provide food to 
students and community members.

Thanks to the Skyline College Organization and Club 
Council (SOCC) for providing funds for the soup. A 
big thanks to all of the administration, staff, faculty, 
students and community members who came and 
supported this event!

Article by Tiffany Schmierer | Photo by Brittney Sneed

Meta Majors Week Was a Big Success!

Thanks to the campus community, Meta Majors Week 
was a huge success! On October 21-25, the campus 
came together to build relationships and give students 
opportunities to explore each of the four Meta Majors. 
The goals for the week were to:  1) Create community 
and a sense of identity within each of the Meta Majors; 

mailto:swartoutb%40smccd.edu?subject=
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2) Provide opportunities for students to explore career 
options and skills needed in each of the Meta Majors; 
and 3) Connect students to resources that exist on 
campus and can support their educational goals.

Throughout the week, more than 500 students 
participated in over 30 events. Faculty leads in each of 
the Meta Majors helped to organize a range of events 
including: poetry readings, a virtual scavenger hunt, 
mindfulness exercises, STEM labs open house, math 
and physics games in the Main Quad, anthropology 
bones exhibit and many, many more. For students who 
are exploring or in need of career support, Strategic 
Partnerships and Workforce Development hosted a 
range of activities to connect students to career related 
resources and opportunities to develop career skills. 
Various events held in the Library throughout the week 
connected to the range of Meta Majors and, finally, 
Meta Major Counselors tabled in the Main Quad all 
week to connect with students and schedule counseling 
appointments to complete their Comprehensive 
Student Educational Plans.

Students were entered to win one of 10 prizes at each 
Meta Major Week event that they attended, thanks to 
generous donations from the Strategic Partnerships 
and Workforce Development Division as well as the 
Skyline College Bookstore. Overall feedback from 
students as well as faculty and staff participants was very 
positive. In a survey sent to student participants, 80% 
of respondents said that they made new connections 
during the week and students expressed that they 
would like to see more Meta Major related events in 
the future.

We hope to make Meta Majors Week bigger and better 
next year. If you are interested in helping to plan the 
week or in organizing an event, contact Carla Grandy 
at grandyc@smccd.edu to get involved.

Article by Carla Grandy | Picture by Christopher Branco

Classified Senate Student Scholarship Drive 
Surpasses Goal

The Classified Senate is 
excited to announce that 
they raised $1,970 for the 
1st Annual Skyline College 
Classified Senate Student 
Scholarship Drive, reaching 
well over their goal of $1,500!

Our heartfelt gratitude 
to those who helped the 
Classified Senate support 
students by helping them pay 
for their tuition, fees, books 
and other expenses as they achieve their educational 
goals. 

On behalf of the Classified Senate, thank you again to 
everyone who donated. We appreciate your generosity 
and support for Skyline College students and the 
Classified Senate.

Article by Sherrie Prasad

Asian Women Tea Time Held Its First 
Gathering at the Library

On November 20, 2019, a group of Skyline College 
faculty members met for Asian Women Tea Time 
(AWTT) in the Library.

The group engaged in conversations sharing relatable 
and different stories including:

mailto:grandyc%40smccd.edu?subject=
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• Personal plight with gender stereotyping and 
tokenism

• Shared experiences dealing with impressions of 
being an Asian woman

• Sharing a ‘third space’ with fellow women of similar 
cultural heritage

• Common paths in experiencing American society 
as an immigrant or a daughter of an immigrant 
family

Funny stories were shared, expressions of identity 
were embraced and thought-provoking questions were 
brought up.

All who identify themselves as an Asian woman are 
welcome to join in the Library lounge. If you have 
any questions, please email Rika Yonemura-Fabian at 
fabianr@smccd.edu or Pia Walawalkar at walawalkars@
smccd.edu.

Article by Maryam Khan, Rika Yonemura-Fabian, Pia 
Walawalkar, Jing Folsom, Sujatha Venkataraman and 
Emilie Hein

Automotive Department Outreach to High 
School Students

The Automotive Department hosted 200 high school 
students in the Farallon Room, Building 12 to learn 
more about the Automotive Technology programs 
offered in Skyline College. Approximately 100 of 
those students were Dual Enrollment students from 
the South San Francisco Unified School District. The 
remainder of the students came from the Jefferson 
Union High School District and the San Francisco 
Unified School District.

The students viewed our recent promotional videos that 
are hosted on our website, listened to student speakers 
as well as our guest speaker, Advisory Board Member, 
Brain Reidy, Service and Parts Director of Peninsula 
Infiniti. Brian completed courses in the Skyline College 
Automotive program 20 years ago. Brian spoke truth to 
our high school students about the great opportunities 
in the automotive and transportation industry, 
highlighting that it is not uncommon for automotive 
technicians to earn over $100,000 a year.

Tom Broxholm, Automotive Program Coordinator, 
explained how the Skyline College program differs 
in a good way from traditional two year automotive 
programs, highlighting the extensive hands-on training 
that every student receives. Tom added that there 
is cost savings of close to $33,000 compared to for 
profit automotive training programs such as Universal 
Technical Institute (UTI). Tom also noted our industry 
partnerships with Nissan, Infinity, Audi, Subaru and 
Ford, and that the automotive department is currently 
in talks with Mercedes Benz to become a campus 
partner. These partnerships provide factory training for 
staff as well as training and internships for students. 
The students were then treated to a rare opportunity 
to tour the Automotive Department while observing 
classes in full swing.

The high school students were able to see what it would 
be like to take automotive training by visiting classes 
in session. Professor Julia Johnson’s class was working 
on engine removal and replacement, Vikas Sen’s class 
was working on wheel alignments, Ruben Parra’s class 
was working on testing computer control systems, 
Filipp Gleyzer’s class was diagnosing vehicle lighting 
systems and Tom Broxholm’s class was taking apart and 
repairing an automatic transaxle.

All the students and staff were then treated to lunch 
before they returned to their respective schools. All of 
this was made possible with the support from Strong 
Workforce Development and grant funds from Jacques 
M. Littlefield Foundation.

Article by Thomas G. Broxholm

mailto:fabianr%40smccd.edu?subject=
mailto:walawalkars%40smccd.edu?subject=
mailto:walawalkars%40smccd.edu?subject=
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Middle College Represent at South San 
Francisco’s Project Read Trivia Challenge

Middle College entered South San Francisco’s 27th 
annual Project Read Trivia Challenge and fundraiser 
and made a notable first impression at the event. The 
night consisted of a silent auction, dinner and a trivia 
challenge. The Middle College team was made up of 
two seniors Tylin Williams, Humberto Rivas, and one 
junior Maria Coreas, representing their sponsor, Skyline 
College.

They battled against more than 30 teams and were the 
only high school team to advance to the second round, 
after scoring 23 points out of 30 in round one. Middle 
College senior Humberto Rivas stated that “he would 
like to thank everyone who made this event possible to 
support the commendable cause of increasing literacy 
in our neighborhoods. I also want to thank our Middle 
College administration for choosing us to represent 
Skyline College as a whole. I certainly had a great time 
with my teammates representing Middle College. Even 
though we came up short for third place, we proved that 
youth have the drive to make their dreams come true 
by making history, and that was the most important 
takeaway.”

While they were unable to place, these young students 
with bright minds definitely put Middle College on the 
map as one to watch out for at next year’s competition.

The Trivia Challenge serves as the annual fundraiser for 
Project Read of Northern San Mateo County. With the 
help of volunteer tutors and program staff that dedicate 
themselves to lifelong learning, Project Read aims to 

help low literacy and low-income adults reach their 
literacy and financial goals, as well as provide educational 
activities and free books to low income families in the 
community through their Learning Wheels Program.

Article by Martina Goodman and Samantha Panganiban

ISP Celebrates International Education 
Week

The International Student Program (ISP) hosted an 
International Student Program Reception on November 
18, 2019 to kick off International Education Week in 
style. The event was graciously hosted by Vice President 
of Instruction Dr. Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza and was 
attended by numerous faculty, staff and students, 
including Interim Chancellor Mike Claire, Provost of 
International Education Jing Luan and Vice President 
of Administrative Services Eloisa Briones.

Vice President of Administrative Services Eloisa 
Briones gave the opening address highlighting the 
positive impact that international students had on 
the campus. Next, the attendees viewed a series of 
student testimonial videos where spring 2019 alumni 
talked about their positive experiences with faculty and 
staff at Skyline College who helped them to succeed 
and achieve their goal of transferring to their dream 
universities.

The program culminated in the presentation of the 
International Student Appreciation Award to Professor 
Danielle Powell. The award recognizes a staff or faculty 
member who has actively made a positive impact on 
international students at Skyline College. Professor 
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Powell gave an emotional and moving speech on how 
she guides students towards achieving their dreams and 
how they are her inspiration to be Nosizwe (noh-seez-
wey), her South African name meaning “mother of the 
nation” in Xhosa.

The event concluded with a quick raffle with two lucky 
winners who each walked away with a basket full of 
international goodies!

Article and Photo by Clair Yeo-Sugajski

Sharing Stories in Real Time: Human Library 
Concludes Fall Season

On the November 21, 2019, the Human Library drew 
Skyline College another step closer as a community of 
more than 20 participants — including staff, faculty, 
students and administrators — shared personal stories 
as part of an international movement to “unjudge.”

At Human Library sessions at Skyline College, “human 
books” are “loaned” to readers just as libraries loan 
physical books to library visitors. Continuing the theme, 
“don’t judge a book by it’s cover,” readers are encouraged 
to ask questions freely for honest answers in return, 
as books and readers sit down together to engage in 
conversations.

This month’s roster of human books was wonderfully 
varied, including The Accidental Activist: A Caterpillar’s 
Journey, Learning who you are by Learning who you are 
not, I Really Do See Things Differently, Being Global, 
Navigating Life’s Series of Firsts, and last but not least, 

An Akon Storya: Narratives of a Filipino Fulbright Scholar 
in the U.S.

Both readers and participants have continued to report 
back powerful and positive experiences of their time 
together. For one reader in particular, the impact was 
especially heartfelt: “I get inspired by the stories; they 
create new perspectives! [Through stories, we] interpret 
the meaning of life. I feel like Human Library is a way 
to give people hope.”

Visit the Human Library photo gallery on Facebook 
and mark your calendars for our next session on Tuesday, 
March 10, 2020! Questions? Contact Pia Walawalkar at 
walawalkars@smccd.edu.

Article by Jessica Silver-Sharp | Photo by Marisa Thigpen

SI Leaders Volunteer to Support Victims of 
Domestic Violence

On Friday, November 15, 2019, the Supplemental 
Instruction (SI) program volunteered to decorate 
journals for La Casa De Las Madres, a nonprofit in 
San Francisco that provides domestic violence victims 
support, household supplies and shelter.

The students decorated journals with artwork, 
supportive quotes and messages letting victims know 
that communities are here to support them. La Casa 
De Las Madres gives these journals to clients to use 
during their healing process as part of their self-care and 
participation with support groups.

In addition to decorating journals, the SI team discussed 
the importance of taking the skills they learn in SI 

mailto:walawalkars%40smccd.edu?subject=
https://www.lacasa.org/
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and here at Skyline College to give back to their own 
communities.

SI and the Learning Center (TLC) team is dedicated to 
creating model student leaders both in our classrooms 
and in the larger communities integrated with 
Skyline College. Over the last year, the SI program 
has restructured to provide ongoing mentorship and 
professional development to all SI Leaders in order 
to build stronger communal support for students and 
student workers on campus. The team is excited and 
looking forward to the next volunteer opportunity in 
the spring 2020 semester!

Article and Photo by Gavin Townsley

Launch of STEM Center Forums

STEM Center Forums: Empowering Changemakers in 
STEM is a President’s Innovation Fund project that 
launches monthly lunch forums that brings together 
students, peer mentors and faculty advisors to engage 
in reflective dialogue to build community and empower 
student leadership.

There are a total of six forums planned this academic year 
that will walk students through a series of interactive 
workshops that centers on student discussion and builds 
on one another. Students will have the opportunity to 
reflect on identity, equity in STEM and what it means 
to be a leader or advocate, gain inspiration from current 
advocates and engage in community service projects.

On Monday, November 4th, 2019, over 40 students 
attended the launch of the first forum facilitated by 
Dr. Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza, Jenny Le and Bryan 

Swartout. Dr. Jennifer Taylor-Mendoza led students 
through the I AM Poem activity, where students 
explored their identities through crafting and sharing 
personal poems that celebrated each student’s rich 
history and where they came from. Bryan Swartout and 
Jenny Le then engaged students in an activity where 
students discussed their agreement or disagreement to 
statements such as, “My peers at Skyline College know 
the real me,” and “I see myself as a leader,” — which 
sparked thoughtful, stimulating and lively conversations.

Article by Jenny Le and Bryan Swartout

50th Anniversary Barbecue Celebration

The students, faculty and classified professionals of 
Skyline College gathered on Tuesday, December 3 
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary at a campus-wide 
celebration barbecue. The event featured five food trucks 
parked throughout campus with a variety of awesome 
free food to choose from including chicken and waffles 
and Filipino burritos – participants lined up for free 
lunch tickets that they could spend at any truck of their 
choosing.  Many people also walked away with some 
free 50th anniversary swag from the marketing table to 
show their Skyline College pride.

On top of all that, radio station 99.7 hosted a booth 
where they blasted music and radio DJ Saint John was 
there to get people hyped up. The station also raffled 
off two tickets to 99.7’s Poptopia concert featuring 
Normani, Halsey and headliner Lizzo! The winner 
received tickets and an opportunity to meet their choice 
of artist prior to the concert.
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The event was an opportunity for the campus to come 
together and celebrate this incredible milestone. For 
50 years, Skyline College has been empowering and 
transforming the people of this community – this 
barbecue was a small opportunity to give back and give 
thanks to the people who make that possible every day: 
the students, faculty and staff of this college. Thanks to 
all the volunteers who made this event possible! 

Article by Connor Fitzpatrick | Photos by Ricardo Coronado

Hospitality Students Volunteer at St. 
Anthony’s Dining Room

On Thursday, November 21, hospitality students from 
South San Francisco Adult School, San Mateo Adult 
School, Skyline College and Baden High School 
spent the day serving food, busing and cleaning tables 
and interacting with guests at St. Anthony’s Dining 
Room in the Tenderloin in San Francisco. Students, all 
enrolled in the Hospitality, Tourism and Management 
HTM. 125 course Restaurant and Banquet Operations 
had the opportunity to practice their hospitality skills 
and volunteer their talents, building on topics they have 
learned in class.

St. Anthony’s Dining Room provides meals for those 
in need and is open 365 days a week, serving almost 
3,000 hot meals per day in an area with high poverty 
and homelessness. For many of the guests there, this 
would their only meal for the day.  

Student Melencio Claros said he learned many things 
during the experience, but most importantly, he learned 
“to be grateful.”  After five hours of volunteering, 

the students were exhausted but happy to be able to 
contribute to the community and to demonstrate the 
true meaning of hospitality.

The HTM.125 class would like to thank Andrea 
Vizenor and Strategic Partnerships and Workforce 
Development for their support and Joe Morello and the 
Kinesiology Department for the generous use of their 
vans. A big thank you also goes out to the staff at Baden 
High School and South San Francisco and San Mateo 
Adult Schools.

Article by Serena Chu-Mraz

 

Discover ASTEP Brings High School 
Students to Skyline College

On Wednesday, November 20, in collaboration with 
the African-American Success through Excellence 
and Persistence (ASTEP) learning community, the 
Outreach Office hosted 25 students from McClymonds 
(Oakland, CA) and El Camino High School for 
Discover ASTEP. Discover ASTEP provided students 
with an opportunity to shadow Skyline College courses, 
engage with culturally similar faculty, staff and current 
students to create a safe space to learn and ask questions 
about college.

Danielle Powell provided a warm welcome to the group 
followed by a campus tour led by Outreach ambassadors. 
High school participants sat in on classes that included: 
ADMJ 100 Introduction to Administration, BUS 100 
Introduction to Business, SOCI 100 Introduction to 
Sociology, PSYC 300 Social Psychology, MUS 100 
Fundamentals of Music, COMM 130 Interpersonal 
Communication, BUS 162 Money Talks: Personal 
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Finance, and COSM 703 Cosmetology Chemical 
Concepts. Additionally, interactive hands-on workshops 
were conducted by faculty in the biotechnology and 
Fabrication Labs where participants got to experience 
real-world biomanufacturing and engineering 
simulations.

Andrea Vizenor, Dean of Strategic Partnerships and 
Workforce Development moderated a panel comprised 
of industry professionals: Ayo “Tae” Osilaja, financial 
analyst at Oracle Corporation, Linda Walubengo, 
Senior Manager at LinkedIn, Brandon Johnson, Global 
Artificial Intelligence Solutions Engineer at NetApp, 
and Shaylona Wheeler, Graduate Research Assistant at 
Santa Clara University. The panel covered topics such 
as “navigating through white-dominated companies 
as professionals of color” and “the importance of 
networking for career growth and advancement”. 
The high school participants connected to current 
ASTEP, Brothers Achieving Milestones (BAM), and 
The Women’s Mentoring and Leadership Academy 
(WMLA), and Puente students during lunch.

A thank you to everyone involved in the success of this 
event:

Danielle Powell, Kwame Thomas, Steve Aurilio, Soledad 
McCarthy, Rika Fabian, Jennifer Merrill, Nick Kapp, 
Marco Wehrfritz, Maryam Khan, Zack Bruno, Ryan 
Lescure, Cassidy Ryan and Eric Imahara.

Outreach ambassadors: Tom Tran, Athena Mendoza, 
and Eduardo Unisa. Student Volunteers: Sabrina Alegre, 
Jessica Davila, Brian Hutomo, and Michael Low.

Event and Facilities team, Media Services (Roger 
Marcelo) and Strategic Partnerships and Workforce 
Development for sponsoring the catering and hosting 
an awesome panel.

Discover ASTEP is a part of the Discover Days 
initiative. The purpose of Discover Days is to host 
shadow days for underserved high school students to 
help them connect to Skyline College and develop a 
level of comfort with higher education.  Discover Days 
is graciously funded by the President’s Innovation 

Fund and supported by the President’s Council. For 
more information about Discover Days, contact Jeremy 
Evangelista-Ramos at evangelistaj@smccd.edu

Article by  Jeremy Evangelista-Ramos | Photo by Eric 
Imahara

Forensics Team Wins at Diablo Valley 
College!

On November 22 – 24, Skyline College’s Forensic 
team competed in the Valley to Valley tournament that 
spanned over the course of three consecutive days. 18 
schools from across the Bay Area, Southern California 
and Illinois participated in the second inaugural 
tournament held at Diablo Valley College. Students had 
the opportunity to showcase talents in over 15 different 
categories of speech and debate events.

On Friday, November 22, Trojans competed in individual 
debate (IPDA). All three students (pictured right) who 
entered in this event advanced to final rounds. Joedel 
Penaranda competed in five rounds of IPDA ultimately 
earning him a Bronze medal. Dianne Argueta and 
Isabella Perez competed in six back-to-back rounds 
over the span of eight hours, finishing the tournament 
both earning silver awards. Participating in debate at 
this level of competition not only takes knowledge and 
technical skills but endurance!

On Sunday, November 24, five students (pictured left): 
Angelo Castillo-Canelo, Bernadette Noonan, Ariana 
Padilla, Joedel Penaranda, and Eduardo Unisa competed 
in individual events (speech events). Ariana Padilla, a 
middle college student, advanced to finals in Novice 
Prose, placing sixth place overall!

mailto:evangelistaj%40smccd.edu?subject=
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If you are interested in joining the speech and debate 
team consider enrolling in COMM 172: Forensics. You 
do not need to be a Communication Studies major to 
enroll and participate. All skill levels and experience are 
welcome! If you have any questions about joining the 
team, contact Director of Forensics, Lindsey Ayotte at 
ayottel@smccd.edu and (650) 738-4276.

Article and Photos by Lindsey Ayotte

Library Honors World AIDS Day for First 
Time through Dialog & Display

HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention was the deep 
focus of last week’s events at Skyline College Library as 
students voiced questions and found answers in a safe 
and comfortable learning space. On December 3, for 
more than an hour, Skyline College psychology student 
and AIDS survivor Chris Hollingshead led more than 
25 students in open honest dialogue about the disease 
and it’s associated stigma. Additional details were 
reported in the Skyline View’s recent article, “Stigma 
ends with ME” (December 5, 2019). 

Another session brought students to the library for a 
conversation with Skyline College Health Center leader 
Dr. Walter Cheng on December 5. 

Through both events, students learned about the history 
and impact of the disease, it’s symptoms, screening and 
treatment options.

Throughout the week, the Library displayed a beautiful 
hand-crafted panel from the massive AIDS Memorial 
Quilt created in memory of those who have lost their 
lives to HIV/AIDS. According to the National AIDS 

Memorial, the quilt is a powerful visual reminder of the 
AIDS pandemic and continues as the largest ongoing 
community folk art project in the world. More than 
50,000 individual 3-by-6-foot memorial panels – 
commemorating more than 105,000 individual lives 
of people who have died of AIDS – have been sewn 
together by friends, lovers and family members and has 
transformed into a national treasure.

Find more images at the Learning Center’s photo 
gallery on Facebook.

World AIDS Day events in the Library were made 
possibly by collaboration with student club Sexuality & 
Gender Alliance (SAGA) and the ASSC. Questions? 
Please contact Pia Walawalkar, Outreach Librarian 
walawalkars@smccd.edu.

Article and Photo by Jessica Silver-Sharp

Study Abroad Students Awarded $33,000 
from Gilman International Scholarship

17 students from Skyline College, Cañada College, 
and College of San Mateo were awarded a total of 
$33,000 from the U.S. Department of State’s Benjamin 
A. Gilman International Scholarship, a grant program 
that enables students of limited financial means to 
study or intern abroad. The program is committed to 
reshaping study abroad to make it more accessible and 
inclusive for students who, due to financial constraints, 
might not otherwise participate. Its goal is to increase 

mailto:ayottel%40smccd.edu?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SkylineCollegeLearningCommons/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2665522636858572
mailto:walawalkars%40smccd.edu?subject=
https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/
https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/
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opportunities to live and learn abroad while building 
mutual intercultural understanding between students 
and their host communities.

For this last application cycle (Cycle 1), 30 SMCCCD 
students applied, and 17 students were awarded 
the scholarship—an award rate of 57%. The list of 
all colleges and universities awarded the Gilman 
Scholarship is listed on the Gilman Scholarship website. 
Cycle 2 will open in mid-January 2020 for applicants 
whose programs start from May 1, 2020 to April 30, 
2021. This cycle encompasses Summer 2020, Fall 2020, 
Academic Year 2020-2021, and Spring 2021 programs.

Students were alerted of this scholarship opportunity 
by the SMCCCD Study Abroad Office. Director of 
Special International Programs, Zaid Ghori, and Study 
Abroad Program Services Coordinator, Stephanie 
Wells, worked to promote this scholarship opportunity 
and to assist interested students with the application 
process. We would like to thank the Skyline College 
Financial Aid office—Jenny Yang and Patricia Flores— 
for working with students to confirm their eligibility for 
the Gilman Scholarship, as well as the Skyline College, 
Cañada College and College of San Mateo staff and 
faculty who also helped spread the word to students 
about this opportunity.

SMCCCD Study Abroad is the district-wide study 
abroad program housed in the Global Learning 
Programs and Services Division at Skyline College.  For 
more information about studying or interning abroad, 
faculty teach abroad opportunities, community travel for 
lifelong learners, visiting international faculty presenters 
and student scholarship opportunities, please contact 
Zaid Ghori at ghoriz@smccd.edu or (650) 738-7088 or 
Stephanie Wells at wellss@smccd.edu. You can also learn 
more by visiting the SMCCD Study Abroad Facebook 
page or Instagram page @smcccd_study_abroad.

Article and Photo by Stephanie Wells

Students Shine at Mock Mixer

The Internship Job Shadow Program wrapped up the fall 
semester with their first-ever mock mixer for their End-
of-the-Year Celebration.  The student mixer was held on 
Thursday, December 5, at the Bay Area Entrepreneur 
Center (BAEC). The cohort of student interns were 
all recognized for their work and accomplishments, 
and they had the opportunity to experience the art 
of networking with other Skyline College students, 
administrators, faculty, staff and members of the 
community.

This semester’s fall cohort consisted of nine student 
interns who shadowed under different programs (job 
shadow sites) throughout the campus and off-site at the 
BAEC. Throughout this Job Shadow, students learned 
industry-related skills and provided solutions to improve 
different aspects in their program area.

The Internship Job Shadow Program is actively seeking 
students looking to contribute to a team, build their 
resume and enhance their soft skills for the spring 
2020 cohort. This unpaid internship will allow students 
to experience hands-on learning in a professional 
environment based on their career and educational 
interests.

To apply, visit: smccd-czqfp.formstack.com/forms/
baec_internship_application. Applications are open 
until Monday, January 20, 2020, at 12:00 p.m.

Article and Photo by Sam Panganiban

http://www.gilmanscholarship.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Cycle-1-2019-Recipients-for-website-11.25.19.pdf
mailto:ghoriz%40smccd.edu?subject=
mailto:wellss%40smccd.edu?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/SMCCCDStudyAbroad/
https://www.instagram.com/smcccd_study_abroad/?hl=en
https://smccd-czqfp.formstack.com/forms/baec_internship_application
https://smccd-czqfp.formstack.com/forms/baec_internship_application
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Success Summit
January 17, 2020 | 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

The Farallon Room, Building 12

President’s Council: Appreciation Reception
February 6, 2020 | 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Art Gallery, Building 1

President’s Breakfast
March 26, 2020 |  7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

The Farallon Room, Building 12

UPCOMING EVENTS

50th Anniversary Exhibition
October 28 - February 14, 2020

Art Gallery, Building 1
Visit facebook.com/skygallery

for gallery hours

http://facebook.com/skygallery

